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Letter i- 

FiR6Kf SsVMOt/R TO feliMUND AuDLJEYw 

IAm,ottce more, my dear Edmund, 
in Genoa, after paffing a road 
whofc mountainous horrors furpafled. 
tyj^Y ^hi»g that I was led to expert 
from report,; and I had chofen k iii 
one^i^f my dj^rl{;e{l humours^becaufe 
fuqhajxx?id 

** Suited the glbomy habit of liiy fouU** 

VoL^IV. B My 



\ 
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My perverfe ftars fecm to be ^c* 
termined that I (hall no more enjoy 
any pleafures of a more chearful and 
tender fort. After paffing the dreary 
and hideous mountains between An«- 
tibes and this city, which compleatly 
fatiated my appetite for favage fcenery, 
xny mind began to fix itfelf, with an 
eager, fond, and pleafant expedtation, 
on the fmiling wekorrle of the fweet 
Giuliana, by which I thought myfelf 
fecure of being fpeedily refrelhed, cpn* 
foled, and re-animiated* Judge, Ed- 
mun4f of my bitter blank vexation, 
whcn> inftead of the friendly faces oi 
the good Seiguor Pinelii and his lovely 
daughter, i found only a poor old wo- 
man, who told me, in words that 
founded more difmal to my car than 
ever human voice did before, that the 
faniily were all gon^ to vifit a relation 

in 



i^ the iieighbojLirhpp^ of Rppe^ t^aC 
they talked of e^ten^^ng their excur*'^ 
:^0Q fft yefl^pcj gnd perbspp they 
rajght travel fji 11 farther before they 
rptufflpc}- I ^epl djfppfcd Jo pujrfuc 
tlitei^ t'Pjutvi the>ypr|[d; for I have loft 
all relifii for cqmxif^on fo(Cicty; my 
fcelipgs and^affedions feem to be bajf- 
palfied ; and I l}^^c, J think, no defire 
alive, except a paffionate, yet, believe 
me, not a» amorous dedre^ to fee and 
ODDverfc with Giiiliaiia* 

As to <ny £:)lickude concerning the 
ianQified Cornelia, it groyvs lefs and 
Jefs, i\) proportion as I fuffer nfiore and 
more from her faintly pride* A wo-* 
man who can fo triumphaatly pom- 
maud ber a^ffe^ions will never fuSkt 
ttiuch from the abfcnce of any mdn, 
however dear to her he in jhjs hoursK 
f4 vanity may fuppofe himfelf* Few 
B z women. 
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women, indeed, have fufficient energy 
of heart to feel real Love, according ' 
to my ideas of that fublimc paffion ; 
for I think of it as Ofman does in Cor- 
nelia's favourite tragedy ; and I might 
fay to her, with a little variation, in 
the words of the Sultan, 

*' I can believe you hate, fince you have 
power to love with moderation/' 

But Love I (hall endeavour to ba- 
nifti from my thoughts; and think 
only of my fweet friend Giuliana. As 
this city appears to me a mere defert 
fince (he is not here, I am haftening 
to quit it, and hope to furprize the 
dear travellers at Frafcati, where I 
underftand they are refiding at prefent. 
You will forgive my being fo laconic^ 
as I 3^^ preparing to fly with eagcr- 
nefs to a fpot which is hallowed in my 

imagi-. 
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imagination by the retirement of 
TuUy and the birth of Metaftafio ; a 
fpot which, in my days oftranquik 
lity, I have eagerly vifited qn that ac- 
count; but which I am now impa- 
tient to reach from motives yet 
^rongcr, becaufe I hope to meet there, 
not the fpirits of Tully or of Metaf- 
tafio, but friends, in whole converfa- 
tiontmay find the dignity of the phi- 
Jofopher, and tfiV fWectqtfs of the 
poet. 

My good-humour is beginning to 
revive in this expedation ; and, in bid- 
ding you adieu, I muft add, becaufo 
I know it will give you pleafurc, that 
my heart feels, at this moment, lefs 
heiavy than it has done at any time 
fince I reached the Continent. But, 
however loaded or lightened.that heart 
tfkdy be in the courfe of my ranibling, 
B 3 be 
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be aflUi-ed it will ever be full of th* 
kipdeft good wiflies to you and your 
fifter. 

JDireG tb me at Rome ; arid believi 
me, in ill plaees, 

Yo^r mbft affeftidnate 



LETTER IL 
Fkom Mr. Audley to his BRoxbEnf* 

. My DEAR EoMtJND, 

^ H E joy thit I felt iri rettirriing 
fd my own cdttifortable hb«fe> 
from the defecate ihahfioti of pooi" V^t- 
ney, ha'5 betn g'riev^bully dampted, by 
the cloud* of trouble in Vvhich I fdund 
Aiy good Harriot irivolvet^ : Shitr gcne^r 
iF^iijs ankltty for 6ny qui*l had kejpC 



tne» till I returned, a perfe£t firanger 
to all the late vexatious occurrences, t 
am inexpreffibly grieved to find that 
my prophetic fears of your precipitate, 
yet ftill interefting friend, h^ve been 
fo painfully realized. I am flill more 
anxious, if poflible, than ever, to fave 
him from himfelf, the worfi of all ene- 
mies; and indeed the Only enemy, 
as I think ydu once told him, that he 
has to fear. Our incomparable Cor- 
nelia has behaved, I underftand, like 
ah angel, in a trial infinitely too fevere 
for a frame fo delicate. Heavien grant 
that we may not have to lay of this 
trial, 

^* The faint fuftainM it, but the woman 
died !'* 

I own to you, that her cojiintenaoca 

alarms me for her life, though her 

attentive and quick-fighted friend Har- 

B 4 riot 
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riot afTures me that her appearance x% 
greatly mended within the laft fortr 
night, and is confident in the hope of 
her perfcdt recovery. In fpme private 
copverfation which I have had with 
the lovely fufFerer, (he has afFeded m? 
with more compafHon, J think, than 
I ever felt for a human creature before^ 
Though (he is un(haken in her opini- 
on as to the religious reftitude of he? 
conduft, and though (he was highly 
gratified by the hearty and afFe£lionatQ 
applaufe that I beftowed on her maT 
ternal virtue ; yet an incelTant dread 
that her rejeftion of Seymour may 
hurry this impetuous young man into 
thofe vices from which he was un- 
commonly free, preys upon her heart. 
She expreffed her apprehenfions to me 
In language io eloquent and pathetic 
that (he made* me feel them in all their 

force, 
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ibrce, while I laboured with little 
fuccefs to infpire her with more chear* 
ful exped:ation8. Indeed her fears are 
too well grounded : there is nothing, 
I think, more to be dreaded than the 
fiery fpirit of a young man who has 
failed in any plan of virtuous happi- 
ncfe^ A revolt to the powers of vice, 
in thefe cafes, is frequent, I believe, 
in every rank of life ; for moft mor- 
tals, v who mean honeftly, think they 
have fuch a right to be happy, that 
when they find their good moral pro- 
jeflts produce not this efFeft, they hafti- 
ly conclude that the world is governed 
by chance, aqd are content to fiDllow 
a guide and ruler who, though allowed 
to be blind, is fupjf ofed to be irreiiftir 
ble. 

But not to moralize too long, my 
dear £dmundy let me haften to. impart 

to 
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t^yau m idea whkh I think wecth 
parfding in the pfefent ft^te of affairs*^ 
It ilrikes me^ that yau might affbrdl 
great relief to the teiiderly anxious fpi«» 
yks of Cornelia, that yoa might reco« 
ver aud confirm your own altefed 
lieakh, and finally, that you might 
lender moft eiTential fervice to your 
Tery engaging, but wild rambling 
friend^ by taking a fudden trip to the 
continent* What delight would it 
give to your grateful ward GiuUana to 
be furprifed, in Genoa, by an unex*^ 
peeled vifit from her Engliih guardian t 
and from how many rocks may you 
have a chance of faving your rapid and 
inuch<-endangered friend, who is driven 
forth on a ilormy fea, not only with- 
out the important ballaft of Religion, 
but with a very fcanty freight of jiru- 
dence aud difcretion! Pray tbink of 

this 



this hint fpccdily and ferioufly; yott 
can eafily lend Lucy to us, who xs^ 
you know, always welcome^ and wc 
flatter ourfelves very willing, to reiide 
under our roof. If your finances ara 
fiot perfeftly fuitcd to foreign travel^ 
there is a fum at my banker's fufficient 
to condu£l you round Europe, and it 
ihall be devoted to anfwer your drafis 
in the excurfion I recommend to you« 
I need not add, that no mode of em^ 
f loying this money can afford me (q 
}nuch pleafure ; and that, by allowing 
me to miniftcr to your convenience,, 
you vVill in truth confer a moft agre6A«v 
ble obligation^ 

Your afFeftionate brother* 

Harriot, with her love to you and 

IfUcy, very ardently joins in my re« 

^tteftj and even Cornelia has the frank- 

nefs to fay, it wouW givie her infiniid 

iatif- 

I 
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iatisfaiftion to know that the impetus- 
cus Seymour had with him a friend 
and counfeUo?'fo'Xalm and ponfideratc 
as you are, 



LETTER III. 
vFrom Seymour to Edmund Audley, 

GONE from Frafcati too ! How 
rnalignant' are ray. ftars to aU 
iny expeftationsT* T^t my ftars dp 
|iDt fecm, roy dear Edmund, at .pre- 
sent to be, as Shakfpeare fays, *^ the 
** moft maidenly ftars in the firma- 
*f menti" for they have twinkled upon 
me fo waptonly ; thpy have Iqd and 
lighted nie in fuch an adventure ! But 
hufti — ftand with your finger on your \ 

lijps, like the God of fecrecy and (i- 

lence, 
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lenCe, and you ftiall hear of fuch a 
nightly exploit as might have con- 
verted the moft rigid worlhiper of 
Diana into a votary to Venus. 

I thought all my warm blood had 
been turned into gall or phlegm; but 
Nature chofe to vindicate her rights ; 
and accident convinced me of my mif- 
take. 

On my arrival here, I felt not a little 
chagrined in finding only the good old 
aunt of Giuliana, to whofe hou(e I 
had been direfted. My friends of Genoa 
are again on the wing; but they are 
expefted here in about three weeks ; 
and this very polite old lady preficd 
me moft cordially, when (he heard my 
name, to await under her hofpitable 
roof the return of her relations. This 
I declined as civilly as I could, pro- 
mifing to be., vvith her again at the 

time 
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tioje Che mentioned j and, chufing fo^ 
pafs the interim at liberty, to amufe 
Kiyfelf in excurfions to Rome, 5n4 ill 
zny fanciful pprfuits that the ioterefl-^ 
mg fcejLie around ng^ could fuggeft,. 
But j^hance foou threw in my way a 
magnet more attr^flive than the pg- 
Jitenefs of my old lady. In returning 
to my inn from her houfe, which 
ftands at a little ditonce from thh 
pleafant town,. I pafTcd another (ingle 
houfe, with a fma^U but charming gar* 
den, on the flope of this chearful hill* 
At the door of this houfe ftood a fplen- 
did carrfage, and juft as I reached it 
an elderly man of a dignified appear- 
ance leaped into it^ with eyes that 
fparkled with fury^ and was driven 
rapidly towards Rome. This circum- 
ftance led me to cafl: a curious eye 
round the hp.ufe l?e had Juft left ; and 

as 
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at an upper Tvindow, which looked 
obliquely up(m me, becaufe it was 
>vithin the gzi^^n-wfiM, I l^eld tbm 
moft fafematiog of all %hts ayoutig 
^nd beauitiful female in tears^ Out 
«yes inet^ and feemed to vuderilacMl 
•each other. A3 there happ^rd to be 
ciobody near me, I Hood gazing oji the 
lovely flranger^ not with looks of im- 
pertinent curiofity* but of the m^St 
tender compai^oii. I endeavoured to 
explain to her, by gpfture, my v^ry 
ardent defire to alleviate her affl^on. 
She made a fignal^ in return, which 
feemed tx;^ bid m^e wait; and difap^ 
pearcd from the window. My heart 
was now thrown into all the tumul- 
tuous fenfations of fbpd iblicltude and 
fqfpenfe* I looked anxioufly to the 
window, and foon beheld die beauty 
^ho had vaai(he4 returning, like the 

fun^ 
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fun, with increaling luflxe. Thougfi 
her' fituation rendered it difficult to 
convey any thing to me, becaufe, asl 
have told you, the garden- wall was 
between us, flie contrived to throw, 
with great force and dexterity, a cir- 
cular billet at my feet ; for the deat 
ingenious creature, to make her paper 
heavy enough to reach me, had wrapt 
it round a lilver raedkl of the Pope* 
I was charmed with her contrivance j 
and you muft not pretend, my deaf 
monitor, to reprove me, fince you fee 
that our loves commence under the 
guidance of his Holinefs. What 
flrange things happen ' in this odd 
world ! and how little did I ever expeft 
to kifs the image of a Roman Pontiff 
with more than Catholic devotion ! 
Yet this I now did, as the moft expref- 
iive anfwer that I could give on the 

fpot 
3 
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ipot to the tender inviting billet which 
the Holy Father had fo faithfully 
wafted to my hand. This billet was 
written with great fpirit, and in good 
Italian. It faid, ^^that if I had fenfibi- 
lity" and courage enough to venture 
through many dangers, to hear and 
pity the diftreiles of an opprefled and 
Unfortunate girl, I ihould take my 
fiation at midnight near a door at the 
bottom of the Hoping garden, and a 
very trufty old woman would lead me 
to the perfon for vvhom I had appeared 
to feel fo much generous and confo* 
latory compaffion.'* Here was a temp- 
tation, my dear cautious philofbpher, 
which I think even your difcreet wbr*^ 
(hip could not have reiifted, efpecially 
had you heard, as I did at my inn, 
diat the boufe to which I was fo en- 
chantingly invited had been lately 
Vol- IV. C takea 
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taken by a whimfical old nobleman 
of Portugal, a Don M^noel Cpntinho, 
\vho is defcribed as half a great genius 
and half a madman : he is a Scholar, 
an Antiquary, a M^dallift, a Fencer, 
a Fidler, a Mechanic, a Chemiil, and, 
above all, a Voluptuary. He has been 
in all parts of the world, and fpeaks 
all languages. The accounts I hear 
of him put me in mind of the Scot** 
tiih wonder, the admirable Creichton, 
and of our Wortley Montague: he 
feems to be a compound of thofe two 
extraordinary characters; and if report 
fays true, he ujftderftands every thing, 
except how to confer happinefs on a 
young and beautiful girl : 

** Thoughiiot a fdencc, fairly vwa^th tlic 

feven.*' 
However the enterprizing.and uni- 
verfal Don Manoel thought , himfclf 

: . equal 



i^qual to this branch of knowledge^ aa 
be lately brought off from Venice ^ 
young creature^ who may be juftly 
teckoned the moft confummate models 
of voluptuous beauty that Nature evec 
exhibited^ even in the country wherft 
:pie is moA lavJfli of thofe alluriz^ ex-^, 
hibitions. Such was the report^ my 
dear Edmund, that I heard of my faii; 
mc^gnita and her tyrant, who is fo 
iMjrbaroufly jealous of his lovely trea- 
Cujre that he keepsi her lifee a ftate-prit 
|oner ; and yet is fq vjjin of her charms^. 
that once, they fay, he warned jto <Jif-^ 
flay them in the condition of a new-* 
picc^ted Eye^ to a fet of liccijtious and 
h9lf-intoxicat€d gue^s at hjs tablet 
^he beautifal Venctian^^ whofenamai 
ijs ViQlqn^f e, apd whoj, in fpite of ^ 
y^iUaioous education, is truly npjpr^i 
jqpdeft tha^ii yaiiji, reyql^d againft thi« 
• i.: . C a pro- 
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propofal; and has been more barba- 
roufly treated, in conlequenceof a vir- 
tue which a voluptuary more refined 
than the old tyrannical Portuguefe 
would have confidered as her capital 
charm. You will eafily fuppofc, my 
dear Edmund, that, as my fancy was 
inflamed by this hiftory, I flew with 
ardour to my aflignation, I will fpare 
both you and myfelf a relation of the 
unpleafant and humiliating fleps that I 
was forced to take, to reach in fafety 
the apartment of my charmer; and 
only briefly fay, that, after pafling 
through the darknefs of Tartarus, I 
was at lalt very happily ufhered into 
Elyfium. I mufl. not, however, be 
fuch a hypocrite as to infinuate, that 
the joys 1 found here were all of the 
fpiritual kind. No, my dear philofo- 
pher, it was a fcene that would have 

anni- 
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annihilated the continence of a Scipio. 
Reprefent to yourfelf a young beauty, 
not yet eighteen, more exquifitely, 
more voluptuoudy fafhioned, in voice, 
in feature, in form, than any girl that 
your eyes ever beheld ; reprefent her 
provoked by an old tyrant who had 
abfblutely beat her, and pleafed by a 
young adventurer who had freely ha- 
zarded his life for the pleafure of footh- 
ing her afflidion. The lovely crea- 
ture was not ungrateful. But I will 
not tantalife your philofophy, by any 
glowing defcriptions of the tranfcend- 
ently beautiful and extatic Violantc. 
Nor is it her perfon alone that I am 
charmed with ; (he has a heart, mind, 
and foul, fully equal to her cxquifitc 
form. My cautious monitor will tell 
me, that I can be no judge of thefe in 
mj prefent fituation, as I view them 
C 3 ail 
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fill through a very illudve medium* 
Granted, my dear philofopher ; yet, as 
our friend Prior fays : 

*^ Howe'er, 'tis well that while mankind 

In Fate's perverfc meander errs. 
We can imagined pleafures find. 
To combat againft real cares/* 

At all events, Violante is too good 
for the old barbarian who has her now 
in his power ; and I have fome unfct'^ 
tied thoughts of contriving her efcape^^ 
and tranfporting her to England, What 
fay you, my dear Edmund ? will you 
^-eceive the admirable creature as a new 
tenant for your empty cottage ? (he is 
not, I confefs, fo angelic as Giuliana ; 
but (he has her merits, believe me, 
and her failings are only fuch as arifc 
from her cruel deftiny, and not from 
her natural charafter. But it would 
bp' no eafy matter to accompliffi her 
2 frec^ 
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freedom. The old Don is a fellow of 
defperate vigilance and dexterity. He 
might, indeed, have made an excel- 
lent magician in darker times; for 
Violante ftiewed me many wonderful 
fpecimens of his rare (kill both' in me- 
chanifm and chemiftry. She reckons 
him little lefs than an abfblute con- 
juror, and has therefore, I believe, dou- 
ble delight in out-witting him. No- 
thing is fb dangerous as an attempt to 
govern a woman by cunning; it always 
provokes her to foil her governor with 
his ov^n weapons. Violante, I believe, 
would be the moft open-hearted and 
faithful creature in the world to a man 
who treated her with kindncfs and con- 
fidence. But you fhall hear more of 
her as we grow more intimate. We 
ihall have frequent opportunities to 
cultivate our acquaintance, becaufc the 
C 4 old 
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old Seignior pafles two or three nights 
every week in Rome, where he is re- 
ported to be carrying on many deep 
and fecret machinations. He has cer- 
tainly fome private reafon for not tak- 
ing Violante with him ; and he leaves 
her under the guard of an old trufty 
Portugueze fecretary, uncommonly de- 
voted to the fervice of his mafter, who 
delivered him from the gripe of the In- 
quifition^ abenefit, indeed, that ought 
never to be forgotten ; and I {hall not 
therefore attempt to corrupt this de- 
pendant, trufty ArguSy as he is. I have 
luckily eluded his eyes, and may con- 
trive perhaps hereafter to bear off 
the treafure that he is commiffioned 
to watch. However this may be, 
take care, I befeech you, that the pri- 
vate hiftory 1 now fend you may never 
reach the ear of Cornelia ; for, if (he 

retains 
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retains any great afFedion for me, 
which I can hardly fuppofe, I (hould 
be forry to mortify and infult it. FmoU 
i(h, obAinate bigot ! what would I 
not have given, to have made her as 
happy for life, as I made for fome 
hours the more beautiful, yet ftill kfs 
attradlive, Violante ! Deuce take this 
involuntary reflc6;ion ! it has half- 
poifoned my raptures, paft and to 
come ; and fince my fpleen is thus un- 
expedcdly awakened, the kindeft 
thing, my dear Edmund, that I can do 
by you is, to bid you abruptly fare- 
well. So believe me ever 

Your afFcdiouatc 

Seymoub. 



LET. 
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LETTER IV. 

From Miss to Mr. AudAsy. 

my dear brother, 

IT was furely a good angel whofug- 
gefted to you the idea of recom- 
mending to our dear Edmund an im- 
mediate excurfion to Genoa. I moft 
cordially hope that he will embark 
for that excurfion before many days 
elapfe, and not fo much for the friendly 
purpofe which you have in view, as to 
alleviate his own particular diilrefs; 
for I grieve to tell you, that he is at 
this moment one of the moft diftrefled 
beings that you ever beheld, A dread- 
ful incident has happened in our neigh- 
bourhood, which, though I truft it 
will ultimately be the means of giving 

tran- 
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tranquillity to his life, has affefted him 
fo deeply in the inftant, that he is ut- 
terly incapable of writing even to you. 
Indeed, my nerves have been as much 
fliaken as- his; but, as my heart is lefs 
concerned, I have greatly recovered 
xnyfelf, and (hall haften to rch'eve you 
from the alarm which this opening of 
my letter will, I know, occafion in 
you and our dear fympathctic* Harriot. 
' Tfhough you are both of a nature 
too noble to pry into the fecrets which 
decency and difcretion would keep as 
touch as poffiblc out of fight, I know, 
by flight hints which have fallen from 
you both, that you are apprized of 
what our dear Edmund wifhed to think 
an impenetrable myftcry, revealed only 
to me : I mean, his long and incor- 
rigible indulgence in the pleafures of 
illicit love, Alas ! how heavy a price 

is 
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is paid for thofe pleafures, even by 
the fex which is fuppofed to obtain 
them on the moft eafy and advanta- 
geous terms ! To our poor afflided 
Edmund they have proved, what I 
fancy they prove to moft men, a very 
unquiet dream, ending abruptly in a 
ftart of horror. But to my mournful 
ftory : As death, the great difcoveretr 
of latent foibles, has now utterly torn 
in pieces the half-tattered veil of fecre** 
cy, I am at full liberty to tell you, 
that the unhappy though alluring ob- 
jeft of Edmund's clandeftine attach* 
ment was a beautiful girl of this 
country ; (he was the daughter of a 
reputable farmer ; but, like moft of 
the farmers' daughters in our days, 
Ihe was little occupied in the falutary 
labours of ruftic life. The univerfal 
paftion for drefs and fentiment very 

early 
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early feized on this lively damiel : in- 
ftead of carrying her butter and eggs 
to the neighbouring noarket-town, (he 
never went thither but to purchafe 
gauze, and cram her pocket with 
novels from the circulating-library. 
From thefe (he fbon learned to confider 
Love as the only bu(inefs of life ; and 
thus difpofed, about ten years ago (he 
caft her eyes upon Edmund. He re- 
fembled the hero of her favourite ro- 
mance : (he contrived to throw herfelf 
alone in his way in a fweet (hady lane; 
one romantic ftep led to another ; and, 
after a few fentimental meetings, the 
fad old fenfual and common cataftrophe 
cnfued. The only extraordinary part 
of their amorous hiftory is this : aU 
though the poor idle girl, whom Ed* 
mund diftingui(hed by the whimfical 
ritle of Sylvia, made the firft over-. 

tures, 
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tures, (he has been inviolably faithfiiV 
though extremely capricious, in a con- 
nexion of many years ; yet their inter- 
courfe has been attended with a fuffi- 
ciency of troubles. The ufual mifchief 
happened very early ; and poor Ed- 
mund, who has naturally a tender con^ 
jfcience, was half-diftrafted with the ide^ 
of deftroying the peace pf an honeft un- 
fufpedling father : but Providence pre- 
vented the fcene of paternal anguiih^ 
which had terrified the imaginatioi* 
of the two delinquents. The old far* 
mer fini(hed his days without fufpeft- 
ing the condition of his child. Pool? 
Sylvia, had no mother ; and by th^ 
charitable affiftance of an auqit (thft 
humble widow of an humble Divine) 
flic avoided public difgrace, ajnd pra-f 
duced a daughter, tvhich Edfla:uud hat 
reared with thhutmoftpriyAey, aodonfjf 
, . .,. vifited 
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vifited as mifers vlfit their hidden gold* 
After the birth of this lovely infant^ 
he refolved to break the connexion; 
but, philofopher as he calls bimfeiff 
he found that this projed^ though 
ftrongly recommended both by virtue 
and pxuidence, was much eafier in theo- 
ry tha.a in pradlice. Sylvia, more 
beautiful and more fond than ever^ 
fettled herfelf with her aunt in a near« 
little, retired houfe^ but a very few 
miles from us* Hurfianity required 
that Edmund (bould fdmetimes carry 
heir accounts of the child, whom (he 
was allowed to fee very rarely, and 
by fteaUh. Alas ! this humanity^ my 
dear Audley, with mortals lefs virtu- 
t)U8 or lefs happy than you are, is apt 
to lead them, even with their eyes 
open, into fad folhes; it led our dear 
brother to hamper himfelf more, aiwi 

N more 
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more in this attachment, which he 
clearly faw was unfriendly to his com- 
fort, his tranquillity, his reputation. 
Fortunately no new incumbrances 
arofein the(hape of children: at times 
many good refolutions were formed ; 
but frailty, paffion, and habit, prevailed 
againft them. Spinfter as I am, I feel 
myfelf a little bound to argue, as far 
as I decently may, in extenuation of 
our dear Edmund's frailty ; becaufe I 
really believe that I have been, though 
very innocently, inftrumental to its 
continuance, I believe his very kind 
defire to footh my troubled mind, and 
to give me a houfe to manage, when I 
was fo bitterly difappointed of one that 
I expefted to call my own, prevented 
his thinking fcrioufly of a wife at the 
moft proper feafon, and of courfc had 
a tendency to prolong his refilefs bon- 
6 dagei 



lagev under the half-tender anci half- 
tyrannical Sylvia. However this may 
be^ they have maintained a fedret in- 
tcrcourfc for feveral years, in which 
their difquietude and their vcxatioli 
have far exceeded their ttndernefs and 
their pleafure, if I may credit the podt 
frail philofopher, who, for 'my edifi- 
cation, confeffes to me all his weak* 
liefs, though he will feldbm follow 
my fage advice. At laft, indeed, he 
had refolved on a thorough reform. 
Tired to death of the fpleen, and dif- 
cohtent of his wayward and queru- 
lous Sylvia^ he had exhorted her to 
fettle in a mode of life whofe advan- 
tages (he would often enumerate with 
envy. He was ready to facrificq hi^ 
f own pkafure toiler happinefs, or her 
tranquillity : (he might marry when- 
ever (he chofe it ; and his gcnerolity 
Vol. IV. D would 
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'would facilitate that event* Aftte* a 
million of debates^ bitter fquabblcs, 
and tender reconciliations, on this 
wide, field of argument^ all things 
were at length adjufted ; and poor Syl* 
via, to improve her temper, was to.be 
configned to a hufband* She had an 
ardent admirer in her own rank of life, 
!wbo, being frankly informed' of Iver 
paft life, very generoufly perfevercd in 
£is addreffes ; the day of marriage wfts 
appointed ; an event that £Iled mtC, I 
confefs, with ftrange mingled fenfk- 
tions of gladnefs and terror; of glad- 
nefs, becaufe I had long wi(hed to fee 
the poor enthralled Edmund let fre^^ 
and of terror, becaiife I clearly pfcr- 
ceived, that, although his reafon m- 
joiced in the profpe^ of this fr^dotk), 
his paffions were in fuch a ftate tliat 
they might induce him to fpurn the 

- bleffing 



bkffiog in the very inypmc.at whci) he 
ieemed to h^ve fecured ijt. While af* 
fairs were in this, aoxiojas fitu^ioai 
our whqle pountry waa afTembl^d ^% 
the great fair in our ne,\gIit»QUrhoo4-?«» 
Sylvia attqnd^d her deftttied hulhwd^ 
young EvanSj, tathi$ piptl^y iceneof 
bufineis and ii^rriin^at* A3 neitbe^ 
Bdmund oof iwi^^ to bo there, wf 
intended to remain com&^rtably at 
hQme^. aijtdgiye th,? ieTV?ntjS.auoppof^ 
tufiity of enjoying the gay fpeftacl^ 
by themfi^lve^^ A oie^gi; from qUf 
neighbour Mrs. Clayfield difccuac^rtT 
tod our qi4i«( plan. Being confined 
herfelf by indtfpoiition, and her huf? 
fa^nd being abroad, fiie requeued m^ 
to take her daughter Charlotte to the 
piipp^t^fheiv^ Edpaynd^ whofe good* 
jBQtijrro U always ready to gratify g 
)child|,. ordered pus chaifei and rodp 
D 2 with 
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with me and my happy little chhrgtf 
to the fair. We were all not a little 
mortified to find ourfelves too late* 
the booth of exhibition wAs fo crammed 
that it could not even admit another 
infantine Ipeftator. Poor little Char- 
lotte began to cry at the difappoint- 
ment; but fobn dried and forgot her 
tears, on being told, that the puppet- 
Ihew would begin again before it was 
time far us to go home, and then (he 
might depend on feeing k. It was 
indeed a providential bleffing to us 
that we were not admitted among the 
firft audience. The mafter of this can* 
vas theatre, to collefl the more money, 
had built fomething like boxes, and 
an upper gallery; but this ftrufturc 
was fo haflily and ill prepared, and fy 
overloaded, that part of it gave way* 
As we were fauntering about a hun- 
dred 
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dred yards from the great booth, we 
beard a mod horrible outcry, and foon 
beheld feveral men and women ru(h- 
ing forth in great confternatipn. The 
firft report was, that many perfbns 
were cruflied to death by a fall of the 
icaffolding. Edmund inftantly put 
me and the child into the chaife, and 
begged us to wait while he ran to en* 
quire into the r^al extent of the cala- 
mity. Think, Audley, what our dear 
brother*s agony muft have been, when 
he found that th^ firft unhappy fufferec 
brought forth from the ruins was poor 
^plvans, hideoufly disfigured apd quite 
dead* Edmund plunged, as he lias 
iince told me, with a frantic impulfe^ 
into the croud, and overfet fome qf 
the perfons employed in bringing out 
a female figure: it was poor Sylvia, 
with a frame moft deplorably (battered 
D 3 ftnd 



flttid almoft fpeechlefs ; yet fhe pofJefT^ 
0d her fei>fes ; and at the fight of Ed-^ 
jxiund faftened one hand (which was 
all fhe could move) upon him, with 
a (hriek of anguifti and affe<9:ion. He 
brought her to the chaife ; and havt- 
Hig with great difficulty got her into 
?t, and offered a reward to any man 
^ho could moft expcditioufly bring a 
ftirgcon to the houfe of lier aunt, he 
places himfeU by the fide of the poof 
half-expiring fufbrer, and drove from 
lis, promifing to fend the chaife back 
immediately for Charlotte and me: 
fbr this, however, we did not wait ; 
as a friend of Mrs^. Clayfield's conr 
yeyed both the child and me to cut 
tfefpe<Stive homes., I now paiTed fome 
hours of the moft melancholy folici* 
tude and fufpenfe, tvifliing to do every 
thing for the beft^ and yet doing nor 

thing. 
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thittg, for fear of doing wrong. At laft 
the chaife returned, with a rcqueA: 
from l^mund, that it niiight bring me 
immediatelv' to him. You will eafily 
believe that I felt no prudi(h fcruples 
at fuch a moment. I could willingly 
have facrificed reputation to alleviate 
the horrid fufferings of this poor dying 
creature/ But, alasl | had not the 
mournful fatisfa£lion of finding heA 
alive. The furgeon and I wfere both 
too late. 1 found my brother in the 
fondefl agonies of gtief, and prefling 
in his arms the breathlefs dbje6t of his 
love. Yet my arrival afforded him 
great relief. He rofe eagerly, to tell 
line virith what admirable expreflions of 
^iety and affeftion the haplcfs girl had 
eitpired. She blelTed God, he faid, 
that poor £vans had fuffered hone of 
thofc bo4i4y tortures which had fallen 
D 4 j6ftly 
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juftly on her. She confidered tho 
dreadful event as ordained by Provi- 
dence to fave that v^rorthy young man 
from much impending mifery, and 
herfelf pqrhaps from much guilt ; for 
file cpnfeffed, that, although flie had 
confented to the marriage, (he had 
found her heart and foul indiflblubly: 
attached to Edipupd,. She conjured him 
|p,,cher}(h hi?r child; and, above all 
things,, tp give her fuch, an education, 
hpwev,er. humble j as may? iJeft fecure 
her from; following the fa,tal example! 
of her unhappy mother.. .You wilt 
i}eadily cqnceive with what -tendernefs 
our gfntl?/Edmund replied., to tbcfe 
l^eart- piercing entreaties. He aflfured 
the tender expiring parent, that I 
Ihould prove a moft attentive aind af- 
fe<^ionate mother to the .dfar orphan 
fanny (the name of their daughter) 
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^t tbis idea, he fays, her bodily an- 
guifh feemed quite fufpended, and fhe 
arifwcred him in a tender tranfport : 
^^ Oh, my dear Edmund, I can believe 
any goodnefs in thofe who are related 
to you ! If your fifter, though 1 have 
not deferved fuch an honour, would 
but comfort my parting Iprrit with 
fuch a promife from her own lips, my 
death wpuld be a blefied one indeed !** 
|t was in cQiifequence of this fpeech 
that Edmund fent immediately for 
me ; but, alas ! as I have already told 
you, I came too late ; the little re- 
maining ftrength of the fond fufFercr 
VF^s cxhaufted by her impaffioned dif- 
Courfe with Edmund ; and, after con- 
juring hirn moft tenderly and repeat- 
edly to her Ijft gafp to love the poor 
little Fanny, and to think more of 
f^eaven, (he expired in his arms^ 

abou? 
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about half an hour before my ar«. 
lival. 

Tbe good old woman, with whoii^ 
this unhappy girl had long refiddd, ia 
too far advanced into fecond child- 
hood to feel this horrible €veht with 
▼cry poignant anguiflx. Bat on our 
dear, feeting Edmund it has made the 
deepeft impreffion. It was with the 
utmoft, difficulty that I could perfuade 
Ivim to quit the apartment of the de* 
ce^fed ; and when I had drawn him 
feom it I could not prevent his.re* 
turnings to gaze with infatiate grief oi^ 
that lifelefs frame which he had ido- 
lized, though not with a happy, yet- 
with a vehemeiit, affeftion. At my 
itjtreaty, however, he at length forced 
himfelf frpna the houfe, though not 
before the dawn of a new day ; and it 
was between five and fix yeftf rday 

morn- 
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mof-nitig btfore Wt rtached our own 
doolr. Since that time I have been 
greatly refreflied by much comfortable 
fleep; a bleffing which our dear af- 
flifted Edmund has not enjoyed : his 
mind, however, is aft calta as I could 
expea it to be; his health, I truft, 
not materially injured^ though his 
nerves ire at prefent in a painful agi- 
tation. At one time he talks of flying 
immediately to ;the fchool 6f his poor 
little FaAny, and of bringing the 
child honae diteftly; at another, he 
thinks himfelf not able *to fuppdrt the 
fight o( her at prefeht ; and 1 think 
he feetas mbft difpofed to foll6v^ the 
fuggeftion of your kind letter, which 
arrived the day before this dreadful 
evetit, and to join his friend Seymour 
abroad, leaving me to take care of his 
little Fanny, which you will readily 

believe 
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l^)J€ve I haye,promjfedjto,do to. .^hc 
i^f ippft. of Hiy ahiUl^^.and with allt|>^ 
^nderiKfs of a real mother. .nPbis 
^jtxi I tbiuk very much to be preferred 
to^all Z can think of^ for various rea-^ 
^o§^ with which I will not continue 
to lengthen this imtpoderately Jong, 
letter^ If you think with me^ tny 
good Audley, pray write a few footh- 
ing lines to our dear Edmund, and ex- 
hort him to the eifcurfion yoa hav,o 
already fuggefted. I am miferably 
wearied. by writing fo long and.fo 
^gcrly ; and can only, add, God bleft 
you I Pray let us hear from you by 
the ret^irniiig poft ; and believe mc 
fver 

Your affedionatc 

hVQTn 



PtS. Pray 
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= I».S. Pray tell Harriot, with Hay 
Jove, that the mow I'fee and' hear df 
life, the mote I d^niye, not oiily- yout 
vktUes, but yoW raw.feljqity. - Ikfey 
Heaven long prisferve it ! Adieu; Ititid 
not remind you, ' that it is the peculiar 
duty oi the happy to comfort thfc aJ^ 

meted, • »^ 



L E TT E R V, ^ 

FmoM MlU AUDLEY TO HIS BROTHER* 

. My VERY PEAR Edmund, , , , 

I was juft folding tip the inclofed let^ 
ter^ which I had written to your 
friend Seymour, in the hope of its tra*- 
veiling to him in your portnnanteat^ 
when I was furprifed and (hocked by 
the melancholy account of your recent 

diftrefs^ 
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^iftrefs* Believe me, we fympatbifc 
iBoft cordiaJIj in your forrow* What* 
^ver failings may have belonged to the 
4en? unhappy girl you have lo(k, they 
are ptit-weighed in our imagination by 
the force and fidelity of her affirdion 1h9 
you ; and I mufl alTure you» both in 
Harriotts name and my own, thit yov 
may fend your interefting little Fanny 
at any time to us^ and depend on our 
treating her exa^ly as a child *of our 
own. If you approve our iyften) of 
domefiic education^ and if Lucy will 
'feiign to. us a charge fo precious, we 
fhall be happy to enlarge our infantine 
circle by fqchan acquifition. 

As to ydurfelf, my dear brqther, I 
can perfedly enter into all the various 
trouble of heart and mind in which 
you have been fo fuddenly involved* 
fTo behold the calamitoijs defiru£lion of 
^ a lovely 



ft Iovf49^v being, bf vbom you kiu^ 
jwttliclf i)€laved, tboughf '^ Not wi6l^« 
yet too meWf'' o^yft iQak« an )m{««(^ 
.$oa P9 your fe.eliag fpiritlgoa ipxmUfB 
.tf>\bfy oovuEit^rtided by aiiy w^in c(mi<- 
,4Qle8»ccior.Ron(bJation* Tbpveryf^U 
ings of the dear defpartCKi iquft ba(¥e a 
tefidieacy to ^i^ireafe the £o^ vehe* 
toene^ of recent grief. It tsi fiArely iw* 
tural'foc you to think with the mqie 
tendtroefs of her affe^ioQt from r^fttth 
ting on tbe i^ere pri^e ^e paid for i<is 
i!!idu],g;e«ce. Alas^ how fiiU Oif b'UtQr* 
iief$ 1$ the ordinary lot of woman^l 
Your poffT S^via^ never happy Qveci 
with you^ wouW have hew a , wretch 
indeed io that ftate from which the 
loercy of Bcovidcuce has fofatched h^« 
The rdigious po^ni; of view in whVrii 
t^e fo^d dying girl .bohejld her ois^a 
4eftinyy tws i«vif;9Md her m^mwj. to 

me ; 
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me; and the child (he has Co anxloufly 
recommended to your care will be ah 
invaluable bequeftj if (he ferves, as I 
truft (he will, to retrace and perpetu^ 
ate on your heart the affeitionate leflbii 
of pifety bequeathed to you by the lipS 
of her expiring mother. 

Overwhelmed as you rhUft have been^ 
tny dear Edmund^ by this heart-pier- 
cing fcene, I ftill hope that you will 
foon be able to recover the natural 
tranquillity of your cultivated mind, 
and that you vs^ill (peedily purfue the 
projeft of foreign excurfion. Nothing 
can be more medicinal to the anguim 
of afflifted love than to force yourfclf, 
with a generous ardour, into the im- 
tnediate fei'vice of friend(hip. Indeed, 
little force will be neceflary on this 
occafion, as I am perfuaded that no 
felfilh forrow can diminifti your anxiety. 
5 ^ot 
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Ibr the perils of a friend £> juftly ^ear 
to 70U 86 Seymour. You wil} perceive, 
by ttie indofed, that I am greatly 
fil«rmed Ibr him myftlf : no you^^ in* 
deed, can more truly wantaMencor 
in his travels, than diis accomplifhedy 
but bafty young man ; cfpecially fince 
his natural impetuolity is inflamed and 
exafperated, by a disappointment which 
his hi^ pa^ns are ib Iktk able to 
brook. If any thing can fave him from 
plunging into ^Tudi licentious diflipa* 
tiori as witl oompkte bis mifery, i( 
muft be the vigilance of yaiiir friend* 
fliip. Heaven grant that you may be 
the means efpreferving each other from 
all evil, under the aufpices of your 
angeJic Giitliafla 1 With what delight 
would your friends of this couiury ioi 
you both reftored to it, with a new 
cafl of mindy and difciplined by afflic- 
Voi^ IV, E tion 
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'tion into a perfect fenfe of religion ! I 
flatter myfcif this .is no* ioiprobable 
event ; and I well know it is. an event 
which would make Ibme tender hearts 
under this roof leap for joy. Among 
them, believe me, the heart of 

Your afFedionate brother* 

P. S. Pray tell Lucy, who is ever 
you know a. mod. welcome gueft at 
this houfej that we conjure her not 
to remain in folitnde ; but as foon as 
you depart, to fly to us,, with her new 
little charge, whom I muft again af- 
fure you,^my dear Edmund, we are 
all eager to embrace* I need nbt tell 
you what kind and devout wiflies arc 
formed by the females around me for 
the profperity of your voyage. 



LET- 
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LETTER VL 
From Mr. Audley to Seymour. 

My dear bq/iy young friend^ 

I^N my return from a diftant and 
melancholy expedition, I was afto*- 
nilhed and grieved to hear that you 
have driven yourfelf to the <:ontinent^ 
inftead of rctxnming, as I hoped you 
would, a contented and welcome guefl: 
.to this houfe. I do not, my dear Sey«- 
.mour, write with an angry pen, to 
upbraid you for what is paft ; nor to 
remind you of the hopes you gave me, 
that you were refolved to purfue a very 
different line of conduft. I know how 
apt we all are to forget our rational re- 
folutions ; and one of our old claffical 
acquaintance has particularly taught 
E 2 me. 
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me, not to require reafon and method 
from the madnefs of IcKre. ^a your 
late meafures I will trouble you with 
no remarks; 'but allow me to taft' a 
friendly eye to the future. Some me- 
ditations bn httman nature Tiave in- 
idtrced me to think that of atl trakble 
«n ardent a^e^tion like ycKir^, my en- 
paging rii(h friend, h the greMeft and 
jftoft periioastmtorto itfeJf t on being 
thwarted in a point whkh it tod vehe- 
mently parfoeS) it is ftpttodi^aw e^ti- 
<jlufions ufiwarrantjed by trutfe, iind di- 
«6lly opperfite to its own inteirfeft* 
Dive into your owfi bdfom for «n illil^ 
Aration of my tfeitiark, tthdldlftiefti- 
^gettuoufly, if yoia have tKit frequently 
concltided that Cornelia ^hais no real 
-love for you, becaufe flie did nottoitt- 
Iply with your late itopoft«iiiFateaiKitoi> 
"jcraei requeft. The chief purpofe of 

my 
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my letter isi» to pr^ferv^ you frbca a 
n^tuf^ felf-dccepnoa in this v^xy im* 
partMA 9fnckt Believe me, I fpeaJ( 
the l^ttguag^ of ftr'K^ triith, and of 
Headjy though o0e«id€d friendihipy 
wheu I affufo you,, th^t the femaie 
heart oiQver Iblt aidbSion txvore g^nuini^ 
aiSEd inienfe than the airc^ix)o whtck 
the desolate Conidia (liU retmns ^oir 
you. Though her retibn aud religioti 
eajoined and enabled her to decide 
againft you, in jrour late conteft ; yet 
the agonies of heart which that m^ 
golic viftory coft her threw her life 
into great danger* The eonfcioufr 
nefs of having a^ed in a ni«nn@r t9 
merit the approbatian of heaven ?nd 
fEarth, has proved the moft effe<3ual 
inedlcine in reftoring her to tbitt de^ 
greeof tranquillity and half^reoovered 
healthy mhich fhe poflfefTes atr prefect. 
E 3 The 
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The love, which has ceafed to con- 
vulfe her heart, ftill exifts undiminifhed 
in her bofom, and is become, indeed, 
fo much a part of her exiftence, that 
whatever your deftiny may be, flie, I 
am convinced, will never attach her- 
felf to any other man. The heart of 
Cornelia was formed to love only once: 
you have been, and ever muft be, the 
only objefl: of its tender idolatry ; and 
your genferous Ipirit ought to admire 
and applaud the divine fortitude with 
which (he endures to facrifice even this 
idol to her God. — But, alas ! my 
dear Seymour, it has been your ipisfor- 
tune, as it is the misfortune of thou- 
fands at your age, and in your rank of 
life, to look on piety either with con- 
tempt or companion : as it has proved 
an inpedimcnt to your dcfires, you 
will be tempted to confidtr it with pe- 
culiar 
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culiar fpleen and injuftice. There are 
times, I dare fay, when the piety of 
your accompliflied and beloved Corne- 
lia appears to you a moft degrading in- 
firmity ; the mark of a poor, a timid, 
and feeble mind, though in truth it 
is exaftly the reverfe. Believe me, 
her piety is of that genuine kind which 
elevates the underftanding and enno- 
bles the heart. By uniting with the 
tcndereft and moft powerful of all na- 
tural fentiment, I mean, her maternal 
afFeftion, it gives a tranfcendant charm 
to her charadter; and makes her at 
once, perhaps, the moft interefting 
and moft perfed of human creatures; 
with allthefoftncfs of woman, and all 
the energy of a faints I wifli, nvy 
dear friend, that I had the power of 
conveying to you, in the moft vivid 
colduraof eloquence, a complete idea 
E 4 of 
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©fall her merit, all her lovelincfs, all 
her afFeftion ; not to exafperate yow» 
regret far a treafure yoq have lofl:, Uttt 
to awaken you to an early juft fenfe of 
what it is ftiil very poflible for you to 
tcquire. However angry ai^ unjuft 
towards her you may feel at prefent^ 
^ day will furely come (and it h tba 
wi(h of my heart to accelerate th»t 
day), when the conduft of Cornelia 
will appear to you as lovely as her per? 
fon : it is impoiTible that a fpirtt lihM 
your^ (however mortified and offended) 
^n meditate on fuch a woman with 
long and unrelenting injuftice; for had 
pot education, indulgence, andfa(hion| 
given a fatal biafs to your mind, believe 
me, it would haye been in all points 
the counterpArt of Cornelia* f. I never 
beheld a couple in my life. whom nar 
%^tp ieemed to have faihioned mor^ 

hap? 
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bappl]y for each other, oc whoai timo 
und chance had united in a mom ar-» 
dent afTedioa. You have both tbo 
fame exquliite fenlibility^ the fana^ 
openuefs of heait> the fame generous 
abhorrence, not otily of every thing 
that U mean, but of every thing tba( 
borders uponmeanoefs. In (hort, when* 
ever I think of you, and that is not 
feldom, you ftrike me as the firfl pair 
in the beautiful defcription of Milton* 
How happy ihould I think myfeif In 
ieeing your nuptial couch prepared 
under the aufpices of heaven ! I am 
perfuaded, my dear Seymour, that time 
and experience will ibon (hew you the 
emptineis and inftability of all enjoy- 
mei>t$t which do not reft gn the bafis 
of Religion. If Providence, uniting 
with your own excellent underftand- 
ing, ihould fpecdily produce that hap- 

py 
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py change in your religious fcntiments 
which I am fo eager to behold, pray 
let 'this letter ferve to remind you, that 
you will certainly find, under my cuf- 
tody, perhiaps the moft valuable earth- 
ly reward which God can beftow upon 
any man for correcting the errors of 
his mind, a woman of exquifite attrac- 
tions, and as full of purity and love as 
the religion (he profeffes. Let me add, 
that when 1 fee you entitled to thisre* 
ward, it will be cdnfigned to you by a 
pcrfon whofejoy on the occafioa 
will almoft equal your own. Farewell| 
and believe me 

Your very faithful and 
afFedlionate friend, 
Charles Audley. 



LET- 
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LETTER VIL 

From Edmund to Charles Audley* 

YOU are the beftof brothers, and 
the moft indulgent of ifriends ! 
How can I fufficiently love and thank 
you, both on Seymour's account and 
my own ? Alas ! I am ill able to ex- 
prefs, at preffent, the double gratitude 
that I feel. Yet I muft thank you for 
your moft affeftionate and foothing let- 
ter, from the bottom of a heart very 
deeply, and, I confefs, very fobliilily 
affli^ed. Ah, my dear Charles, I 
begin to conceive how much the balm 
which Religion adminifters to a wound- 
ed fpirit, may be fuperior to all tlie 
boafted confolations of Philofophy; 
I vainly thought that I had difciplined 

my 
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my own quiet and contemplative mind 
iafucb a manner as to render it fuperior 
to the H^iilice c^aceidant ; 31 et rtie event 
ofaminate has thrown me^intQ a diibr- 
der of heart and fpirit that I might bfuffi 
to copi&fs to auy p^ribn) U& ktdid\%9it 
cr I^fs dear to m^ than 70a are^ Gmd 
Heaven I of what IkxU ui^ and eiieacf 
is( the mere upaiiifl^d reafon of ^ crea* 
tuice,^ who vaii^y prides himfalf on bi^ 
ratioDality I My rcafcHi has todd m^ t 
thoufand timea,^ that it is fooliih lo 
)aiP€Ut the death of au unhappy gk%\, 
who frequently feemed to live of>ly %9 
torment roe ; yet, I own to you, ber 
]ofs has affeded pe fo m^ch, that m 
iftfing this lovely torm^entor I feel a$ 
if I had loft every thing which coul4 
recoif cile me to life« Sho was^ iudf ed^ 
a very (extraordinary and ench^inting 
f rea^turct To atone fof a tenoper, p^r* 

haps 



hapb the mofti3ipiicicteis atid JklS^twr^ 
nobmingthatevt)- exifted, fiie^hadttht 
Araageft naturbl tmdsrAmdftigv ^ii4 
dm molt pointed tvic^ t^Mt I )0oror >fMt 
torith i<i vmrnti ^ a pTOfty widl a %«Cik^ 
tag 3cd!Stiteiiafx« j - 4i ^ toate hodj^^ ftiH 
fiidte doqoeat ; and afieifticmfe, wk<f& 
Qfdour AR^ais cquatteA bf. thM: jbd^iikyi 
Oh, rmy poar 'SyiVial •vmotug all ihf 
kifinite vatieiies (df 'charadKr whidi 
tbyierx Qotiipria!:;bS9 
^ 1 ne'er flwU 4a6k upon thy Rkc tigam.'* 
fitit 1 defetved to iofe thee as I diS^ 
for being (6 cold-hearted a wretch a^ 
to thirik of placing thee for life in thie 
arms of that'haplefs fimple fellow, who 
liad not faculties to comprehend thy 
tnoft engaging attractions, nor fenfe to 
pity and correft thy felf-tormenting 
imfirmities! Oh, my dear Charles, if 
there is (as you fo confidently a<id *fo 

chear- 
6 
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chearfitlly exped) a happier world to 
come after this, furely Oie will hot be 
excluded from its beatitude^ who never 
difcoveredi even to the eyes of a pre* 
judiced inquifitor, any failing thati did 
not ^rife, either frcwi> a negle£lcd edn* 
cation, , or from organs too ddlicateiy 
ccnftru<Sted. But I will endeavour ! to 
turn my thoughts from the dear loft 
obj.e£l of my very turbulent and fatal 
love, to that poor little orphan whom 
'(he has enjoined me to cheriflb wiih 
wiblameable affeftion. ; the very tender 
and generous manner ia which you 
fpeak to me of this dear defolate child, 
and the fond Lntereft which our incom- 
parable fifter takes in its prefervatioi>, 
have proved the mofl' foothing and 
beneficial medicine to my dejefted fpi- 
rit. You will not doubt the warmth 
of my gratitude to you both on this 

occa- 

2 
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occafiooy when you recoiled how Ibri* 
oufly I have ever thought of parental 
duties. If a tender vigilance i^ duo 
from every 6ither to his child^ how 
doubly incumbent is this duty upon 
thofe who have ra(h]y introduced their 
offspring into a world of trouble, un- 
der fuch a difadvantage as no heart, that 
is truly parental, can think qf^ with- 
out the tremors of apprehenfion, if 
not of forrow ! Heaven grant that my 
fweet little Fanny, who is indeed a 
very promifing child, may live to re- 
ward you, by her improvement, for 
the extreme kindnefs with which you 
fpeak of her education ! I confign her 
with gratitude and confidence to my 
two equally dear and excellent fifters. 
Lucy (hall bring her to your houfe as 
fpon as I am gone ; but I cannot quit 
the kingdoiii without folding .the dear. 

little 
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IktfccrphantJnce tomy heart, tfeoug'Ii 
I am well aware that the afiguilh of 
rhai merment will eqaal its ddight. 
Her fchool lies in my way, ^nd t/uey 
Vf'M attend me fo far. I am eager ta 
be gone on e?ery accoimt, and pat ti- 
cuferly feecaufe I have received fome 
very ailarming intelligence from onr 
rafli and ungovernable friend. You 
will grieve to ;hear, that his hafty fpi^ 
rk has driven him into the fnares of a 
Venetian courtezan. Who lives with 
an old vohipOfuary of Portugal. He ii 
fo captivated 'by this young forcerefs, 
that perhaps his next letter may be too 
fuH -oi licentious rapture for a female 
eyetoperufe. At all events, you witt 
join vtritli me in thinking thait it is 
much better for us to icep our women 
in dbfolute ignorance of this peiiflous 
folly. I have therefore taken precaH- 

tion» 
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tionSy that all his letters to me which 
may arrive in my abfence (hall be fe- 
crctly delivered into yoi* hand* — ^The 
friendly folicitudc you exprefs for him 
entitles you to their per ufal; and, how- 
ever unguarded they may be, I can fe- 
curely truft them to your virtue and 
itfcrfetidft. Ah, my dear happy Charks, 
hftd yoHt bfothet ^tid yxiur friend been 
y<y*ir eqtials in thtft invaluable qttali- 
tks, th*ir liVfeS WouM haVe beeil left 
imhittfeffcd thaii they havie been, and I 
fliould ttyoft pfobably havfe efcaped the 
douWfc *!*d ^hich libW preffes tax thtj 
fpi^itS of 

Your dejedled, but moft 

^ grateful and affeftiotiate, 

£dmund# 

Vol. IV. F LET- 



6$ THE HISTORY err 

LETTER VIIL 

From Edmund Tb Miss Audley. 

TF I have been, my dear .Sifter, as 
you have frequently told me> the 
great fupport and comfort of your life, 
in a feafon when the powers of your 
own heart and mind defertqd you, how 
amply have you now repaid the affec- 
tionate obligation ! I have no v^ord^ 
half expreflive enough to tell you my 
grateful fenfe of the intelligent tender^ 
iiefs with which you treated my poor 
little fenfitive Fanny and her diftraft- 
ed father in our painful interview, and 
more painful feparation. My beft mode 
of thanking you will be to confcfe 
3 very 
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Very frankly that without yoUr iffift- 
ance I fhould have been utterly over- 
whelmed^ and unable to purfue the ex- 
pedition to which fo many powerful 
motives have eonfpired to invite me. 
Our dear inconfiderate Seymour little 
thinks that I am haftening to his fuc-^ 
tour ; and much lefs could he imagine 
what pangs of heart it has coft me to 
force myfelf into his fervice, eager and 
folicitous as I ever am to ferve him. 
But while I held my dear little weep- 
ing orphan in my arms, I felt ais if all 
my life ought to be devoted folely to 
her ; ind in the moment when I tore 
myfelf at laft from her fweet little 
infantine erhbrace, my poor Sylvia 
feemed to die a fecond time* Ah ! my 
dear Lucy, as I drove away from you 
both, I felt fuch bitter anguifli and 
^drearinefs of foul as no language can 
F 2 exprefsr 
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exprefs. It was not till the next day in 
my po\Ver to recover my riafon enougk 
to thiak of you as I ought^ aad toeti^ 
joy the refk£tioii that L h«d left luy 
child happily difpoied to obey mid love 
you, and fecure of finding in yowr tfen^ 
d€f nefs all the fond vigilance of a real 
mother* Heaven blefs you both ! and 
Heaven grant that the fervices which^I 
am trying to render our raih friend irt 
Italy may be os great as the pains I 
have endured in fetting cot on the 
adventure ! 

I hdve been fo engrofled by thefe fuf* 
fe rings, that 1 have not yet told you t 
am now on French ground. I had t 
quick paiTage acrofs the Channel^ and 
without any ficknefs except that of 
the h^art. As I traverfed the deck of 
our veflbl, I continually thought of 0«t 
dear angelic Giuliana and her fimilar 

fuf. 
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fttfFdrkigs in this very pafTage. Alas, my 
dear Lucy, I call our fufFerings fimilar; 
Uh to you I will confefs, and with 
fitame confefd, their difference. In 
iearcbing my own dreary heart, I find 
no portion of that divine refignatioii 
and enthgfiafm with which our adored 
Gluliana fupportcd her forrow, and 
converted into a bleffing the very bit- 
tertiefs of affli<Sion. Oh! Philofophy, 
I begin to abhor thee a$ the moft trea- 
cherous of guides. Thou art magnifi- 
cent in thy promifes, but contemptible 
in thy performance. In the twilight 
of ordinary nnaflftiilrcd life, thou only 
ferveft to drown by thy loud-talking 
our falutary apprchenfions ; but, when 
rhe darknieft of real tribulation falls 
Upon us, our loquacious leader becomes 
wmcre route; and all the impreflion 
which thy voice has left upon the heart 
F 3 is 
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is regret and fliame for having truile^ 
it fo long. Oh! Lucy, if it fliall.bc 
my lot to fee you and the dear orphan 
no more, pray remember it is the re-< 
queft of my heart, that you will ihfufe 
into the very promifing muid of your 
precious little ward an early ferioua 
fenfe of Religion. Do nor, my deap 
Sifter, let your tenderncfs take any 
^larm at a fuggeftion fo little expefted 
from me. Do not, I conjure you, fup- 
pofe that I have any gloQmy prefage of 
hallening to the graye* On the con- 
trary, I can affure you, my health isi 
already mended by my truvels ; and I 
begin to be animated by the hope of 
accomplilhing the devout wifli of our 
dear Charles, and of bringing back aa 
unexceptionable hufband to the moft 
interefting of enamoured women, puy 
jnat9hlef§ Cornetia. Perhaps, in la-. 
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bouring- to preferve the unballafted fpi- 
rit of my precipitate friend, I may {ave 
ray own alfo froni a wreck that I did 
aot apprehend. Happy indeed (hall 
we be, if, alter all our various difficul- 
ties and diftrefs of mind, we at laft form 
all together a little firmly fettled fo-* 
ciety, united not only by human but 
coeleftial ties. With this animating idea 
I will bid you farewell, dear and ex* 
ccUent guardian of my little treafure. 
Give our fweet Fanny a parental kifs 
for me; and affurc her, that I ihall re- 
turn with my pockets better filled with 
' pretty toys for her, than (he ever found 
them in her life. I hope this will find 
you «both comfortably lodged iix the 
chearfiil lioufe of our dear Charles* 
Pray do not fail to tell me very frankly 
what kind of fir ft iarprefTion our little 
Panny makes on every cirealuce at 
^ i F 4 Audley" 
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Audky-Grove, I have no doubts g| 
heir roeetiug with gifeat kindn^fs ; bur( 
I have aa anxious, aud amhitioiAS. define 
to know whether th^ fweet Itttk Fairy^ 
in the ucioavent of her firft becoming vir» 
fible to Qur friends, appears as iovely to 
them 33 (he does, miy dear Lucy, ii\ 
your eyes,. 4nd in thofe oi 
Yaui: woft. gratefvl aad affe6iion^t^ 



L E T T E R IX. 
From Cornelia to Miss^ j^udley, 

SURELY no human creatioire wz^ 
ever fa deeply indebted to all tho 
various branches, of one family^ as I 
am, my dear Lucy, to. yours. It is not 
enough that your relations. of tbi&houjKl 
4 have 
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have watched over mjr poor feebio 
framei and more (battered fpirits, with 
bcefiant unwearied tenderneft and pa^ 
rental anxiety ; tven your dear fedate 
Edmund n to quit for oie, I 6ad, that 
quiet and comfortable home^ to which 
he h fo miAch wedded, and to wawtec 
for my fake over feaa and roouutain$ 
tQ G-epw. I might mdeed fhy the 
wgrateful prvwks ited pretend that I 
hftve no. conqeni in his travels ; but the 
fpiric of your Cornelia, my dear Lucy^ 
was aev^r formed for any unworthy 
fubrwft^e, any vain or ungenecQu^ dif» 
guif6« No^ my dear, I entreat you to 
tcU your friendly Edmund, that my 
heart will for ever call itfelf his debtor. 
Whoever attempts to ferve our dear 
precipitate mifguided Seymour will 
frffuredly render a fervice to me that 
I ihall ever be moft willing to acknow* 

ledge. 
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jedge. I will freely confefs to you, 
my fweet friend, that I feel the idea of 
Edmund's journey as the firft ray of 
chearful light that has glanced oh my 
benighted fpirits fince I funk into- the 
wretched ftate of debility and dejection, 
from which my incomparable friends 
have been labouring to reftorc me. It 
is not, niy dear Lucy, that I fondly 
catch at a falfe and frivolous hope of 
making the beloved fugitive my huf- 
band. No, believe me, that Heaven 
which gave me ftrength to reje43: the 
mod infinuating, the nioft dangerous, 
the tnofk idolized of all mortal tcmp^^ 
t^rs, ftill prevents my finking ipto a 
weak apoftacy, from which I have fo 
fervently prayed to be preferve.d* In 
this point I have fome reafon to be fa* 
tisfied with mylelf ; and whenever I 
paft my eyes pn my children, thofe pret 

pious 
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cious fources and rewards of my refo-^ 
lution, I. feel an inexpreffible maternal 
triumph in my foul, which I am con- 
vinced no temptations in the world 
could ever induce me to forfeit. Yet, 
fupported as I am by a proper fenfe of 
my own conduct, and flattered as I am 
by our dear friends of this boufe on my 
fortitude (alas ! they know not how 
weak a wretch they flatter) ; I am dif- 
trafted with the dread of a thoufand 
evils into which I may have driven the 
loft Seymour. Oh God ! how bitter 
is the condition of my own fafety, fince 
I could obtain it only by the hazard 
of proving a fource of wrctchednefs 
to the man whom 1 have fo many rea- 
fons tg love! Ah ! my dear Lucy, you, 
who know as well as 1 do his fiery and 
precipitate fpirit, will pity the agoniz- 
ing terrors which it inceflantly awakens 

in 
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L> my heart, ihm often db we Iwar 
€fi impiQtuoiu^ "roeii^ who rijfh mto ai 
d^fperate and fuddoii mtrrbge fiporo 
ipoti^s €if rafentment asbd iadignation. 
Ob, Heavens ! my dear Lucj, 1 could 
BQt hear that Seymcwjr was married 
thus md furvive it* Merciful God I 
pifeferve m^ from a blow that would 
irric^te my poor . fhattered brain into 
jwadnefs ! Yet why feouldi feel it thu&J' 
Ohr. Lucy ! are thefe fcntiments that 
become, the firm votary of Reafon and 
Religion ? No, ray coiifcience tells me 
ihey aje aot ; yet I feel they are fo iii- 
terwovea with the febres of my heart, 
that I know not how to tear thenx 
from my breaft. O Jealoufy 1 thou 
keeneil of tortures, I did not think k 
wa« poffibie for thee to exift whea 
Hope was utterly extiiiguifhed ; but I 
jfeel that thy flings can pierce even the 

cold 



CdftNBLIA SKDLEY. 77 

t^Ad miMilt of Defpaif, and againd; 
lh«iti thtrt is \}0 diefetitfc but the dark 
fliidd of I>ath. O, Lucy! I have 
thfo*ra my poor trembling nerves into 
fuch diforder by the phantxjms which 
iny own trbublcc! fancy has conjured 
u^, thAt I muft throw down my pen, 
and refume it at fome feafon of more 
tranquillity ; if fuch a feafon iieVer 
arrives, this paper (hall never reach 



Tlie preceding pages have waited 
long, my dear Lucy, for this poftfcript ; 
but in tht interval, how deeply has my 
heart been affefted with forrow, with 
pity, and with gratitude, in hearing all 
that 1 have heard of your amiable 
aflBit^cd brother ! — Poor Ednaund ! has 

he 



^8 THE lilSTbRY OF . 

he too experienced the turbulent an^ 
guifli of an unwife and fatal afFedion ? 
and, overwhelmed as he muft be with 
recent grief, has he ftill the gene* 
rofity to furmount his own immediate 
diftrefs, and proceed diredly to aflume 
the guidance and protedion of our ra(h 
rambling Seymour ? . 

'^ Reward Him for the noble deed, juft 

*' Heaven ! 
*' For this one aftion, guard Him, and 

" diftinguilh Him 
*^ With fignal mercies, and with great 

" deliverance ! 
^^ Let him know nothing elfe but good 

" on earth, 
** And everlafting bleffednefs hereafter/^ 

Heaven indeed has almoft granted half" 
this prayer, in giving him, my dear 
Lucy, futh a comforter as you are, and 
fuch a blefled guardian for his poor 

littk 
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little deferted Fanny. But haftc, I 
conjure you, and bring this dear inter-* 
cfting orphan to us. I long to take the 
little haplefs innocent to tny bofbm, 
and cherifh her as my own daughter. 
I percieiye already that fhe will prove to 
me a fweet and foothing companion ; for 
my full heart will feem at leaft to re- 
lieve itfelfj while I am careffing the 
child, from that burthen of unutterable 
gratitude which I feel towards her fa- 
ther. Hafte, therefore, my dear friend, 
I again conjure you, to a houfe where 
every heart is eager to bid you wel- 
come, and none more fo than the poor 
bruifed and troubled, but ftill warm and 
feeling, heart of 

Your moft affeftionate 

Cornelia. 



LET- 
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LETTER X: 
From Mrss Audley to hbr brck 

THER E0MCMDi 
MV VERY t>EA'R ANt) GEl^ERODS TRAVELLER, 

IT is with HO lie tie portion of pride 
and delight that I thank you for 
all the kii^ things you lay of me in 
your affeding letter% In return^ I 
{hall give you io fpeedy an account of 
the dear little Fairy Queen (whom I 
have the pleafure to attend more as a 
v^rorlhiper than a governefs), that I am 
perfuaded my letter will reach Genoa 
long before you can. I figure to my- 
felf the great joy you will have in pe- 

rufing 



ruling, under the roof of tiic dear fym- 
pblihttic CSufiana, - the pleafing hiftory 
I have to glN^e of my delightful Kttle 
dbttipafiiion. I love your parental anx- 
iety^ ill sfltinfg tne to defcribe the firft 
itofwreffion iffre made on the friendly 
chtU here* But, my dear Edmund, 
when you made this requeft, you 
iftbuM have infpired me with powers 
tff tJefcripticfn fat furpafling the hum- 
blfe ones 1 poffefs ; for the fcene you 
wifli to have reprefented to you requires 
a very toafterly haiid. 

O that I were a Shakfpeare in pet* 
ticoats for your lake ! 1 would then 
prefcntyou with fuch a fairy drama 
as would draw fome tears of tendernefs 
and delight from your parental eyes. 
But as it is, I muft content myfelf 
with asking you a fimple queftion : . 
Did you ever obferve the female foces . 

Vox.. IV. G in 
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in the gallery of a playhoufe when et^ 
traordinary talents were difpkyed by 
feme Liliputian prince or princefs ? If 
you have, you have fcen thofe fpeak- 
ing faces exprefs a tender admiration, 
and fomething like a doubt whether 
the infantine performer could be an in- 
fant or not. And, having feen fuch 
faces, you may have^ in recolleding 
them, a very good idea of the firft im- 
preffion made by our dear little Fanny 
in this friendly theatre, where all her 
infantine graces are admired, and all 
her early talent* called forth. You 
know we are fond of children ; and, 
believe me, no child can have a more 
bewitching manner of conciliating af- 
fection. Harriot thinks her extremely 
like you ; and every time fhe fays fa, 
Cornelia is ready to prefs this living 
miniature of you to her bofom, in a 

tranf- 



^^ 
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tJanfport of gratitude for thofc fervices 
Which we truft you are now rendering 
to our whole party by the important 
i^bjeft of your excurfion^ How happy 
will your letters make us all, if you are 
able to fend us accounts as good as I 
have now the pleafure of difpatching 
to you ! I have not only the great fa- 
tisfa£^ion of afTuring you, that your 
child is idolised and made happy here; 
but I am able to add, that (he is an 
abfolute cordial, and a very falutary 
and delightful one, to the tender fpirits 
of Cornelia ; they have taken a pro- 
digious fancy to e^ch other; fo much 
fo, that I (hould be quite jealous if I 
did not confider Cornelia as a kind of 
fecond felf. 

Apropos of Jealoufy t we have had a 

tnoft ludicrous little example of that 

trag cal paffion, and a proof how very 

G z early 
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early it begins to agitate and diftrefsf 
the poor female heart. My fweet little 
niece and namefake, whom Cornelia 
wiihes to fee in future days united to 
her eldeft fon, and who is already 
fiyled his little wife, has begun, young 
as fhe isy to weep for the inconflancy 
of lier William, The Liliputian trai* 
tor was fo enchanted by the more 
womanly attractions of our blooming 
Fanny, that he grievoufly deferted his 
more infantine cara Jpofa. The points 
and freaks of Jealoufy at three years 
old appeared very laughable to Harriot 
and me; but Cornelia, who has, I be-^ 
lieve, much more genuine tendernefs 
than either of us, faid we are abfolute 
Barbarians, and (he could not reft hcr- 
felf till (he had made the tiny tor-' 
mented heart quite eafy. This flit 
very dexteroufly accompli(he4 ; and di- 
verted 
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verCdd u^ not a little, by her mode of 
managmg^the afTe^Stions of our Fairy 
groupe, in which fhe profefled herfelf 
much affifted by the intelligedce and 
good^-nature of Fanny, who has, with 
great fweetnefs of difpofition, accepted 
the younger Sedley as her Twain. To 
all thefe matters I alluded, when I told 
you, that, had I the talents of Shak- 
fpeare, I cduld fend you a very intereft- 
iog Fairy-drania; Believe me, the 
quarrel and reconcilement of Titania 
and Oberott are not more highly dra- 
matic than the fcehes that have palled 
between our little Lucy and Wil- 
liam. 

Had I not feen fo much of your pa- 
Tental teinletnefs^ I fliould be afraid of 
your, thinking me a fad old gdffiping 
nurfe, for having talked fo long of our 
little fcdkfc They have indeed en- 
G 3 grofled 
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grofled fo much of my paper, that I can 
only add a few words of our growi> 
gentry. 

Thefe, however, fhall be ferious 
words. And fir ft let me fay, that our 
dear Charles dropt a tear of paternal 
joy over one paflage of your very af- 
fedting letter to me : 1 need not tell 
you which paffage, nor with what 
cordial fatisfa^ion he fpeaks of that 
happy revolution which he fays is now 
working in your mind; and which 
Cornelia fometimes, I believe, confi- 
ders as a blelTed harbinger of a fimilar 
revolution ill the mind of a certain per- 
fon ftill dearer to her than you are.— ^ 
Pray tell our beloved Giuliana, that if 
ihe wi(hes to make a little paradife on 
earth for her Englifli friends, (he has 
only to lead in perfon the two convert** 
^^ \vanderers to this door^ that will 

" almp^ 
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'^ almoft leap from off its hinges 
To give ye -entrance here."— . 

Heaven grant that we may fee a day 
of fuch univerfal happinefs ! Such Is 
the conftant prayer of our domeftic 
circle; and particularly, my dear £d- 
piundy of 

Your afFeSionate fifter. 

P. S. Fanny charges me ^to tell you 
how exaftly Ihe has done every thin^ 
you defired ; and how dearly fhc loves 
you. She is, in truth, a fweet little 
model of obedience . and aff^^on.*^-*^ 
Adieu. 



Qi . LET' 
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LETTER XL 

AT kngth, my dear and tpoJong 
difregarded prophet, the mif- 
chieft yau. have frequently foreboded 
are fallen on mc. I am paying, at this 
moment, a heavy penalty for having 
Jaughed fo often at your prudent timi- 
dity in the purfuit of pleafare. White 
you, without a rival in your rural love, 
and unfufpefted by the graver part of 
the world, are quietly enjoying the 
tendernefs, and even the whimlies, of 
your conftant though capricious Syl- 
via, I am thrown, by my impetuous 
folly, on a couch of pain, penitence, 
and difhonour. A fad example, Icou- 
4 fefs^ 



c£^i#^ i^y, dear caytipus Edpaund^ of the 
niaxiin from our favourite poet^ which 
yoM have fo vainly endeavoured to fix 
«s an acQukt on my hafty fpirit^ 

** That violent delights have violent cnds/^ 

But you will rgolce that I am ftill 
living, when I tell you it has appeared 
a matter of great doubt whether my 
half-departed life would return to me 
or not. You would not. eafijy gucfs 
the perfon to whom I am indebted for 
its immediate, prefervation. I rauft 
baften therefore to tell you^ that I owe 
it entirely to, the humanity, the noble- 
l)efs of nature, and, I may add, the 
medical (kill, of the very Don Manuel 
whofe private rights I had fo grofsly 
invaded* Ah, Edmund, if I (hould 
live, J have learnt at leaft one leffon, and 
that is^ never to believe what rumour 

fays 
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fays to the prejudice of perfons who 
are diftinguilhed by extraordinary ta« 
lents. Men of genius are too much 
inclined^ perhaps, to defpife the world ; 
but the world t^kes amplp revenge, by 
giving them quick credit for a thonfand 
unexifting enormities. 

I had foclifhly believed that my 
noble Seignor of Portugal was an old 
voluptuous brute and tyrannical Barba- 
rian. I have found him exa£lly the 
reverfe. He is indeed, as report faid 
of him, a prodigy of univerfal know- 
ledge ; but he is equally admirable fbr 
candour, indulgence, and generofity. 
Violante is in truth no miftrefs of his, 
but a wild and licentious, though 
lovely, daughter of Eve^ whom the 
kind Seignor, with more zeal than 
prudence, undertook to difcipline anxi 
jreforn) for a young noble friend, who 

loves 
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loves her to fuch a pitch of diftradioii 
that he has ferious thoughts of making 
h«r his wife. Nor would any one find 
reafon to cenfurehis idea, if fuperlativc 
beauty and talents could atone for the 
want of chaftity in a married woman. 
Though the charms and allurements of 
this Syren have nearly put a forry end 
to my life, I cannot even now (peak of 
them without praife. But you will 
grow impatient for my own particular 
hiftory. Let me paufe a little, my 
dear Edmund, and you fliall have it. 
I am fo feeble, and fo conftrained in 
my pofture, that I can only write a 
few lines at a time. But, after a little 
reft, I will begin my difaftrous adven- 
tures, and proceed as far as pain an^ 
languor will give me leave* 

During 
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, Dumig my fecond vlfit toViolantt 
we were alarmed in the iiaiddle of the 
xiight,. or rather towards mortung. 
The fair agile Venetian fprang haftily 
from her pillow ; and, having liftened 
a few momenta on the oipitfide of her 
chamber-door, ihe flew rapidly with- 
in, and turned the key% **Thc pld 
Seignor is certainly returned,'* cried 
the terrified Violante-^** the fecretary 
has watched and betrayed us-— if the 
old tyrant catches you here, my love, 
he will take perhaps both our lives-^-- 
I am certainly ruined for ever if you 
cannot contrive to efcape frooi this 
wiiadow-^I think you may — for Hea- 
vent's (afce, try if it is poffible !" Such 
wer<e the fuggfftions of my poor 
frighted companion, while Ihe ran 
backwards and forwards to a window 
in a little adjoining dreffing-room, 

clofe 



ckrfe CD which grew a tall poplAr, fo 
Very near the windaw that I cotiW eafi* 
ly touch the leaves with my hand) 
but there was not any ftrong branch 
Ivithki the utmoft reach of my elctend* 
ed arm. 

There was however a fhort and 
flight pole laid acrofs from the window 
to the tree, which ferved ;as a paflagc 
to a favourite tame fquirrel of Violan- 
te*s, which lived alternately in htt 
room and in the tree. My only chance 
was to fpring lightly over this pole* 
and feize the large limb of the poplar 
on which it refted. As I have evei! 
been, you know, a little vain of my 
agility, I thought I could fafely ac- 
complifli this hazardous ftep; and I 
was induced to attempt it by the agony 
of terror which was vifible in every 
look and gefture of Violante, and by 

her 
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her extreme anxiety to preferve her re* 
putation* After giving her a very 
hafiy kifs^ and receiving from her all 
the little aid (he could afford me, I fet 
my foot on the fatal pole^ and, not 
being a fquirrel^ made it crack beneath 
me. 1 had jufl time enough to throw 
myfelf forward^ and catch hold of fome 
quivering bodghs, which fervcd, they 
tell me, in fome degree, to break my 
fall, and faved me from inflant death, 
though not from utter ftupefadion. 



How irrefiftible are the fudden emo^ 
tions of humanity ! Anxious as Vio-» 
lante was to fave her own credit by 
removing her lucklefs paramour with 
the peril of his bones, flie could^not 
refrain from a loud (hriek in beholding 
my fall: and that piercing Ihriek, 
3 which 



CORNSIriA SBDLS7« 95 

vrhich rung in my ears as I fell, is the 
laft thing I can recoiled till, after a 
fufpenfion of fenfe and life, which 
continued, they tell me, during feve- 
ral hours, I awaked to the full percep« 
tion of pain and infirmity, in a lower 
apartment of the houfe. 

Judge, my dear Edmund, of my 
equal aflonifhment and anguifh, wheOf 
in firft opening my eyes, I beheld the 
fbriking countenance of Don Manuel, 
who was employed at that moment in 
chafing my temples with all the kind 
anxiety of a medical friend ! I fancy, 
a wounded confcience gives peculiar 
quicknefs to the powers of recoUeftion, 
for, in the inflant thdt I perceived the 
kindnefs of my majeflic attendant, I 
felt more anguifh of mind than pain 
of body, though my whole frame 
was in a very horrible condition. My 

head. 
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head, though much bruifed, had rf» 
caped, by luckily ^pitching on {oft 
ground in a marvellous manner, cA- 
pecially as my bocfy ttruck obHqudy^ 
againft an antique altnr of raarbtei 
which ftood as an ornament to the 
garden, and, wounding me with: its' 
rough 'broken edge, fllattered two- of 
my ribs, and lacerated my breaffl:.- 
Whether it wa:s owrng to my extrcntfr 
weaknefs, from the blood I had loflr^ 
and the brnifes I had fuftained, or 
whether I may impute it to the natural 
fenfibility of my teftnper, I cannot tell; 
but I nwft confefs to you, that at the 
fight of Don Manuel I burft into tears, 
and exclaimed, ** Oh, Seignor, I can^ 
not endure this friendly attention from' 
the man whom I have injured !" He 
anfwered me in Italian, with a mild* 
dignity, ♦•! entreat you, my young 

friend, 



friend, to ke^ your-i^rits as cjlm'a^^ 
poffible. P'caii aflure you that you 
have not injured tne^ though you have, 
from an imprudence v^ry natural at 
your agC) engaged in ^ rafli and peri- 
l<His ailveritufe^ which has nearly coflr 
you yoi3bIife.' I tfuft, however, that 
^e'ftatl fave you ; rind if your name 
is SeyrtKiiar', as 1 havefome little rea- 
icm t^ fiifpeift it is,' I fhall have a par- 
ticular" tieKgHt* in y6ur 'prcferVatton* 
You tvHl ea&ly conceive-, my dear ]£d- 
rhuhd,- how itiy aftolifftibient redoubled 
wfycni fouAd myfeff ridt'-oiiry fcnown, 
but endeared by being known, to my 
generous preferver, ._Pon Manuel, it 
feems, is a very old friend of Giulia* 
na*s fatter^ and h'as Frdquently been 
th^r g^eft'^t -Genoa.'- Irt-alate vififto- 
tfiem 'lie %e^iid' tlie'hllCloTy'of my* rcf* 
tfe'r}f>^'''"^^^^tVge!i'<i ^w^n^ei^er to the 
• Voi;^ IV* H paren* 
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parental arms of Pinelli ; apd, as Ma^ 
niiel is himfelf a iingular enthuiiaft, b^ 
conceived a great prejudice in my fa-^ 
vour, and a vehement deiire, as he 
tells me, that chance might introduce 
me to his perfonal acquaintance. It 
has now indeed accompliflied his defire, 
and in a manner which ihews me very, 
forcibly how Providence feems to pleafe 
itfelf in rewarding an aflion of diiin- 
tereiled benevolence. I little thought 
that the flight fer vices which I render- 
ed to Giuliana would^ ever procure 
me fuch an affiftant in an hour of ca« 
lamity. 



As foon as I found that I ppflefle4 
fome unexpc£fced influence on the ge* 
nerous fpirit of the old Signior, I beg^ 
tp exert it in behalf of the too attraftive 

Violante, 
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Violante. Upon my making fortie ahxi- 
ous enquiried dnd interceding for this 
lovely delinquent, her noble guardian 
imparted to me the private anecdote 
which 1 have mentioned in the opening 
of this long epiftle^ or rather feries of 
epiMes. He acquainted me alfo with 
his refolution of fending her home to 
heir native city with a handfdmd pro- 
vifion for her life, and his hope of per«^ 
fiiading his young enamoured friend to 
relinquifti the prepofterous idea of mar^ 
rying a beauty whom the moft fplendid 
pfofpeft of ambition could not reclaim 
from the moft provoking incontinence* 
Poor Violante Indeed Is as frail and 
falfe as (he is fair. The vehement 
quarrel l^etween her and the old Sig- 
riicft", which proved fuch a fnare to me^ 
arofefrom a very warm expoftulation 
which hdr"^ noble guardian thought it 
H 2 his 
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hi? duty to utter againft. a teudendy^ 
Nyhich the la<Jy had difcovcred to coa-^. 
neft.herfclf with a young French man 
of fa(hion» whom the .caujtious Don 
Manuel hqd uigeoioufly contrived ta 
remove in good time from the reach 
of her atfraftion. Her quick paffions^ 
irritated hy this difsppointment, had' 
haftily made me thehaplefsin-ftrument 
of her revenge, But here I muft again 
drop, my pen, not only fbt eafe of ppf-. 
ture, but to converfe a littfle with my» 
admirable kind friend and phyfician* 
Don Manuel- . ' 



This noble Portuguefe Is a very en^ 
gaging charadler: but alas! my dear 
Edmund, how different is the anguifh 
of the wounds under which I am now 
fmarting from that which confined 

me 
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die tit? Sedley- hall ! My fofferirigs here 
are my (liame^ but there I had a de- 
%hlftil pride la every pang. Here is 
no tender Cornelia, to foothe and con- 
fole me, to convert pain into tranfport, 
by that angelic fenfibility and gratitude 
with which (he fliewed toe how deeply 
fhe felt that hbnourable wound which I 
received in her fervice. Ah ! my fweet 
Cornelia, perhaps I (hall never fee thy 
lovely cdrnpaflionate countenance again. 
Yet, in my mind's eye I behold thee 
at this moment; yes, I behold thee^ 
angelic as thou art, in all thy radiant 
perfe£tion. ' The mift of pride and in- 
dignation th^t did thee fuch cruel in- 
jufticeis banifhed from my mind. Oh, 
Edmund ! what an ideot ! But I muft 
ndt indulge this fond emotion of re- 
turning tenderhefs, nor lay thus weep- 
ing, like a iick girl, over my own in- 
firmities. I will take a little chearing 
H 3 fuf. 
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fudenance, and thfen endeavour to chati 
with you, my dear Edmund, a littte 
Jonger, and^ if I can, ifVa pore pojuily 
ftyl?. ^ 



I am much revived by a little wino 
jnd water, ai^d ftill more by the blefled 
intelligence that I (ball tp-naorrow (ee 
the Ipng-wifhed-for Giuliana. I havfj 
the additional comfort of being pleafed 
with myfelf a little foi? having juft 
paffed with fomc firmn^fs and fpirit 
through a fcpne that I thought would 
affeft me in my prcfent weak condir 
tion much more than it did* Poor 
yiplante, whp isjuft fetting forth on 
her return to Venice, requeued to be 
indulged in a ponferepce with me, for 
the fake of being aflured that I perr 
ff ^ly forgive }ier fo? all the feyere fufr 
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ferings which her amorous indifcretion 
has drawn upon me» Our interview 
was very friendly, though not very 
tender x>n either (ide. The half-peni* 
tent and half-affrighted girl looked upon 
me rather with a look of terror than of 
jtendernefs, as a man whofe death 
might throw a grievous burthen on h^ 
foul. I, on my part, furveyed her with 
a fixt and ierious concern, in refle£t* 
,ing on the fad contraft between the 
probable mifery of her life, and thp 
rare sccomplifliments that (be has rer 
ceived both from nature and from art« 
Though every fpark qf defire was ex- 
tinguished, as you may well fuppofe, in 
my (battered frame, I could not behold 
her .without a, kind of fond pity apd 
;fns(h admiration of her exquiiite beauty» 
Xl^efe emotions, howev^r^ feemed, tp 
be confined ta my eyes, for my heavi; 
W9& jiardened againft hei;. infinuating 
H 4 voice 
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voice by the reinembrance of. her ua- 
neceffary lye^^ Thefe were mauifqld ; 
j^nd as you know how much I 4e^ife 
a lyar in either fex, you will not won- 
der th^t they had entirely annihilated 
my efteem for this alluring fair. While 
flie flowly approached, me, I gould 
pot help murrnuring to n^yfelij in thf 
words of Shakfpear^i 

. " Tba? we can call thefe ddrcate crca*» 

" tures ours, ,• : ; 

•** And not their appetites !'* , 

When floiB drew nearer, I ;difcemed in 
htx cottntenance fuch %ns of timidity 
ax)^d compunfiioa 2$ spade me Uger to 
relieve her from the dread which I faw 
J(he. entertained of my death. She threv^ 
herfelf on bcr knees by <be Mt of a 
}tttle tentrbed in which dbey bad placed 
lQe» and in great agitation implored 
n>y fOTgivcnefs* You wiU'eafily con* 
' ■ ,. . - . (peive 
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Cfeiv^ that I faki eVefy'thing-^Wbich I 
thought moft Hkdy to tranquillize lict 
fpiritS; but yoii Will hot pferhaps ittia- 
giiW that* in givlttg hw my full piH^ii 
for all the deceit which' ihe frankly 
toi>feffedj I gav^ her alfo much fobfer 
;advi€e< 

dritfved as you HVill be for me^ my 
dear Edmund, I think you >vill hafdly 
forbear fmiling at this pi€lufe of youf 
lm|ietuoos ftiend j employed in preach- 
ing a fetmon upon truth and continence 
«0 ft Venetian Coiirtezan/ 

I preached, I Believe' (though fpeak^- 
ittg is very paiftful to toe,' ^s- my lungs 
hav^ been injured), with fome energy 
of language, but I doubt with little 
effeSt : I mean, permanent effe<fl on the 
luiurS'lifc of my fair auditor ; for dur- 
ingf my oration, which was often inter- 
rtoptfed by my pain and difficulty of 

utter- 
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Qttierance, the poor trembling Violante 
ftofeikd to regard: me as a Heavent 
ioipred oracle of purity and ptac^ 
indeed^ Solomon himfelf was never it^ 
a;condition to defcant more feelingly 
on the vanity of v«>lupti)oufnefa^ I 
ipoke, however, not fo much from 
the impreffion of prefeqt paiiii as from 
my long^fettkd fentiments ; for zffn^ 
nedly no man was ever formed with a 
jbeart and mind Iffs difpofed to pkjr 
ifae^ libertine, no man has a fnore.per-p 
feft efteem for the chafte ple^fujreff of 
genuinp love, than I have ever f^lt^ 
though it has not been my lot to obv- 
ta^n^hem; and now perhaps-r*But,f 
wUl not touch a plaintive ftriog. Vio^ 
)wte is gone ; and Heaven graqt that 
I qiay provp, ^s fhe told me I ihqul^ 
&e ixxeans of refpukig her from aoouri^ 
^Ufe, whpfe lirft profpe^ft appdai^ tg 

be 
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be Paradife, and whofe latter ftages are 
Hell, to repeat an expreflion from my 
^dure to this very beautiful and tem* 
porary penitent. I am fbrry to fay 
that Don Manuel gives me little hope 
Df her lafling reformation. 

You would be highly pleafed, my 
dear Edmund, with my noble friend 
of Portugal. He is wonderfully z6kivf 
fiir his age, which is full 65, both it^ 
body and mind. His eyes ftill retail^ 
all the fire of ymith, though he is 
completely emancipated from the im^ 
perious folly of that feafon, and thanks 
Heaven, he fays, like old Sophocles, 
that he has at length got rid of the 
wild beaft. He confiders Love as the 
tranlient madnefs of early }ife; and 
fhinks it the duty of every man, to 
whom age has given the fecure poffeC- 
(^n of his feoj^s, to fuccour aU whp 
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are labouring under this dangerous de* 
j^um^. lu fh(Mt^ lie. is tns of the mdft 
Ihrefyv pfeaiant^ and charhafole eidei^s, 
that J;ewr chet wkh.. Byfy particular 
<>|[)li^al!ions to htm are too great for >any 
words to exprefs* fiot alas ! I lam foon 
to Idfe the comfort (si his focifety. 
Some vfcry.prcffing^and.. private affiiife 
i>bltgeiiim to revifit his oidrn ccmntry 
with. the utmoft ekpodkioa. i aifttb 
h^ I'enloved this ibVenihg to the hou(b 
of his t>eighbour, the good courteous 
auiit<fcf Oiullana^ with whprti the Sig^ 
jnior; is intimately . acquainted, and 
whoni he has kindly prepared, for rfiy 
rece|>tian. I can Write no.longerat pr4- 
feat ( but Will add a few lines from my 
new. quarters tO'-niorjrow^ and theh 
difpatch to you the united fragments 
of a narration that will^ I am afraid, 
4 afflia 



iafllift yo», , phiiofopher asr you are^ 
much more than it ought to do. 



WK^t a, blefled fet of being$ are all 
\vho are related to GiuJigns! Theic 
com?tefy is the courtefy of the ibuL 
Here have I bieen watched half the 
eight by thfiigoc^J old. lady ujsder whof© 
rx)of i now am, exactly ^ if I wer« 
her own. fop.. My condition in truth 
is.fuqh a$. might excite pity: i«, a left 
gentle bofom ; for, bruifed ajid fhattered 
as I am, I make a moft lorry ,i|>e<9:aclet 
Thi^mptionin removing hither,, though 
rendered as eafy a3 poffibjle, ft^tm to 
have hurt meupjt,^ jittle; and I am feiz** 
ed now and then with tortures fo (harp 
that I cannot fuffer them in lilence, 
thc*igh I endeavour to do fo# Sad 

cxpe* 
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experience^ my dear friend, has taugKf 
me, 

•^ That fighs and groahs by nature grovi^ 
" on pain,*' 

I have within me feme internal mif^^ 
(ihief, that my furgeon, who is a 
Fretich-mati fent from Rome, eithef 
does not comprehend himfelf, or will 
riot explain honeftly to mc. I am al- 
moft as lick of his flirugs and evafions 
as of my wownds and bruifes. What 
would I give for half an hour*s conifer- 
ence with the fenfible, pleafant, plain- 
Xpeaking Bfenfil, my honeft furgeon at 
§edley-hall !— Ah ! that dear houfe^ 
and its divine miftrefs !-^I can proceed 
no farther without fdme reft. Thcfe' 
tender recolledions overwhelm me^ 



Let 



L^t me not.alacm yoa, my det# 
Edmund^ by my languor. I (hall d» 
vei:y well in time, £br my €onfiitution 
has great ibundnefs and ftrength« I 
am much better within thefe threq 
hours for a fweet flumber ; but I muft 
fleep again after writing thefe five on 
IJx lines ; for they have given me, I 
believe, a very ftrong opiajte, as my. 
eyes are clofing, I perceive, while tk^ 
pen 1$ yet in my hand* 



Oh ! joyous waking ! I have wakeci, 
my dear Edmund, to find my good 
aiigel feated on my bed. Giuliaha is 
ai^i^tved. I cannot, I need not add more; 
for every thing good, every thing me-^ 
dicinal, every thing^ftaught with hope 
and comfort, is comprized in thefe happy 

words. 
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words, *• GiuHana is arrived."— « But 
whither are you flyings my tooanxioia* 
friend ? do not leave my charAbw yet,' 
I conjure you. Tell ine not of vdRi' 
and flcep. They caniTct be fo fitutaivy 
or fo delightful to a wl-etch in pairt,' at 
the fight and converfarion of my h©a^ 
venly Giuli^na/'^She comes again!' 
She is feated by my fide ! She forbids- 
me to write more !$He will add billet 
to you herfelf -Oh, Edmund \ what 
a perfe£l angel (he is ! Heavens ! how 
(he has talked tor me of my Cornelia ! 
With what eloquence, what enthufiaftic 
admiration^ has (he difplayed the merit 
to which 1 have been fo barbaroufly 
blind"! How has fhe made me abhor 
alt my paft cruelty and injuftice to'the 
dear inj'ured objedt of our mutual idtj* 
la^ry ! But I muft refume this animat- 
ing fuhjefl: at* a calmer feafon. I arrf 

now 
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how doubly exhaufted by palii and de- 
light. I muft He q^uiet, and meditate 
with tears and gratitude on the exqui- 
fite angelic tendernefs of fpirit of this 
incomparable friend* Farewell, my 
dear Edmund* Pray divulge not my 
follies or my fufferings till I can fpeak 
of thism as I ought to the dear circle at 
Audley<>Grove« Heaveli bleis you and 
nil you regard ! Pray write very foon^ 
and tell me, if you can tell me fb with 
truth, that Cbrnelta has not contracted 
a contempt fx the pride and barbarity 
of 

Your fincere, afiiedlionate^ 

and felf-reproaching, 

Seymouk^ 



-Vol. IV.. 1 LET* 
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From Giuliana to Edmund 

AUDLEY. 

OH I my good dear Englifli Fa- 
ther Edmund! How furprife, 
and joy, and pity, and fear, have made 
your poor Giuliana to tremble ! In 
what a ilate of body and mind have I 
found my guide, guardian, and ref- 
torer, your beloved friend, Seymour! 
Good God ! if he fliould not do well ! 
But let me not too much affright my 
gentle Edmund.— A French furgeon of 
deep Ikill afiures me our dear Seymour 
is not in danger to die foon; yet 
doubts, if he fhall recover. Oh I if 
ever you caa leave dear glorious England 

for 
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for poor Italy, as you once promifed^ 
come now, my generous father Ed- 
mund ; and as dear England produces 
the beft of all good things, bring one 
of your beft Englifli furgeons to your 
beloved friend, whofe poor body en* 
dures, I can fee, more torment than 
his brave great fpirit fhall confefs. 

I have ftilt much hope, and it does 
me great good to fee how happy he is 
3n having me to come and attend him# 
He begins to fee how hardly he has 
treated the fweet Cornelia. — Ah ! what 
a divine lady is flie ! Alas ! if (he 
Ihould be deftined, like your poor Giu- 
liana, to have her dear idol torn from 
her by cruel Death? and all her trea- 
fure in Heaven ! Yet, my good Ed- 
mund, there is a fweet melancholy and 
fecure delight in this bitter fate ; and 
your true, Giuliana would not change 
1 2 her 
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her dead love for any living one in th« 
world. But may the good God AiU 
make your charming couple of friends 
very happy together upon cart^ ; and 
afterwards with me and my dear ador-^ 
cd Peverell in Heaven \ So prays 
Your grateful 

Genoeze daughter, 

GlULIANA. 

Oh ! if our dear Lucy would con>e 
with you, and bring the lovely injured 
angel Cornelia to Genoa ! — How happy 
Ihould we be to meet you under our 
or , n roof ! and how delightfully fliould 
we all unite together to make a fpeedy 
perfeft cure of the engaging, penitent, 
Seymour ! When I faid this to him, 
he replied, " No— -it muft not be* 
He felt he had deferved fuoh kindnefs 
fo little, that it would rather kill than 

5 '^- 
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revive him.** Hi« own words. But I 
know better, and fay again, ♦« My dear 
Luey, come and bring Cornelia, if you 
can.** The good God blcfs you both ! 
Eiicor adto. 



t E T T E R XIIL 
FromSeymoue toEdmund Audlet^ 

ALIVE! Alive! my dear Ed- 
mund« But how can you, who 
know how much I live on that fweet 
food of (he heart, good tidings from 
thofe I love, how can you fufFer me to 
be fo long without a letter from Eng- 
land ! If the dear injured Cornelia has 
baniflicd me frota her mind, you, my 
I 3 faithful 
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faithful . Edmund, will have only 
thought of nae the more. But I am 
again injuring by my wild conjedures 
the divineft of women, who forgets 
every injury, and chronicles every be- 
nefit, in a heart as pure and perfed as 
the records of Heaven! — ^Yet why, 
my dear Edmund, are you filent fo 
long ? This unufual filenqe, in a cor- 
refpondent fo tenderly attentive to your 
abfent friend as you have ever been, 
fills me with a thoufand fears. Some 
evil muft have happened either to your- 
felf, or to fome one very dear to you.— - 
No ; my good confoling- angel, Giu- 
liana will not have it fo. She fays, the 
foreign pofts are ill-conduded, and let- 
ters from dear England (her conftant 
expreffion when fhe mentions our 
country) are frequently loft. Oh, 
Edmund I this truly angelic comforter 

wUl 
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iviU not allow me to haveafecret paia 
of mind or body that (he can pof- 
fibly prevent. I muft fcribble volumes 
to you, if I attempted to give you a 
full idea of half what (he has faid and 
done to preferve my life, and make it 
worth prefervation. I am made indeed 
a new creature In many points by the 
tender vigilance and exertions of this 
heavenly attendant — Oh, Edmund ! 
if I recover— But why (hould I alarm 
you with an ifj when I am almoft able 
to tell you that I am recovered.— With- 
in the fix days that I have now been 
watched and cheriflied by my good 
angel, for as fuch I muft ever regard 
our dear Giuliana, I have made con- 
iiderable advances towards health of 
body, and flill more towards health of 
mind, Themoft difmal appearances 
of my contufion are pafTed away ; and 
I 4 ^ough 
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though I am not perf«5ftly free from In^ 
ternal pain gt particular times, yet I 
can now not only ftretch myfelf out tq 
my full length, which I ^ould not at 
firftdo Without torture, but I can walk 
a little without appearing to fufFer 
from motion. The kind Giull^na ha^ 
had $ confultation of furgeons, that (he 
might mdulge me in a wiflb (which I 
feel with an extreme folicitude that I 
cannpt perfefkly account for) of being 
removed immediately to G^noa* My 
good old friend Pinelli, who is very 
anxious to have me under his own roof, 
is almoft as eager for my removal as I 
am ; and I confefs I am eager for it tQ 
a degree perhaps of childifli impatience. 
I cannot bear to trouble any longer the 
very kind, but infirrn, old lady of thi^ 
manfipnt Whether my deftiny be lifo 
or death (and I thank God I can abido 
the doubtful iflue witfiout any pertur-? 

()atiQn§ 
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bations of unmanly terror); I moft 
zealoufly widi to receive the appoint* 
ment of Heaven in the houfe of the 
Pinelli's, where I fhall feel myfelf per- 
feftly at 'home, and in the arms of a 
father and a lifter to whom my heart 
b gratefully attached, and in whole 
prefence I can moft willingly meet ei- 
Ither the pleafures of returning health, 
or the aweful though uhdreaded pangs 
of diflblution. The kind Seignior has 
been very bufy in making preparations^ 
with the fan£tion of three furgeons, for 
my fpeedy removal. We are to travel 
partly by water, and partly by land ; 
and every poffible convenience U pro* 
vided for my fafety and cpnifort. Oh, 
Edmund ! I am overwhelmed with the 
fenfe of my unutterable obligations to 
thefe dear and excellent friends. Pray 
glfift mc by expreffing in your letters 

our 
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our united gratitude for all their good- 
Befs. — Wfite to me, I conjure yoii, 
the moment you receive this^ and direGt 
to Genoa. On the day that I arrive 
there^ I will iK)t fail to tell you how I 
have fupported the removal. You hav^ 
BOW my permiffion to mention my ill- 
nefsj but in fuch a manner as to waken 
only a tender intereft, and not a pain- 
ful anxiety, in the feeling bofom of 
Cornelia. Alas! 1 have given that 
gentle bofom too much pain already* 
Whether I (hall ever have the power 
to atone for that pain, as my heart and 
ibul are defirous of making the atone* 
ment, Heaven only knows. Hope the 
beft, my dear Edmund ; and believe me, 
with our united good wiflies to dear 
England^ to ufe Giuliana's comprehea- 
five words, 

Ever your finccre and afFedionate 

Seymour t 
LET- 
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LETTER XIV- 
From Edmund Audley to his 

BROTHER. 
MY VERY DEAR ChARLES, 

IT wiis a good angel indeed (as Lucy 
faid) that prompted you to engage 
me in this diftant expedition. Had I 
not vifited Italy, little, alas ! would my 
chance have been of ever beholding 
the interefling countenance of our dear 
incojifiderate Seymour again. Evea 
now, when I am arrived at Genoa, I 
know not wliethcr I may yet fee him 
alive. It is with the deepeft anguij(h of 
heart I inform you, that I find him 
not in this city, and hear he is flowly 

tra'' 
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travelling hither, verygrievoufly wounds 
ed by fome horrid cafualty, the parti- 
culars of which I am unable to learn ; 
it is yet a great comfort to me to 
know that be, is under the immediate 
care of our dear Ciuiiana and her ex* 
cellent father. 

I have been interrupted, juft as I was 
beginning to pour out to you all the 
dark anxiety of a dcje^ed fpirit, by a 
moft welcome, unexpected, and for 
fome time unknown viiitor. As we 
unluckily poflcfs but littJc of each 
pther^s language, our convcrfatipn bar 
paffed more in gcfture than in words* 
pur hearts, however^ being both full 
of the fame arrdent wiihesir undeuftood 
each other completely ; and mine has 
caught new life and hope from the ho** 
neft aiEFeftionatc creature, wha l^oured 
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to itbe utmoft of Jbis power to uifpifa 
me with both. 

This agreeable enlivenbg vifiter is 
Pietroi the good old (ervanC of Signior 
Pioelliy ^hofe name and charaiEleF yoa 
will recoUeft in *Scyinour^s iiiterefting 
account of Giuliana's return to the 
houfe of her father. The aftive Pietro 
had hadened to Getioay to prepare all 
things at honae for the reception of his 
fan>ily and their dear wounded fel« 
low-traveller^ The honeft fellow, who 
did not quit them till they had pafled 
through confidcrably more than half 
their journey, aflures me that Seymour 
Supports it to admiration^ to ufe his owa 
forcible expreilion. He feems, indeed, 
to think fo highly of our friend's noble 
fpirit, that I believe he hardly reckons 
him a mortal. At leaft, he will not 
allow me to harbour the grievous ap- 

prehenfion 
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prehenfion under which I began mf 
letter, that our friend may not reach 
Genoa alive* Pietro protefts that I fhall 
lee him much recovered to-morrow. 
Indeed the kind fellow ofiered, on fee« 
ing all my terror and anxiety, to fet off 
with me again dire£tly, though he is 
but juft arrived, and efcort me to fur« 
prize my friend on his way. But this 
I would not think of for various rea« 
fons, efpecially as it is now evening, 
and the travellers are to come by water 
from Lerici, to avoid the mountain. 

I have acquiefced, however, in ano- 
ther propofal of the good Pietro' s, be- 
caufe it feemed as if I fhould break the 
honeft fellow's heart if I refufed his 
requeft. This is, to remove imme- 
diately from my irin, where I am now 
writing, and fleep under the roof of 
his mailer. He fays, •* he could never 

look 
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look in the face of the angelic Giuliana 
again, if he fuffered her dear Engliili 
father (as I find (he conftantly calb 
me) to remain in any houfe but hers. 
There is a mixture of rimplicity and 
energy in the manners of this affec- 
tionate old domeftic that delights me 
exceedingly. The comfortable hope 
which he has taught me to cherifh has 
made me fo partial to him, that I ihall 
very" willingly put myfelf under his 
dire£lion, as I am convinced the Pi- 
nelli*s will be particularly pleafed to 
find me waiting to receive them in 
their own manfion. I will not, how- 
ever, detain this paper to add an ac« 
count of their arrival ; but feize the de- 
parting poft in my eagernefs to fend 
you moft fpeedily this promifing ac- 
count ; which I am the more anxious 
to dO| becaufe I think it probable that 
.3 you 
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you have been alarmed by {om6 hiilory 
x>f the mifchance, the particulars of 
which 1 tried in vain to CoUeft from 
Pietro, who yet feemed, I thought^ to 
know more than he chofe to commu- 
nicate even to me, though I have the 
honour of ftanding very high in his 
good opinion. I fhall lay , down my 
pen in the chearful hope of refuming 
it to-morrow, to begin fucha hiftory 
as you will moft wi(h to receive. Per- 
haps> my dear Charles, the painful 
incident, whatever It may prove, which 
has made me tremble for the life of my 
engaging friend, may ultimately be 
what you call a blelSng in difguife; 
one of thofe heaven-direded events 
which lead us through tranfient afflic- 
tion to lafting comfort, as fome inun^ 
dations very richly repay by permanent 
fertility the ravage of an hour. 

Th0 



The recenjt alarm which I have 
(ntfcred fof Seymour ^bforbed my 
thoughts fo entirely that I ha?e fai4 
^ttle of n^yielf, I jvili uf^tt however^ 
jclofe my letter, without confefliog tp 
ypUy my dear brother^ what I know 
you will hear with fraternal (atisfac- 
tion. I begin to th;nk myfelf an exr 
ample of your maxim, that tq a mind 
diipofed ,to farcaftic fcepticifm nipthi^g 
is fofalutary as 9 fudden unexpe^ed blow 
fill the heart. Mine 1)^$ bled in<jee4 
from the wound it received fq fuddenly 
in England, mi;ich more than I jthought 
it could have dpne fromi a .\yound of 
that kind. But I qow perc^ve that I 
wanted the corre&ion ; a^od I tru^ it 
jls fujScieat. Heaven preferve ray 
frieod t Ltjt me no^ ;ruo jinto a meldti- 
,choly key, juft in the jooment when I 
ii itend cd to triofe with a very chearfuL 

YoL.iy. K adieu! 
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adieu ! A thoufand thanks to you alt 
for your extreme kindnefs to my dear 
little Fanny ; pray give her a parental 
embrace for me, and believe me, dear 
Charles, with the moft fervent good 
wifhes to all dround you. 
Your very grateful 

and affeftionate brothcri, 



LETTER XV. 
From the same' to the same. 

. A . T;length, my dear brother, they 

XjL are arrived ; aiid never did any 

-meeting of anxious and grateful friends 

;more abundantly call forth the tears of 

'tenderndfs ^h^^d^ligj:itj mingled, alas! 

4 /. on 
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fth my part with the keeneft fenfatlons 
of pity and of terror. — ^I will tiot at- 
tempt, my dear Charles^ to chear you 
with any hopes that I feel not myfelf ; 
and I am therefore tinder the painful 
neceffity of telling you, that the grie- 
voufly altered appearance of our friend 
alarms me in the greateft degree ! 
Heavens ! what a deplorable change 
in his gay and gallant figure has thi$ 
horrible calamity produced ! His florid 
cheeks are grown as pale and hollow 
as the very image of death, his whole 
frame, emaciated *nd feeble. — Yet his 
native chearfuhiefs and good temper 
appear unimpaired ; and there is a look 
of intelleftual vigour in his countenance, 
fuperior, I think, to what I ever ob- 
ferved in his moft healthy days, though 
intelligence was at all times the cha- 
ra^eriftic of his features. We can eafily 
K z account 
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flcomnt kideed for his being fi> e%^ 
tremely reduced, as he has taken no fuf« 
tenance but liquids, aiid chefe onfy in 
fmaii quantity, iiiHre the h<Mrrtble mif^ 
chancer Whenever he has ventured 
on the fn^lleft portion of folid food^ 
even of the iinaplefl kind, his cough 
and pain became alnaoft infupportable. 
But I will not fpeak farther on this 
point at prefenty as I am relieved to 
draw up bis cafe in the moft circum- 
ilantial manner that I poffibly can» and 
enclofe it in this letter, entreating you 
to fend us Brenfirs opinion upon it 
immediately, and defiring him to let 
that opinion be followed by others, 
which I requeft him to procure from 
thofe perfons in Loudon whom he 
would himfelf wi(h to confult* They 
tell me here, that I am too much 
alarmed i that I do not make fufficient 

allows 



allowance for the depreflivc and fearful 
effect which a fadden (ight ofth^greaf 
alteration in his figure ha9 produced on 
my anxious fpirits^ Thcjr lay that tim» 
alone, affifted by Seymour's very fine 
aatural conftttutiotT, at his period of life, 
would tmdoubtedly accomplish a cure. 
But as the injury fuftained was exten« 
five and complicated^ the ctire muft be 
a work of confiderablie time. Heavea 
grant that thefe hopeful conjedures, in 
which the warin-hearted CSuiiana and 
her father have much greater confi- 
dence than I have, may prove j«iftly 
founded ! At all e\'ettts we fliall trjr 
every pofiible expedient to rcftorc him; 
and at prefent even I, with all my 
fears, muft aUow there is no immediate 
fign of impending death. 

I have quitted my paper to Ukc a 

ffcfh view of this dear, intcrefting pa- 

K. 3 ticnt, 
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tieuty and have this inftant left him 
under the care of his goofd angel, as he 
calls Giuliana, who is reading to hitn 
fome chapters of St. John, from her 
Italian Bible- I have prevented h^s 
anfwering your very kind letter to-day, . 
which he wanted to do. It afFcfted 
him fo much, that he dropt tears of 
gratitude on every page of it; and, hav- 
ing perufed the whole with great but 
filent emotion, he gave it to Giuliana, 
with the following expreffive words,. 
and a look ftill naore expreffive : " Here, 
my good angel ! here is a letter that . 
you will read with delight, becaufe it 
was dictated by a fpirit as angelic as 
your own." Giuliana did not think, 
lefs favourably of the writer ; and you . 
will give me credit, my dear Charles, 
fpr the joy I felt in hearing praife mofl: 
cordially beftowed on a brother whom;. 

I have 
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I have every reafbn to love. But my. 
baft way of thanking you for all your 
kindncfs to my friend will be, to pur- 
fue the purpofe for which I refumed. 
my pen, and to give you as good an 
account as I can of our meeting here, 
and of fuch converfation as we have hi-: 
therto held together. 

My eagernefs to falute the travellers 
>vith a welcome they little expeftej 
made me loiter yefterday for fome hours 
by the water-fide, till Pietro, finding 
me faint and almoft fick with expeSa- 
tion and anxiety^ perfuaded me to retire 
for refrefliment, and wait to receive 
them at home, promifing to tell them 
nothing more than that an Englifli 
gentleman was arrived with letters, as 
I wi(hed to have the pleafure of fur- 
prifing them. I had .refre(hed myfelf, 
and endeavoured tq beguile the anxious 
K 4 minutes 



ministes ift :the Slgnlor's very nobld 
llbrarfy whiire taking up a valuine of 
j&^uilafio^ I had jdft thrown my 

Jt^cires into very tender vibratioti hf hid 

:fweet defcription of Friend(hi]p in the 
tipcra of Olimpiade, when the dfcar 
friends for whom I waited fdanxioufly 
arrived. 

Having heai-cl ihat a gfedtleman front 
England wa$ waiting in the library^ 
Giuliana darted firft into the rctoni, with 
that fcelerity of mbtittn which qubl( 
affis^iohs infpire. *• O Heaven ! cx« 
claimed the lovely enthufiaft, it is 

' fliy dear father, Edmund !** So fayingi 
ihc threw herfelf into my arms in d 
tfinfpolrt of gratitude ; ^* Thii is kind 
kdeisdy (he continued ; it is almofl: i 
miracle : fUrdy you cannot have re- 
teived my letter ?*' ** No, my angelid 

^datighter*" ^^ An^ have not you heard 

of 
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tf our poor Seymdtir*s iadaccidcnt ?V 
^« Yes, I have/' ^' Then furcly, my 
dear Edmund, yon are a magician, and 
have fbme fecret art of knowing what 
4iappen$ to jrour abfent friends^ and 
fome fupematural method of convey- 
ing yourfclf to cbmfort them in dif- 
trefs. filefs the gtx)d Spirits who have 
brought you to the houfe of yoiir fat 
diftant child, juft in the moment when 
flie moft wanted yoii to affift her m 
teftoring your favourite friend I" Here 
the embraced me with freih emotions 
of truly filial delight. But recollefl:- 
ing how I muft be j!iiocked at the 
dreadful alteration in the countenance 
tof her dear patient^ flie was beginning 
to prepare me for a fight of him, when 
ibis emaciated figure Appeared fldwly 
treeping through the half-open door* 
p^uliana had fuppofed him to be refl-ing 

himielf 
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himfelf in another apartment ; but his 
quick ears had caught the f^und of 
Edmuifdon her firft lively exclamation, 
and he.h^d followed her as faft as his 
inficm )tnd painful condition would al- 
low, him to do. The firft' fight pf . me . 
afFe^led himfo much, that! believe he* 
would have fainted, if I had not fprung 
forward, and fupported his languid 
frame in my arms. • He fell on ray 
neck, and burft into tears ; but foon 
recovered himfelf enough to exprefs thcj 
moft. lively joy on my arrival. He de- 
clared, with his ufual kindnefs and 
warmth>'that my fociety would do him* 
more, good than all the furgeons in Eu- 
rope ^ and that now he- had a perfe£t 
aflurance of a fpeedy cure, provided, 
faid the affeftionate invalid with a lookr 
of anxious enquiry, that you can truly 
tell- me you have' left all the dear circle 

well 
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well at Audley-grove. *' All well, I 
replied, or very- nearly fo, I can aflbrc 
you, and the circle as i?v,'^^.trous as it 
was,' for I have lent Lucy u rill the. 
vacancy made by the return jof the 
young Louifa to • Ireland/' *' What- 
happy chance then, my dear Edmund, 
conduced you hither ; for you muft 
h^ve quitted England, I think> before 
the news of my calamity could have 
reached it ? *' O, he is certainly a ma- 
gician, as I have told him, faid the 
fmiling Giuliana. He has conveyed 
himfelf to us in a very marvellous 
manner to-day ; and to-morrow, I fup- 
pofe, by a flourifli of his wand, he 
will tranfport even the divine Cornelia 
into this apartment; and then, my 
dfear patient, he will have doubly ratified 
your cure/* " Notfo, indeed, my good 
angel, cried Seymour with a ghaftly 

fmilc. 



u 
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frnile. If your magician were to ex- 
hibit fach a proof of his art at thb 
feafon, inftead of i^Aoring hfc would. 
Utterly demolifli me* There 16 nothing 
that I could fo ill fuftain as unmerited 
kindnefs from the injured objeA of tnf 
idolatry, before 1 have had time to make 
any kind of expiation/* *• Oh ? exclaim- 
ed the quick Giuliana, I love you for 
your ideas of expiation ; but, if the dear 
magician can fet the idol before us, I 
will anfwer for it that all paft injuries 
(hall be foon expiated snd foon for- 
given. This* I truft^ We (hall fee hi 
'.due time : at prefent it would be wrong 
perhaps to make fuch rapid and en- 
croaching demands on fo kitid a magi- 
cian* He has already done much for 
me; and the blefled hour is now come, 
in which I may in my turn afford him 
; perhaps the yery pleafure which his 
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heart is moft eager to receive." ^ Oh ! 
my dear Edmund, continued the lovely 
enthufiaft with an air of more ferious 
delight, I cannot reft another moment 
without informing you that the cruel 
impedihient is removed. We havb 
only to reftore the health of this dear 
invalid, to confer upon your divine 
Cornelia all the happinefs flie deferVes," 
** You delight me indeed, fald f, 
f refling her hand in a tranfport of reli- 
gious joy; and I am thoroughly fenfible 
what thanks are due to our good angel 
for fo bleffed an event." ** Oh ! my 
good Englifh father^ replied my lovely 
and moft grateful hoftefs, how often 
have I hoped that Heaven would in- 
dulge me with fome opportunity of ex- 
preffing my gratitude to you in perfon ! 
Did Seymour tell you, after he had 
«Qndu£led your poor broken-hearted 
I Giuliana 
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Giuliana to her diftant home ; did he 
tell you how often and how vainly I 
argued with him in our travels ? did 
he mention one evening in particular 
(it was at Avignon) when my anxiety 
for his falvation had (haken my very 
foul ? I threw myfelf on my knees, 
and addreffing the fpirit of my dear 
fainted Peverell, I prayed moft fervently 
that in (bme period of my life I might 
have the bleffing to behold my gene- 
rous, mifguided friend and protec- 
tor, awakened to a juft and timely 
knowledge of that God whom my dear 
departed love had taught me to worftiip 
with rational adoration ! That prayer, 
roy dear Edmund, that fervent prayer 
was heard. You may now tell the moft 
fe'verely- tried and the moft meritorious 
of women, that all the cruel conflift in 
her bofom*may ceafe for ever! You 

may 
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may tell the incomparable Cornelia, 
that flie may now indulge without k 
fcruple all the exquifite tendernefs of 
her heart, for the God whom fhe has 
ferved fo faithfully gives a faiiftion to 
her love/' 

*^ But where is my other father ?** 
cried the lovely enthufiaft, recollcding 
that I had not yet feen the old Signior. 
**0h, Edmund! it has pleafed Heaven 
to blefs me alfo by an equal change iu 
his fpirit : though it has not been my 
deftiny, as I wiftied, to pais life with 
my dear Peverell, yet my pure love 
for that naoft perfe<9: of mortals has 
proved a fource, I truft, of eternal hlef- 
fednefs, not only to my own foul, but 
to others as dear to me as my own/* 
Here (he darted a fmile of devout chear- 
fuhiefs on Seymour, and after charg- 
ing him not to hurt himfelf by con- 

verfing 



vflftG^g too eagerly with tije^ 9ie foft u^i 

Seymour to ai^ as our 49ar ho^^ 
l^ithdrew. Oh, ]^muDd I . Iwvp Cfm^ 
viuced that your calpi andhpaflpd Phir 
lofophyh but a;pla^ble chfat} aiK} 
that Sentiment ^d Honour, th^ more 
(Bagerly-followed gpides of J^y p^xly 
life, are no better than luminaiis^v^ 
^ours to a benighted mind tl^tl^jadil^ 
^e know not whither^ Yom-b)ii9fher, 
fny dear friend, 1$^ aflj^je^ly i^i .^^ 
fight. It is Religion alppe^^ a^*h«tfayg,f 
}:hat can give folid yal^p and r$a) pM*^ 
manent luflre to hum^n life. |\ ^t.i$ 
Religion alone that can ren|q\^ d^pger 
from proiperity, and anguj^fti. from af- 
flidlion. Let me conjure jou, xny dew 
^iftnd^ to 4:onJt^mpl;%|Le the benefi^cn):; 

lefficacy 



^Shskff «f;«hi$ priiiisiplft in this ang^ 

th»t ycM^ .Will find {B0rc Mid norr 
rea£>R 1^ ^Jknir^ it) GwJiaaiii t md if &ii 
Oppofic^ ^^mple may he al£> inftruo 
liv«fc I n^.pot poifit it out to my dear 
E^tn^ad*! attwtion. Bvt out this j&ll^ 
jeift we fliaU botht I trvd, ii^e ki<* 
fare for nMcb fxlvoxe di£20Ufie« whed 
tdlkiQg Will be more t^y to me* JLite 
me now ciiquiire into a point tb^t filb 
«M with a moft iwcomfin'table alarm i 
tbc lettera that I have lately writtett 
to yo». I would not for tb^ uoiverfc 
have them fall ixito the hw4s of t^ 
dear injured Cornelia. Yet, if Lucy 
opens thcmt (he, in die fimple, affec- 
tionate franknefs of her heart — I inters 
rupted liim, to quiet this fear ; aud 
aflured him his letters would be per- 
fefliy f^e in your hands, as you have 
Vol. IV. L the 
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the moft tender folicitude to keep the 
gentle fpirit of Cornelia as free froni 
all painful agitation as it can be kept 
after all that has paffed: He was per- 
fc€t\y fatisfied with 'this affu ranee, aijd 
fpoke of you with the nioft cordial 
efieem, gratitude, and confidence. He 
then queftioned me very clofely on thq 
immediate caufe of my expedition.^ I 
told him all that I have recently fuf- 
fered; dwelling, my dear Charles, with 
particular fatisfa£kion on the great com- 
fort you afforded me in my diftrefs,^ 
and your invaluable kindnefs to .my, 
dear little Fanny. We were both af- 
fcSttd too vehemently in the courfe of 
my fad ftory, and I was afraid that the 
extreme fy mpathy of my tender-hearted 
friend might be very injurious to him. 
in his prefect weak ftate. But he ?f- 
fpred pe to the contrary ; and I ob- 

ferved 
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^fved^ith pl^afufe that my mournful 
naVriiive cohfidcrabljr encreafed^thit re-i- 
Hgibiis'tum of mind ^hich I have 
xiifehtibrfed hi our friend, and which, a^ 
r^kno^r,' my dear Charles, it is the 

, gteat pbje£l of your benevolent wifhes, I 
am' defirous 6f difplaying to you exadly 
48 it %ewed itfelf to nie, 
■ Juft as Ihad finiftied my melancholy 
tale, we were agreeably relieved frora 
thfe'lfad impreflion it made upon us, by 
thte entrance' of the majeftic Pinelli and 

- his ihfeonnijidrable daughter. I never 
beheld* a fceiieof joy fo touching as the 
jby oif Criuliana, in introducing her two 
fkthers,^ as ihe* calls us, tpeach other. 
Indeed 'my vanity, or I may rather fay 
the hbneft |>ride of my heart, was ner 
yer*more gi'^tified than by the' many 
fcJihd arid'grateftil things that were faid 
^0 tti^ pn1this*occafion. As^to Giuliani, 
' " h 2 her 
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her delight (?ctx\^ to Ji>8¥6 in it fofxip^ 
thing fppernatHral ; plwmg herfdf b^- 
twepii us, as I and the Seigiiipr flood 
together, (he clafped vi5 i». her lovdy 
ariiis with a graceful energy- of gefturQ 
pecuTiar tp herfelf, and her fine fa?e 
I??can3i9 indeed ap radiant as the face of 
an angel. There wap a circviraftancs 
that I havQ not yet mentioned, ^vhich 
completed the plenitvide pf her ^oy-^ 
Her noble father, having qpndui^ed Ifi^ 
Infirm gueft and hjs daughter to %h 
pwn door, ilept without imparting hip 
defign to thqin to th? neighbouring 
houfe of a very ^Id medical frieiyd, 
who lives retirifd from hufi;iefs, and 
is Qnly , confulfed as; an oraple upon 
great eipergencies. Thp anfwer of 
this oracle to the point on wrhich he 
was confulfed infpired the beneyoleiit 
PinellirvvitTi the nnoft lively Ijppes of 
.. our 
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our dear frieud* s doing well ; and the 
forcible manner in which the zealous 
Giuliana imparted to uB this intelli- 
gence added not a little to the general 
felicity of the . moment. 

You will allow me, my dear Charles, 
to dole my long, though hafty letter, 
with this animating prefage j tteaveii 
grant it may be true ! At all Events you 
may depend on receiving ffefli intelli- 
gence very foon. In the mean time I 
jubmit it entirely to your fuperior 
judgement and teiidernefs to commu- 
nicate as much or as litttlc as you think 
proper of this information to our very 
. tender and interefting Cornelia. Ac- 
cept and diftribute to all around you 
the ardent good wifties of this houfe, 
and particularly rhofe, my dear Charles, 
of 

Your very grateful and affectionate 

Edmund. 
L3 LET- 
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Letter xvi. . 

i • ,. ( ;.:. .-■,.• 

iFftOM Mr. AtJDLEY TOlrtS BROt&Mi 

f f • I . ' 

T T was very kind and confiderate lil 
^ you, my dear Edmund, to fend me 
fo fpeedy a letter from Genoa^ without 
waiting for the arrival of your expected 
.Jfriends. 1 had indeed, according tO 
your conjediire, been alarmed in np 
jinoderate degree, by an account of Sevr 
inour's misfortune, which he had ad- 
drefled to you. The privilege of pe- 
rufing: the letters which have arrived 
in your abfence has coft me dear: they 
Lave , filled me with in^ijictude the 
itiote ][)ainFul, becaufe it was fuch as 
i felt myfelf under a ueceifity of con- 
fining 



S^iiilg to my own bofbm. I could not ven* 
Care to impart this alarming accident 
feither to Locy or Hirriot, as neither 
would have had th& power of keeping* 
fjich a fi«ret from the piercing eyes- of 
our anxious Cornelia^ whole affei6lions> 
have fo quickened her fenies, that I 
could hardly truft myfelf, with fo agi- 
tating a fecret in my bofbm, withia 
|he reach of their fcrutiny. 

I am ^rown, however, lefs fearful^' 
tinfCe I have been coihforted by the 
lively hopes of the honeft Pietro, and 
ftill more hy the laft letter addreffed' 
to you from Seymour. There is a pal*- 
fifge in rhis- letter which infpires me 
with the moft delightful xrf ail expedla- 
tions $ I mean, a happy change in the 
religious fentiments of* our friend^ 
which ^' if his life is out of danger, as 
I truA it is, v^ill enfure to him that. 
h 4 felicity 
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felwty iti mflfrkge wbkh we are aU 
ieH90ger to fee him att^jki^ A^t^ the- 
pj^e^Serfit Aate ef oiur 4ear Coroeiia's af!ec- 
tioiteyi flfell enable you to k^rai t pier* 
fe^ kka of th^m^ by \mf^Hin§.toyo\i 
a &^ parti^Urf of our private coDver-- 
fftticm« ^ She k es^er to feii^e all Qppor-: 
tUBtties H i^attbg with me aloner on 
the fiatterkag {ireteuce that ihe draws, 
from my coiirYer&tion the power of 
cdr«ftingthe,iBfirorities of her own 
tender m\nAi but m truth (though 
I believe ihe i» not aware( of this mo«> 
th?e) to m^^sAg/i hcrfelf in eonverfing- 
on, her favotftite topic, and to 4raw 
from me all the ioteUigence £he caa* 
As we wdf c yeftcjday alone together^ 
and engaged oil our! perpetual, tbetaaej^ 
I iatd to her^ *^ Nowi; my gentle friend, 
aa. there i$ a lovely frank .iifaifilicity ia 
your »atujre> iiifinicely fupcridr to 
.. u \ ' the 
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tbe aftkicial Mferve of your iex% tell 
iBcf candidly which would give yon' 
tBofi paio^ to. bear that Seymour was 
dead;or married/* She fiaited at: my ' 
idea ; atid after the pauie of a tnotnent 
replied^ ^* This is a cruel queftion in- 
deed; but I will be as frank as you do- 
iin^ atid tell you that my mind imme* ' 
dtatel^ proclaims one anfwer^ and my^ 
heart imitters anotfaen Married ! No I 
Diftra<ll me not with fuck an idea. ^ 
Yet what right, what reaibn have! — 
Oh'K my:good Audley, why will you 
ihgfftf me to myfelf -in fuch a hateful 
point of view I My Friend, my Guar- 
dian, my I}'m&or^ clear my heart, £ 
conjdreyou, ifyou^can^ from all thefe 
wild excefies of a hopelefs pafiion, 
whole tyi-anny and iujuftice I perceive 
aiftd dcteft.'! Hiere (he prefled my hand 
in an .agony of tears that made me re- 
proach 
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|Mmch myfelf for the idle barbwky W 
lay queftioiij though I hoped ^iffiake 
her ample compenfation for all *he 
pnnit occafiotied. But before I hadttme 
todtr^fyj * 'Heavens! exclaimed the fond 
fiiffisrer^ what a hideous infight have 
yxMi. girei^^iie into my own troubled 
thoQghts ! how have you made me ab* 
hot the turn of mind that I have iatelg^ 
feHen ' into, and which I ncVer coii*« 
jdemiied before, becaufe I never under-i 
ftood the fecret caufe of it till thisrirtU>4 
fiaent r* Here my cufiofity was t^cary 
jbongly excited. I requeued an e:i^pla^ 
natiob. *^ Do not kite itae^ my gdod 
Audley,.faid this ingenuous fdf-accu*» 
ferji^ wiiib I* confcfe to you, I harw 
inftcly/tlioughtit would be a bififibgitd 
&ya»!«itr^.'to»Ttertakfiai early frofm^ tfa» 
world. .: l>..(reafofled ^thtts Cw At. pird>- 
ifm i)b^i^cim.beitaniei: wkh iMrkn^' 
/M:,,: jportant 



|Mrttmt evil r and he ''has hithect6 em* 
fdbyedliimfelf in gisnerous^ muni^cMit) 
«iid okdritable deeds^ In fuch a chah 
rafter furely Heaven will either par* 
don-^to- his youth the unintended orime 
of incredulity, or in clofing hisexif^ 
tencd reveal to him in a merciful hour 
thofiiiimptortant trisths td which hehas 
-hitherto been fo tmhappily blind. But 
if his: days dire prolonged under the ty- 
Vamiy of thoCe: proud and difappokitcid 
peilions which have^ivbn him abroad^ 
w>Hat> calamities m^y enfue, what ia 
liorrid change may be wrought in his 
iioble nature! Thus^ under the idea of 
fecuring his everlafting welftVev my 
fond andfeveiifh iniagitiadon baft beemt 
fom^imes iiyclined* to hurry him fri»i 
the earth. But you baVe ^Khdwu^ me 
4fae hideous fourceof chefe idiMs. I now 
Ifeel £^r the firfttiaic^ th«tt t^ fptw^ 
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^ a.fecret horror of b^boHit^ this 

j9tijp(^, ,fo Cf uclly 4ear to ftlCf tfeb ^jwif- 

bw^d.of another* Oh I Audley^JsJt 

,f©|fiWe that Lqvcj which boafls of hert^ 

4|»«3^oft difiatcrcfted^ the moft g^ft«- 

fW^ of all the paffions, c^n be the ij^eft 

^&^fiih of all ? If k is^ may J heace- 

^;i^th be alive only to that parental af* 

^fe^iu^ .which partakes of the purity^ 

^|]|^ugh aOt Jhe peace qf Heaven | You 

f^^^ter nae fin the xcfol^tipii with wh«ch 

XhftVe tried to difcl^at^e the great duty 

i.6f a, mother ; but I am willing t<>,ihejfr 

yom ^U libe. unworlthinieft which lilr^s 

Hi thefpiut yoa h^veiflatlered, that I 

jRja^ tjbt feeder engage yev^ to affift f^c 

jnyxpiriQi^ng it.. Aid rjae^ J beiwoh 

ypu< with thcife. ftroftg4r p6wer5.;Wf 

; mn^ wbifch ihafYe^giyea ftich i^y'iH 

t irwMjiiiUitjg t^youfflifeu Help laae to 

: : 4 era- 



tfyditzt^ from my bofom a we^Jcp^ls 
lb R?rmenting, ih difgracefiil; and 
maJce oif , tor my own comfort and your 
qrpdit, pfiore dcferving of your praiie?* 
She uttered the laft fentence with a tear 
and aVhiile that doubly endeared toaio 
the tcpder frankuefs of her heart. 
How I thought it beft to traDqq'niii? 
h<?r agitated fpirit, you will eiat0y 
guefsl To ap enamoured woman, a 

'' particle of hope is of more real vafjic 
thift a ton of teaibn; atid as Tliad 
forne good and honeft hope to givfc, 
I beftpwed it 011 toy gentle frietid 
ivith particular delight, when I iWuxi 
ed her that I had folid grounds for 
belifeving that Seymout had lately rfe- 
folVed Inever to ^ form ^ 'cohtrcxibii 
with any other woman. Her foft arid 

* fad' features' became' almoflr as ^ddtaht 
as ever.* I mentioiM- Wi^^WebM<^ht 

t' very 
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yei^ flightly,' and as a mere triflei ^ft' 
atafmed her, however, confiderably'i 
but I' gradually diflipated that alarm,; 
and finally difmiffed our lovely fridn^' 
frprn^this 'j)rrvate conferenGe, yeryvift-* 
bly cheared and enlivened. Having 
rendered this pleafing little fcrvice'ta 
a 'fervent though unwilling votary T>f 
LbW, let me perform another, equally 
pleafing, for a certain parent, who, 
thoVgh'new to me' in that charaftcr, 
U nor the lefs intereftiilg^r fuch no-' 
yi^l^y. Let me affure you, my dear 
Edmund, that your fvvect little Fanny 
is growii, not only as dear to ys on 
her own account, butasmuch at home 
a's if flie had been educated here from 
her cradle. You would be diverted, as 
i am, to fee what rivals Cornelia, 
Llic^y, and Harriot, are, for the higheft 
place in her affection. I am convinrced^j^ 

Jipwevefj 
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howevelr, this diftinftton belongs com* / 
plctcfy to Cornelia, and from a caufe 
. which does hoi:jour to thp heart of the 
-dtzi little damfel. She has obferved 
the air of melancholy ^nd ipenta^ or 
rather cordial diftrefs^, which is oftea 
Vifible in the fweet countenance of 
"Cordelia ; and this has awakened htt 
early fympathy, and made the tender 
Fanny attach herfelf peculiarly td the 
widow. She is, however, as fprightly 
and playful as you would wi(h her to 
be ; and to give you pur idea of her 
charader in a few words (which Ji 
(hould tell you are the words of Lucy), 
ihe has all your engaging qualities 
without one of your foibles. 

I am obliged to bid you haftilyt 

farewell ; but I do fo with the lefs re^^, 

gret, aB I hope to receive to-morrowt 

or next da^ %ht copfirmatioh of oui^ 

I hopes, 
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hopes^ find to tell you imtp^iatcly with 
ivha^ joy that confirmaUon is reupeivcd 

Your af&£tionate biiotket> 

P. S. My Three Graces, as I .fpor?* 
tively call theru, ialute you with ^vtry 
kind wi(h i and comtniffiou youj jj/pfi 
only to bring Seymour honae to "us* as 
foon as you can, but the nobfe Signior 
and GiuHana, to whom you are defired 
to fay for us every thing that is 
friendly^ 



LET. 
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LETTER XVII. 

From Seymour to Charles 

" AUDLEY* 

MOST truly and moft fuccefs- 
fully, rny dear Audley, have 
you followed a fublime precept of the 
Religion which you fo happily profefs. 
You have indeed overcome evil by good. 
In reading the letter which you fo ge- 
ileroufly fent me by our dear uhex- 
pefted Edmund, I know not which 
was the ftrodger, my fenfe of your 
cictreme kindnefs, or of my own de- 
mferi't. How indulgent, how parental, 
h&s your conduft been towards me ! 
and how ungrateful the return that I 
have hitherto made to fuch favours ! 
Vol. IV- M But 
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But my hour of retribution is come, not 
only towards you, my dear HI -treated 
friend, but towards that bright injured 
angel whofe exquifite perfe<Slions you fo- 
nobly endeavour to imprefs upon my 
heart. 1 have, perhaps, towards her 
" Beyond atonement finn'd ;" 

p? I (hould rather fay, that Heaveii 
will probably, with great justice, pre- 
clude me from an earthly blefSng, 
\Yl^ofe real value I have been fo flew to 
underftand and acknowledge. 

You vviilundbubtediy havQ a faithful 
j^ccount ffom Edmund, u^ho is jill 
kindnefs and attention to me, pf tpy re.al 
apparent fituation : but you cannot hear 
from him what I think it beft to con- 
ceal at prefenr from the infinitely ten- 
der and too gnxious friends who fur- 
Dound pe; I mean, my own ftrong per- 

fualiQn^ 
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fuaiion, not Only that I (hall never be^ 
hold dear England agaiii, but that I 
Ihall drop this poor early-tattered veft- 
ment of mortality much fooner than 
my friendly attendants here will allow 
themfelves to imagine. Nor fhould If 
my dear Audley, impart this idea to 
you, had 1 not obferved with what pe- 
culiar juftice and felicity you have long 
eftimated life and death. For my own 
part, I am thankful to my Creator that 
timidity has never been d chara£):eriflic 
of my frame. When my mind was iu 
utter datktiefs concerning futurity, I 
was a ftranger to the dreid of diffolu* 
tion J and fince that bleffed Power, to 
whom I was blind too long^ has illu- 
minated my fpirit with his promife 
of a fuperior exiftence, fince he has al- 
lowed mf (to ufe the words of a great 
M 2 living 
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living Poet who is rich in religious 
eloquence) 

^^ A flight into his arms 
** Ere yet mortality's fine threads give 
**wayi" 

I feel doubly confirmed in the idea» 
and in the fenfation, that Death is the 
laft thing which a mortal ought to 
fear. Yet how many objefts, my dear 
Audley, now prefs upon my fancy, 
that might render earth for fbrae years 
a paradife to me ! With what delight 
lliould I behold myfelf feated once again 
in that circle of perfeft benevolence, your 
hofpitable manfion, awakened as I now 
am to a full fenfe of all the rare merit 
by which it is ennobled ! with what 
tranfport fhould I receive from your 
friendly hand that ineftimable treafure 
which you have with fuch generous 
zriom excited me to deferve! Oh ! my 
2 dear 






! 
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dear friend, the being muft Be dead 
to every fine emotion of the heart, who' 
would not ' wifh to live, while earthly 
blifs of Tuch purity and luftre feetns to 
Iblicit his enjbynfient. I wiih indeed — 
but I have learnt at laft to fubmit the 
moft prefumptiious of nay wifhes to 
the will of Him ** in whom we live and 
move and have our being." 

How juft, miy dear Audley, was that 
monitory remark of yours, which I 
once refufed to admit, that pride was 
the great fource of all my errors, and 
all my infelicity ! You allowed, I re- 
member, it wias a generous pride ; and 
fo indeed it was in its appearance, but 
not in its efFe<fts. I entered young 
into fplendid life, healthy, opulent, 
uncontrouled ; confcipus that my heart 
was free from every malevolent and 
every mean propenfity, I trufted en- 
M 3 tirely 
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tirely to the native impulfe of an af- 
dent and afFedlionate fpirit, J tboyght 
that Honefty and Honour^ to whom I 
felt myfelf hi violably attached, Werb 
xinexceptionable and fufficicnt guides 
for my conduit. An early bfight into 
the defpicable characters of fome uq* 
tvorthy priefts gaye me a ftrong preju- 
dice againft Religion. I feJltno attrac- 
tion towards a faith, whole miniftefsof 
every fe<St appeared to mc as a band of 
intelledual gladiators ; whp feeii>ed tq. 
have done the very thing which a cer-* 
tain Philofopher, wifh ^ benevolent 
farcafm, recommended to the Athe- 
nians, and as a preliminary to their 
conflids, to have pulled down the altar 
of mercy. We agreed, I rememberj^ 
on this point, my dear Audiey, when 
you werefo good as to converfe with me 
fp patiently (iand, alas! tp fo little goo4 

efFe^ 



^Wtd: at that time) on the fources of 
incredulity : we agreed^ that the fero- 
<:ity of Chrifl-ian Divines to each other 
is a common and extenfive Iburce of 
3Laical IrreKgion. How can a youth 
who has never ftudled hi^ Kble, expeft 
qiiiet ^nd comfort from the Gofpel, 
when he fete thofe who preach it verjr 
furiouAy mangling their brethren, 
*4ike the. favage rebels of Scotland who 
were routed by the gallant Montrofc, 
and who ufed for their word of battle, 
^' 3V^J, artd no garter T^ I am con- 
vinced by my own paft fee^lings on the 
fubjedt, that no fouree of Infidelity is 
more ppwexful than this, k has pleafed 
Heaven to correft in a very particular 
manner thofe early prejudices of ray 
mind which I have ftill fuch fingular 
rreafon to lament. I have beheld the 
heneficial influence of p.eligion in one 
M 4 of 
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pf its moft ftriking e^camples j I havp 
feen it not only bind up the bror 
ken heart qf Qiuliana, but confec upou 
her an angelic ferepity, fweetnefs, an4 
flrepgth pf mind, which, under her 
cruel calamity, nothing elfe could have 
given IpLQt ; it has enabled hef not only 
to fubdue the mpft dcpreffive of pat 
iions in her own bofom, but to new- 
piould the heart and fpirit of an exas- 
perated and worldly-minded father ; 
and finally, my dear Audley, it h^s 
enabled her to accomplish that conver- 
lion v^hich has been fo much the ob- 
ject of your friendly defires. - How f^r 
the bodily anguifli, the (hame, and the 
clilguft, which I have felt in reflefting 
pn fqme recent occurrences, may have 
contributed to this event,! will not at- 
Jpmpt tQ examine. 

« jA Fever argues better than a Clarke/' 

is 
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is a fenfible and fpiritcd line of Young's, 
that you quoted to me, I retoember, in 
.expreffing a hope that you nxight one 
day fee our dear Edmund alfo con- 
vertei ; i3l fraternal hope, which, I 
muft tell you^ my good Audlcy, is 
even now on the point of being ful- 
^Ited, and which, if it is as ! believe 
mfy deftiny to die foon, I moft fin- 
cerely pray that my death may com- 
plete. For my own part, at the ear- 
neft requeft of our angelic Giuliana, I 
have devoted the daily leifure of an in- 
valid, to hear and ngieditate on the Gof- 
-pel. It has been very affiduoufly 
preached to me by this lovejy and elo- 
quent preacher, whofe own life affords 
fo ftrong an argument in its favour ; it 
has entered into nay heart and foul. In 
Jiftening deliberately to the New Tefta- 
pient, I ana indeed completely per- 

fuaded 
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Ibaded that Chriil is the true AmbalTft^ 
dot of God ! I require no other cre- 
dentials than hisowaafieding hiiloty, 
with the marvellous power of hU pre«> 
cepts, to militate agaiaft every evil by 
which human nature can b^ iflailed^ 
tind to countera£t all the agents of 
daiknefSf After a cool and candid> 
though brief comparifon t)f Philofophy 
and Revelation, I fbel moft ftrcmgly 
impreffed with the idea that no being 
could have delivered a fyftem of in- 
ilru€tion fo perfeSly adapted as the 
Gofpel is to all the weakndffes and 
ivants of man, except a perfonage in^- 
fpiredand coramiffioned by his Creator. 
if I examine the conduft of individuals^ 
or of communities, I perceive that 
every abufe of Chriftianity, every de- 
viation from its primary precepts, is at- . 
tended either by mifery or peril* If J 
fearch into my own bofom, I find the 
5 fiaieO; 
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fulleft internal proof that Chriftianitjr 
alone (as you, my dear Audley,' once 
faid with ib mtich kindnefs and trtith) 
can fupply nne with a proper correftive 
for the^ conftitutional impetuofity of my 
fpirxty and art antidote to the poiioDi a£ 
my own prefumptuous and delufive 
imaginations. I am* hot afraid of tiring 
you on * this fubjcft, becaule I know 
all the warmth and all the teiiderncft 
of your friendly zeal. As I have for-*» 
merly given you much pain by utter- 
ing the prouder fentiments of my miC- 
guided fpirit, I am the more fblicitous 
to fhew you at prefent how truly I 
ftand corrected ; though, alas ! for our 
temporal happinefs this: corre£lion is 
come too late. Ah f my dear Audley; 
muft I give you fo hard a proof of the 
^rength ajid fincerity of my new faith, 
ps to refigii v^ithput a murmur that 

ineilimable 
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ineftimable bleffing, which you, in ex- 
horting me to fubdue my incredulous 
pfide, fo generoufly propofed tome as 
ari incentive and a reward? Muft I 
expire without a benediflion from that 
offended angel Cornelia ? without ex* 
preffing to her with my own lips the 
perfeft homage of my correfted heart ? 
and without receiving from hers a Sin- 
gle, tender kifs of reconcilement, peace, 
and pardon ? 

Perhaps it is better that I cannot be 
indulged in lb fond an inclination ; per^ 
haps it is ordained fb by that God of 
Mercy whom I acknowledge and 
obey, in compaffion to that dear and 
deep fufferer ; fliaken as her health has 
been by thebarbarity of my frantic love, 
fhe could not not now fupport the an- 
guifli offuch a per fonal adieu. -^No, 
my divine Cornelia, I will not wifli.to 

foftcn 
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foften even the pangs of death by an 
indulgence that might prove fo injuri- 
ous to thy lovely frame. — Let me ra- 
ther ftrive to emulate thy perfedlion, 
and make the fondeft emotion of my 
heart fubmit with refignation to the 
will of that God to whom thou haft 
adhered with a tendernefs, truth, 
and fortitude, fo angelic* Oh ! thou 
moft exquifite of women ! my proud 
fpirit, which once infulted thee fo cruel- 
ly, now does thee full juftice. Thy 
triumph is complete — my heart at this 
moment idolizes thee more than ever, 
and at the fame time I revere thee in my 
fouL Thy fifter-angel Giuliana yields 
the palm to thee ; that generous ad* 
mirer.of thy excellence, if I com- 
mand her as a ftriking example of. re- 
ligious virtue, will hardly allow that 
flie has any merit compared to my 

Cor- 
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Cornelia. ** I have done nothings {hi 
fays, which I did not learn to do froni 
the man I adored; and perhaps his 
pure fpirit has niiniftered to my fup* 
port. If I attached myfelf toGod, it 
was in the hope and the convic- 
tion that He would lead me to my 
love. — How different, how fuperior, is 
the heavenly perfeftion of your Corne- 
lia, who, in a trial the moft excruciat-* 
ing xhat could be devifed for a bofoni 
fo tender, tore herfelf from the idol of 
her heart, and adhered to Heaven !" — ^ 
Such is the afFeftionate applaulc that 
oxxt lovely foreigner beftows on the un-^ 
feefn Cornelia ! How would ihe fpeak 
of her, were fhe as thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the enchanting graces 
of her perfon, as with the purity of 
her conduft! — To you, ttiy dearAudley, 
who know it fo well, it feems fuper- 

fiuous 



ftoQua toi ip€ak of my Cornelkif^s per^ 
fe^ion; but it is thcr paragaowt iUb- 
jeA i^i roy thoughta; and as I am 
writiug Xfy you oftoft probably for. tho^ 
lad timeii I rei^iam uot vaj pen» but 
pour Qiftt every idea as it ariies iu mji 
mindi— it is time, however, both .foe 
your fake and my own, to elofo tbi» 
long kttef .—Farewell, my indulgent^ 
my generous friend : if it prove my \f^ 
as I $m moie and nrare perfuaded ift 
muft, never to clafp again your beae^ 
volent hand, let m^ live in your le- 
memhrance ! Think of me, I need no6 
lay kindly^ for kindnefs is the charao 
leriftic both of your temper and your re* 
ligionJ — Let me intreat you, though 1 
feel indeed that fuch. a requefl: is un^ 
neceffary (yet, to relieve my own bearr, 
kt me entreat you) to break by all 
you^ gentle and frip^adly addrefs the 

Ihock 



*gh- no'tr, -while tihy^lfe # rffHSif 
^nilhiitig ^<vay*,- I -'feei-^^lttfej* 
pmem that kiidif^dgei wlilcliHlB^* 
eve?- fhort my exHfchce" inaj^^^e^'*^ 
wddld not relinquifh fiirthe w<*W. *<»# 
am'' aware that her-affSawn^ ^fi* til/ 
nittft^prodtite -oh this^)ccafioii wytfi^ 
Hfoganguilh inher titnd€*b<yl^T%8# 
tftiit^atigutfh win be-^tbifd^-^rtlHa^ 
pertnatieht'deligHt,- the jfcRgfe-tv'^flF ¥^ 
lR!a?hg on oor^ltaufQal lov«r n«K%*^ 
\i«fftbbt ihofe crBel-parigs ^e-f^fdi^m 
reffidfife which haWtitffiaft^itiJWfeW 
f«Ai»Teftobn, -feuf xnf h >fioi*i<J^ fe^ 

B^ft?lft}fti''l='W=^cdiifi'deiit*<^W'?rtM« 
iciSRf be-Slmeft'^r'^ilP^I^ i"*^ 
IR^niour oi88^f^» .Pfe^v%4i«jil** 



1I^4»^ in faiddnc iicr iaKmtiL-^-4f 
J htmmt^ fw, mj dor Aodkgr^ mSX 
fWOcsBher >mj mtci^ko, and lootb hot 
fiaMPpir &r me, fe^ every tciHxaao3r 
iSf «f^ We— ^ycm, ray fricfed, will be 
a jRpttcf gu»rdWu than I could have 
|i«M to faber two cbarmis^ boj«« Let 
mH tjbe fvrav^ little heart of the hxmfi, 
W:iUtam forget ope utterly \ but i:ecall 
ne iiow aiid tben^ I befeech yoi^ to \m 
t^txAtsc iraCGdledion. . What exqmfitt 
4c%bf: I flEUght have had in training 
Chii MaUe^icinded cbUd bto that en^ 
j;i|^«^accocDpli&c)d, manly €h:irtf^r^ 
wilkll I tt^ for his<)wn and his lovdjir 
yaatiit^a £dcfi« he is defiiued to fx^m i 
bin I h»^ pec Meed defa-vtdfuch de* 
%bU The jiiftice, aod I Oioutd fajr. 
paribayiy the mfdom of Providciice af* 
i^s QM a very different iate*. Yet I 
fedi for this dear^ inteiefting boy ; who 
Vol. IV. N wiU 
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Jhis mother, with all the fi<:eQf bis tmii 
fex; I feel for bim at this, ooomeiit 
the moft poignant parental, follcitude. 
I am forcibly ftruck by an idea that it 
; |&{x»ffible for me to prove a very ufe« 
ful m&nitor to him long after I (hall 
have ceafed to exift, if. I had yet 
Arength enough to execute a defign I 
have conceived* But, alas I my dear 
Audley I the (hades of death are even 
tiow gathering round me*-tbe. pen 
drops from my hand ; a faintnefs like 
diiToIution itielf begins to ileal upoa 
ipy fenfes— it is but tVaniient?4*-*rt 
xoraes— it goes— it retur»s^O^ hxy 
466r 'frieads! andt dearer thakv: dve«^ 
^fiend^ pay Cornelia ! my bea^t' tsmit 
^)frt:€bfli€d ; it ftill embrace* jfrott with 
kiraalive impaffioned ardaur^ 'airf 
-vd K'*'_ - '^ : . ' •^•^'ftrtrggfct 
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^iD^glesajgaiiifttliis deathlike Iftt^ucnv 
vfaat ic may beftow upon yo» ^all $hp 

'ierve^tt kentAidthn of 
> Your truly faithful 
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3LETTER XVni, 

FitoM Edmund Audlky 70 His . 

! -^ 'L'A S! coy dear Charles, what 

Vi,;cJO haart»rttiding fcenes ■ hiive 1 

^fmdtaftiftami Iihitiihi6yj<rfepaff6d, We 

tJttve Idl'thartttxthantilig ffient}' wh<3ft 

hcMU'I vttilytiefKcve^ the watriieft 

jand tfloft getieroas^tftST'God eVier bte- 

HowBd Ujpon a mere mortalr-Out be*- 

JSf ? loved 
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I^^rkftitig dri" hef ^ofoM;"^W.S"B3 
ii^n^ c^ifpea 16 mIrie..i:N6 fi^ii'^fe^^^ 
ever'* tekla a more affeaitig^i¥%Srf 
enviable death ; it was iiidfeed ffi^^elBK 
o^a Yruc'Chriftian, and fuich'as ^iflgfft 
!nter«i^; riioft e^^^^^^ iiAMi"^. 
Dounce his Infidelity, aii3"^£^faiOTil?*i 

^cfe;triutaphr '^ ";""'^ ^^' """^ 

aI(J[rii;cHfo,? ^:i?-n \j hv:i^^hhoio driJ 
-lFcdlopafl^iffiai)!)d£obbiif^^ ^s^'k 

f-^ni ^ H except 



^ 

^ 



L_ 













B.lO 




fo a^, even in nobfe chara<9:er6, to 
fpring U^^itli dtfefe/ftiitfcbntifciiffate 
the clofihg^ u:ene of many ^otimlrable 
}liidiR.93%>lfai^ii9at')f4^1ii[g>%lM Hiiiidfi|r 
3ci9 aiiokii#4;f'!amhdiaiiigi:e(n£ods9lb 
2f0ai«i Miirfifetf^ <hfti «oMdeniC^tei)Ci^laf> 
^l«ktodil:p^.l<tfdr!a^0/ addaowlariilKll 

i«d«di|, l^4iiW^i9(ted>scatbstiaoslni3inat- 



blelurtfaftrdb^iiiiqr {'HtSildo^rrepiyiJlio^i 
ydut ikkd kttisr he ioteisdfeifaiixi <dif«tr^ 
patdt to you imniedjatelyL} jftitt ^teini 
heikddvijbaled it» he ditanged.iiis adad^^'/ 
apd;^llQ||^e4 tbt to eturlafci krwkhGar^ 
fh^tt billet (wlstich he boped«' b&faid^i^ 
t^wri^ toCornalW) in the Qt&fsi^str 
thatl I ihcmid ifead you upoa his/dohthir 
B^itdqi'i'thefe lete^di jbe hm :!aitktmtr- 

b^t)dhfQ;itoc^ paftieulaf- |saak|Si^atri£o 
might; hc^'kl^chv to tvhom^th^amo 
addrtflfed; .a'««fcire; which fi(iij>rfa^ «m?v 
th^;OWre^ ibeeftuiib he hna fuii}d(taUo0dv/ 
t(|^JtDO(^on th&idir{si0iiitioiX'of ;^)hisl(ftx>&b 
t«k)iH!fcprbjpciy|^^ 3ud«ip|»intadHm«>hi»ri 
e^tefiMtpiiia Mtf^i iii&i)ed> (mivdttaiig^fhiaio 

omia ttid:k:twas iiji^ktdto thcL degrjipiq 
VajitdjAr/MiidiF ^r/itQt^&iffmUftij)aJ)di^ 

and 



audripapitf iHcobu ifiU^ ^pfti^ jiftr. 
i€ddMhett)Bndcrttt& and^magtimiiiMtj^ I 
o^lib cdntedl»di|ttrk.j I «ixi ptsi&bdsd' ; 
tbcabeidfanis niyt <iciiitted a fingle^dbli^ 

deraUsytaliis^tiemmnfaianGB; ae|^fo£bntl^u 
hglireter^ L ifvi|l ^Ofily (iamtion - to ^^rouoi^ 

lapd9ii>:aad* pat;tin:ioaial.e{t;ttoi.t4^ IbbL* 
iuini&ke and legal heir^ wi^ie^tef^H 
ii^dsmf iftgar4riand -eibem, bs: diTpD^ : 
oftfah^ffMtal eibftsV'trbii^ afreMir)^. ■ 
oniRaffiliiwlQiible.i i Td Gotikdiit^ 

doixibriftito; >&om^i^bb.h^ reqticffig 
faar.iaialdranniaaUyai^ hoiidiv^^ 
OHtth^^bifitb^af^df her 6l()ift fo^i^adr^ 

pfa|ier^5la^(aT cnamigQ pDfti)M(>iin idt^^ 
oiq&daieriidrtmiajixi^ p^mtilkk'^ 

N 4 the 



■^)9£^ifht{l»«>tie^iiAfir\fif£otk}n^ -raid 



to ^ lifoHlgM^ tFi(;^^n^<lVGi»4dC 
beer Mntadioanfyite*«^<»iithi9>lbKj^ 






ta theirlaiEl: -wtth -tke nodAnsffekSting; 
fr^^lltimfs, but wichout aipscdbile t^. 
oi)(^)(^Ciou« Whoi the ongeiit -iSaitt^ . 
tiwa cxpreiTed to him heiriicomiDrtiiia: 
bel^oldhig him {o fingukrly ffe^ fronr . 
tlw.^ar of death ; ^ O ! my goodan^/ 
g^ he replied, though I Itevor itii 
tlU^^^vorld what the human hcaitiWa;^ ♦ 
be, allowed to regret^ yetfurelyin'tte! 
neyi I can haw nothing; toiear t\ ithafic 
dgfte, I acknowledge^ feme fdbli^cjabdt ; 
ibi^^ wkked thiogs-; buC^L trufir tfaby 
ftnei fully expiated, by it\j itncexoocam- 
trlxmY^ and perfeA refignitionitd^th^^l 
will of the Almighty* Umkr dirprnm^: ' 
ftai^iC^. peculiarly trying Co<ii1i^rit .fo^: 
iati^^'|i(pn^e &$ mine, perhaps, m^ di^ * 
CfitH^na^ I cfitild i30t meet Death, tfoi 

J. wij .■:...:. into 
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intorinsrarmg, if i wercrndt inaprafllfil^ 
with aa'-idea. that my eady departure 
fr«» the dearth, like that of youp be-*' 
loktd JBevcrell, may proVe a greater 
blcffiog t* fome objcaa of my regard, 
tbaii> d^y ^ life perhaps might have 
pBoaffid.^w-Hltt uttering thefe words, he^* 
caft <a look of ineKpreiiible kindnefs tip^^ 
on mo^^or lie alluded to a difcourfe : 
wi^ioh ihadi pafied between us a fe^^' 
daytobeforeiaiid which he had dofed^ 
ivitihi ithis ^ tender - anSd memorable • e*-^ 
pitefiioDf '*^1 exult, my dear Edmund,^ 
invtheikieaUbM my death will ratify'^ 
yo«rc.coiaVB»fion/^*— Thcite could in^ 
deai) be^ rawftronger perfuafivc to Chr} A ' 
tiMi6y).tban tfee death of fuch s Chrif*' 
ttnk. i i ^Wbo ux>uld reftlfo to adkhdW- ' 
Itii^ tim bepeficial trrfluence of Reii*^* 
gio)>,iliaf2fdei1)g ho^ it ftsd given both* 
fofiwefsiaaifcewrgy-to a;fpirit Gnc^'f& 

impatient 



tsriJ bleffiiig 



t^tesibf 4}irf«i^tneHtttf{¥ the koSiTaa 
^nlhDid ■ that 
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tils* w^ adtnire. Ohf Edmundt^ thene 
4k>iidthiflrg more' fiifeltBrte;>W *f«#hfe^s 
«xdreddfirabl6 in life, th^n^ftmaiorPfRtts 
«ffi*pfe'reci by^piety/ahd ftre^ngthynitl^rt- 
fifeadof being impaired' by 'tfid^taab:?- 
pefted femoral of its idol Mm eairtfe 
tid'iieayen^ Let me but perfiaade ttxy- 
^f • that I fhall prove in dyitf^^^ 
much a fdurce of good to my GotiieRa:, 
^Pev«5rell has proved to Giuiiafia j'ahd 
Uiader that perfuafioii I caft*' mBft 
thankftilly embrace my fat6 \ Ith foC- 
Abie that I may be fo yet rboreithaft' 
F^erell! Oh, Edmund r—Hetfe^ 
pitied inciiued to impart to me fbmel 
thifig that he thought of moment: Wt 
ll« rarefied himfelf ; and-onfe of l^ 
ffiqeent fits of extreime languor eoiriitig 
on, be did rtcft r^fume dgam'tRe^Tub*' 
jeft, whatever it was, that I tIio^g;ht 
J)}m preoarki^ to cOBmjpnicate. 
^ - -. I grievg 



3nli ff^lffffi* to add ; aoqth^c ptocfriof 
.pgir^^l ip|e.Uig0D$6tatbi9 oielandEidly 
^tet^^fe^ ^Tibe good okl SigDior is tzon- 
^£nf4iTb3f' ilk)«f^ to bis bed, foidhdt 
^QiMUafria(-ha& lu4 double occa^odsrittr 
,allhcr ft?? ngtfc both of ipmd a«d bod^. 
I;If r ^cfiiQfts have been a^oft fupe«^ 
jpiaturaL I bdieve hfer &ther wilh ird* 
cov^i^ but I cannot leave her trbife 
jhe comiai*es fo ilK 1 have giveiYior* 
4fi^ ta fccuie the dear remotns ofimr 
^depanq|3 friend iw a leaden coffin i iirtd 
^sfQona^ my worthy old hoft itivite^ 
I ifball fet forth on my return with 8iy 
jcoQui^ttful . charge, and perhip&.i^lse 
fl^(f parage in fooie veflel frorti hesiQ^ 
J^t ^ events I will land at Do(vsr^ 
wtyergj. entreat you, K)y dear Ch^fk^ 
to^J^etji^efind letters vt^aiting fyr fm 
froi^jl«9^; and do not failito^ifpfrjad 
me hoW; wr^poor Cqrg?itiftc^A}^pfiflt? 
I • ' this 
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thts onexpeded calamity; Alas^! (he 
has not fo ftroD^ a frame as Giuliana; 
but it h the b!e0ed privilege of Reli- 
gfon« to fupport both rhe Arong and 
the weak< > I am inclined to wifli that 
Lucy and my dear little girl could 
meet me i^ Dover. Yct^ on feoond 
tbougbta, I cannot bear to expofe them 
'to many tedious days, perhaps^ pf dii^ 
appointed expe^ation at an uncomy 
' iortable itm. Let me find^ however^ 
ibothing letters from you aU ; for I 
feel that the office of conducting our 
dear breathlefs frieiui to that Ibore, 
tirhere 1 hoped to fee htm receiving 
andi mparting delight to fo many that 
are dear to me» will be a bitter officer 
iodeed to the deje£ted fpirit of 
Your grateful and afFedlionate 

Edmwnb# 

LET- 



CORNBLIA •BDJ&RY. I93 

LfeTtEk Jtik. 

incloied in the preccdin^i 

MY eVI;r ardently beloved, though 
once ihfuited Cornelia! it pleafes 
Heaven to chaftife my proud aiid blind 
barbarity towards you, by taking md 
haftily ^rom the fearth juft when I 
inight render its prime orllameht my 
Own. llie pride, the ficrtfeneis^ the 
arrogance, the ingratitude, the impiety 
of your niiiguided but affcftioiiatcf 
SeynSour, afe bovJr correfted for ever*-» 
Of all my vehfemeiit fentiriiehts to- 
wards you^ i retain otily thofe of love 
and admiratidn^-^My adiniratiti^i and 
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my love were never moi:e intenfc 
thaiiln this hQur,.wheQ I feeL^y life 
haft^iiing ^o its end ; they \viif adhere 
i6 itie^ to the laterf' moment of my 
m'6ftai:ekiftencCr if TOy.meiiMffj^ con- 
tmu'es unimpaired ; and they w^ll at- 
ifebd me,;' ram^crfuadcdi intpa b^ef- 
f^d'fulurity. I have written to you 
ife'di'e'than once within thefe tWo (iajra^ 
^liS^fcumt my letters/ J^y heart afid 
loul tell m6 they nave a million (j£ 
llUia aritfieribus tliiings to' fay to youi^ 
j^e^t^whien t atterijpt to throiV ^t^y of- 
thfefe things on paper they bffencf me, 
by being eittier too weak for my feel-, 
ihgs, or tdo llrong for yours^ My 
fluftfeVing fpifit is divided between, the 
eager '^efirc of fenaing you a lafi fare- 
well, expreffehg all my encreafedp ina-y 
proved^ enlightened affe(9tion for you ^ 
and the anxious (dread of^ giving moVfe' 
* ' 7 " , " '"pain 
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pain to ^ tbat. infinite] j^ tisnd^c r|?^fep^t 
whicK 1 have barbafoufly^ tof t;ur^4 r|il-' 
riiady. .iO ! iboiu nioft Ip vely,Baoft 
ingenuous o£. women ; . with vyhat de^^ 
light (Kould loxpiatqmy paii^ofTenqe^ 
tov^ards thee, by living only xb chQitQn 
mid^applatJt] fhy perf^i^on .^ ButHaar 
ven requlr^ a, very d^ffcr^nt, a feve^p 
€fxpiati<Mi i tl^^ handofdegth is iiipQJti 
mi\ it. tfiaxs^me from nvy Cornelia l-^rr 
t^m}Mi .\jQ.tAhti le^s br more; thiaii. 
man,^ couwi refrain fron::^ teHine; vo^ 
how t ic^ in" every fit rei of iny,:hea£t, 
thje Unutterable aiiguifli. of fuch afepargr 
tiQA; yet J acknowledge thegfaciow- 
ttcfsofGod, .whb, in divlliing me fron^ 
aft obje^ifoltttenfely detar.to inQ,.jh(i^s 
called rtie to himfelf. \0 iCoritelii)!, 
this alone coald have ediabled nap^ ];p 
.i|ult; thee thu3, I cat^no^l.fajf tyjtli- 
oiit^ p^^:olJvit J caiij Jfay ; jvifhoyt 
Et mttronur. O Heaven I behold my 
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rengnation, and,' if it is meritorious^as 
1 try ft It is), reward it* by pdu'rmg iht 
pureft of thy lileflitigs on that juftly 
valued idol of my heart, frbiii whem 

^ J, depart at thy command.- Let mi 
live in her afFeAiDn^ not to affli£t'^ but 
to iboth, to aniniate, to fortify her 
mild, gentle fpirit. Let nryfig^artlfftars 
be made fources of iftftrudidn 'diid 
fecurity to her beloved chiliaiten.^ tDh, 
iny Cornelia f thy prdcious bd^S^ are 
as dear to me as to thy oWif i^iteftial 
heartl' I have endeavoured^^tasl I 
hay-e^ not ftrength enough fo^tcftl yon 

^whaf in time will tell' itfelft ■ l^am 
dying— but idle with nijK^yes ^^er- 
feaijjr opened to the trieiieife Serf' my 
God^ and to all the rarftneifreHfiff^my 
infuited and idolized CorheDdkV^^ tbb 
tnoik lovely of hik woirks^ asr'tirell as 
the mod faithful of his votaries. Oh 1 

Cornelia^ 
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Corndid, f am djring ; but in death J 
fpel %;pn^i? . (it b 9^ pardonable ^ride) 
4ft yi9iu^ affeSion J yPJ^ ^^^^ lovpd the^ 
y©!arwiU cpntiAUp t^ Iqvc roe ; ah^ tliat 
angelic, attachment, though fadden* 
. ed by gricf,.yet iiojv untroubled by 
terroJT qf ^lf*reproach^ will be dearer 
^nd^a^rp delicipu$^to your heavenly 
fj^ixit;^ ;thau all the gay vanities pf the 
' . 5^or)(jt Vi p Cornelia ! what a proud 
ihjeaj;^ j^yp I b;id, . fipce I can difcovcr 
^ pri^p ;(^ut,, I thaok Heaven, it is a 
rfP«.ri^dr^rt,,of pH4c) blending itfelf 
; cy)^.iD} thpfe inoments with mv fove, 
' f^^y^^Yf^^ vay religion ! .1 bow to the 
nf^ill ofoGod;. I feel that I am going to 
' ;:>bi*f Pgei^j^e,;, my^fouj ijs not terrified, 
>' h^ .?yijpreffed ;,with^ fentimerits for 
' uM^Vflfe]^ have, UQ- i^^guage. I feel only 
? 'th^il^j^^oing to. appear^efpre'Him 
.^ :^bQ>prej^^,,and who will '{ppport ray 
'^^^- 13;;.- .V , 0.$. , ' Cornelia, 



lovely ^}id<^ bljelT^j^'^fpirits^^!- iift^ffs. iu 
a^^JQ^i^ all tenderrtefs, In purity, re- 
flet only on the obligations which I 
acknowledge ~*0-'y©*>- -both 4 Ye have 
been the minifters of grace, who havp 
opened t-o ^e tHegat^s of tBat^Hleaven 
for which I am departing.- While you 
' eoftttt^^'prlgrirrts 6f the eMth";^^^^ 
cultivate your friendfliip for each other^ 
arid v^nieitibef fhatl bid yoii forewdll 
Ht the firmeft.c(»ttfrdence rhat we (hall 
be eternally united in the teatitiidc 
which is promilcd to tis by Him^whona 
ySibavd taught iriie to iJCvertfliRar* 
WKl^^ *hoii >kJDi of my heart, whom 
1 <3iaDrtoflIy behold in idea 4 Yet £» 
firoiigiy ; art thoti prefcat to toy ^^O* 
• >y : ' tion. 



jtion, that; I fcem to cMpihy hzt\^^ 
thjs moijqent. Qh, Cortiplk! lefc'^ 
ffidulge this fopd illu^^' ahd iectm to 
jppuc into thy tender bofom the h(| 
afFeftioli^te <ig*a of thy cfpiriqg 

S^YMOUk. 
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F»,OM GlULlANA TO CoRNltlA. 

......... . ■ , ■ -■■■■ . ;,• 

lfip^fe.4 9l(o in Edmvind*^s tictter vt^tli 

:1j.H- vr the' preceding., ^ • 
- ^<ry Jear^ though iiexiisr.ftinFrlen^r 

TF. MUST tell you in few fad wo&rdji 
Xotint xof fcrife of what ybiir j^bSr 
gentle/he!ut4ias now tq ful^r, n^-^s 
ail ioy old . Wotmd& to bleed ^a^efliT. 
ji^)'^' ' O 4* -" ' We 
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Wc are veritably Gficrs in affliftion, a9 
pur dear, dying. Seymour has faid ; 
but the good God who^ fupported un. 
WfMTthymc lb gracioufly will .not..feU 
to fupport my pure gentle fifter, who 
has title fb u^uch better than I. to pro* 
teflon from Heaven. O^ how the 
good God (hewed hi^ goodneis itt 
inaking obedient and truly GhriftUn 
the high and long-rebel fpirftlof our 
dear friend ! How.did I.wiiHttQ'^j^jls 
be died, in his place; th^t mi|;^ht have 
made \xs all happy { but opr Alnajghty 
good 'governor knpWs what is beft 
fot tis; better than we know; and, 
my dear fick father fHU wants his poor 
child upon earth ; if it pleafe Qod to 
make him well again, we wilt come 
to dear England, and I will tell my 
fw«et^ gentle fifter in aj[9i£tjon much 
r^prt than my trout^led'mind can now 

write* 



''^?±' 



bleedings heart, fey^t^Kh^ her ^ivhAt, 
tboruf^d' t hi tigs Irer ^AQr rdy ipgrf 6cy4 
snourfaid, and brll fo diviheljrjuft^aod 
kind, of his beloved Cornelia. -^nj will 
come and talk and weep with" you, 
niy dear (ifler^n^ourner) jday after daiy ; 
but at prefent I cab only repeat. May 
the good ,God iopport aod ccij|^0le 
you !: I know you will kindly receive 
thi»Wief cordial prayer fnona.,.! ,;:. 

Your trujjf fympathetic ^ ^ * '^- 

, .^ j^id affe^fliohate Sifter, ' ' * " 
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FaoM Mk. AuDLEY to his bbother; 

• • • -^ . . - 

I 

P|REPABED 39 I was, my dear 
• E^oiUEidy for the grievous event 
which yopr Uft kind iptter imparts to 
mtj i^ has abided me fo deeply as to 
fhake even, my health. What a bitter 
i0be to all our friendly hopes and 
projedsJ But wie mu{\^ Aot murmur ; 
and^it^^ wddld ba particularly wrong to 
do fo^ when the Almighty and All-wife 
Diipoier of events is fo gracious as to 
imitlgfe^ conlblation with our diftrefs. 
However wrong and mifguided the 
life of our CDchantiug friend may have 
b^b, he has died the death of the 
righteous ; and we ought not, per- 
> ' haps, 



hapSt.jto roojirrv fo dseply. foV. hipo.^u 
farth, jwheii t^erq ip joy over him ii^ 
Heaven : but it is icnpofllble |iot to 
feel pHtreme paip in the lofs of a being 
whofe qualities were fo delightfiiUy 
engaging. For my o.wn part, I nouft 
confers, his pathetic farewell to qae h^^ 
niad(2. f^ch an imprenion upon tm^ 
that my nerves are h^pome akaofk as 
t«e«ft«l0ys as tbe^e i^f Qv>r poorCorr 
wUa* vfk? U, I m\l ppt; % agi%^ 

jgitpjAfS^&ioti itfel&^I qfver bf h^ld ibi^ 
rojy )p»OBe poignant, orindijlg?4w«.tti 
;«Jpr5;avi4ity. Shp%s, ♦* the^n(pW^ 
of hSfHti.tb%t (h9i<fq4^r!^ on ^hi^.9(^ 
iWftis.A vfry juft.pwjflimfftt fqr h$r 
hftvjtfig thought fo inhiinftanly th^i b^s 
^Qath would he nq cQisfproine.*', ^Bi^t 
I 9m forgetjting, my deff Gdjmini], 
that at the tinie i^reu; wUl opfin .this 
letter, which I ^pmh ¥> W4U ^r 

you 
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y^^ at the port appointed, you will be 

j^le to procure Tweedy ^ and I hope 

^|>5;tt^^iutenigenceoirus all, irom thofe 

y(ho arp as eager to fly into youf arfns 

itt^ jjic.bpur of your landihg^^ as you 

. c^n be to embrace them, I have a 

moft fortunate opportunity of graf rfy- 

IQg your wifli in this article ; aii' ob- 

: Kgin^ friend has juft offered mathe 

. vf^ 9f his vacant ^ and cbmmo^iious 

apartments in Dover-Caftle, upon'^Siy 

laCjiidjQDtaUy meationini^ your^wilfh, 

Lucy and her dear little charge are 

preparing to fetfeit h from hence^ and 

are ar happy slioprprefent ftateof ge- 

pi^r^^ mourning will allow them to be, 

^m the jidea of waiting in the cbiftfort- 

. , a^cjoart^rHhat I have accepted for 

> th^^, to receive you in tbehofrof 

. .; yq^r arrival* I will not detain you 

. ^o^^tbeir embraces, by adding more to 

this 
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, tj[u$ letter^ except areqiicft tlfiat/^s iStia 

./fts.xqu h^ve difcharged your'laft ^hilts 

Jtp. pur dear departed friend, yoi? 'will 

, brin^ both our lifter aiid the dearlttlcle 

^ F.^npy. back again to this hbufb ; where 

AfifliftMDn^ my dear Edmund, ^loif^to 

fate itfelf on all the many moU'tnful 

^ tjhings,you,havc to tell us thiniftt!Iyt 

^ w||jjBrc^cvery perfon is wiflnn^td fee 

/rJfW arrive^ and ripne more hcaritlly 

^ . o Y -^- iaffcaionatc Brfe«!Mr» 

J^JIDM IfVCY AUDLEY TO CoR^^ElA, 

IWtLL write only to riiy nib'ft af* 
, .fljaedfricnd; ana Y fliouTtf '5e a 
^valuable , comforter . indeexf, if my 
;po>vcrs of ioothing her lorrow ivere 

equal 
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QEjcriiLttftKe imflifttic& that Ihe has up- 
oa niy^cUdugbtd. Abfotbed as ybu are 
iogT^tel^Mt will, if know, ftlH pleafe 
you wliear, that I ahd my dearlittlfe 
totttp^cikin fare 'fefely arrived, arid 
fafel)^ lodged hrotrt" G^ftle^ Our ac- 
tUfflMo^fations are fo good, our prdf- 
ped'of riie townt)el6W' us, and of thfe 
caiittJ^iet'feaheyoiid it, is fofocftb^ 
i;ig 4»ib>y^ Mind in its prefent penfivfc 
aodo toi&tancholy ftate, that I almoft 
repent &f haring o^pofed my dear Cor- 
nfelia'&idea of attending us J yet it is 
fufcly better for you,, my dear fufFeir- 
ing friend, to feriiam in the niorc 
fooihfittg^^ iblftud^ which you "may 
command at Audley Grove, with 
the addiWdnil* ackstfttig'e of comfarta-'s 
fo tfender and fymp^atfietic as Harriot 
and my brother. F^r HeavetoV faki?, 
let me fpeedily^hav^e tlife fatifefeaion of • 
-. ■' being 
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beipg^giRiiPcd, f>7'^t}bir}divntlaiid^{tii^ 

yofl/arp a rttrle tc^ive^^^'-^ittt'/jriH*^ 
purci npWe, ani^^traly" atigtiip'^frit 
begins to t rlu m ph ofer that 4qpic»kabfe 
deprcflion which feieindi'to vobj^iififdf 
more i?han hilffow extileficfe F'CM**: 
itder, iny^ incomp^trabk frto&il^^iiWblift 
duties^ jwhat. delightful r4i*ics,-i yBtt. 
h^^teng to ful^Uoi?«arlhf-.^ltete 
caar^^ ^chold a-,rnoth^ wiwnhas'A 
fafiFjff fgrofpcft of parentalrgmrifcalich^ 
h<M^^9«ljf: fjoxn tlje ^xtreme'idilii^Kfiefe 
of' li^r -f^Idr^n^ bist from- tbi^ bftbcft 
praifb wbfcjb all who- bye ; her -brfhwr . 
o^-thc fappflatl^e n&erit of bef<fkiafedrafll: 
CQijdud ? To quarrel vtjkb this^ani^if 
as ^,ipurc«7of our t5rf9fent bitttr afflto 
tipn^.flCMfft be- not' only extreme iftjuf* '. 
tic^ j^l^yourfelf, but iio^ lefs ingmd-f 
tud^^tPeQod^ IMiH^.^li^en ^n afiliSiiigius^ 
as jt^ .Jpjjttd Aud|j^jc^ferv^(i tft jwi* : 
' o\ : .(] has 
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h» gamttd the fif ft obje& of all oop 
^laycftd-t^RecoUed):, my dear Coroeliai 
aoipiUe^ afibdtiqoate, aogclk: >iiputtinent 
of yopir owut that you ouce ut^ed tp 
Hafriot» Yon told her» ^ I aq;! 
.iim it was with (inccrity 704 told her^ 
** ^at you would gladly renounce all 
c%fiQubf>t^f aad every wiA)t^of ieeing 
Seynour agaia m this world* if fqfn^. 
hM4 .^i>g^l would give you ^q afl^raucc 
ji>f p^etiog hkn in Heaveiu".. Wci 
have DOW this blelTed aflurao/ce^^our 
fpirits devoutly embrace it as heavenly 
confblation ; but, alas! our hearts have 
,ilill fo much of human weaknefs about 
them, that they ache with felfifli agony, 
even, while we are driving to contem* 
plate only the beatitude of the beloved 
friend we have loft.---Out upon the 
vanity of confolatory difcourfe, it is not 
worth a ru(h! I am a couiilknc crea** 

tu» 



tUre indefcH-to exKor^yw nbf%d*grie^e 
fa 4ftt«ifeljf,-''-whcn-tfty'^i^»^irt!L^fr 

andte^^s-gttlh^pMimjr paper. "Time 
<»6ly,JC0M0p€ratk^ wkh jRdigiorii eait 
do w^ efifential\g6<>8j uhatfr *"ldfs *fo^ 
grktPdud'^nd tH)eKped:ed;' *Wrrt!e^^6' 
i»e^-trty d*a^ friend, -I ehtreafr ytm^W 
lb(H>as^yo6faafe erfcn4he fligliteft'^iktt^i^^ 
cepiio»^*>f *heir icttioofr-cffeft ? and i><^** 
Vfevp met^lt^)^^ kkidift wiJfceSHtC^^ott* 
aiKJ>^l-Wtfb7pu,r - - ^ < : I :>>^^u 

.£ver^)(our af£s£tiooace ^ a.>.::o^ 



I 
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tETTER XXm. 
jFkom Cohnema. yo Lucy Audlst* 

YOU »c very gdod, my deareft 
LucjT) to (hew fuch kind atteti« 
tiofii to the pcior half diftfa£kd and hatf 
ilupified creature who his but too 
touch occaiion^ as Heaven knows, for 
all the khidnefs of her friends^ toraiie 
and awaken her to a juftcr fenfe of her 
duty ; but, frank and iincere foul as 
you are, how can you flatter me with 
fuch unmerited, and therefore fuch 
cruel praife !— O I thou dear and 
compaffionate confident of my mofl 
iecret thoughts and fufierings, if I had 
ti-uly fo much virtue as your partiality 
imagiiles, why does it not dosni^rt and 
I lupport 



fupport me now ? why do i feel as i^ 
this terrible ftroke of Pr07;d«;ncei had 
plunged are' in a ftate fitr worfe than 
annihilation, as if it had left m$ only 
i witherea and wafted fj^rit* -^hlcH 
feems to have no faculty but that o^ 
feeing and l^m^ntiBg its oWa urif^ty 
and unw^orthiads? You (alk to mi of 
tnatemaidfelight; bittt, alas I my goo4 
girl, what delight cao I take gs a: 
motiier, when, in looking oq my 
children; myt>wn mifirable fcnfations 
{vgffA to me that it wobld have been 
better, both for me and for them pers> 
haps,- if fttch- a wretch as I am had 
iiever been born— OGodi pardon me, I 
befeochthce, for thcfe unrighteous mur- 
murs ofawc»indiedhj3art,tfaat break from 
it perforce. Iconfefstibeir iniquity, I ab- 
hdr their ingratitude. I acknowledge, 
lam thankful for thy mercy, which, in 
P ? taking 
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j^sking fo fuddenly from the earth the 
t^earobjefl: of my haplcfs afFeftion, has 
called bhn into thy prefence^ where I 
alfQ^ if I caa but fuflaln this bitter 
trial as I am bound to do-»— O 1 gra- 
cipus God ! look with pity on my dif- 
trefs and my terror ; let not the fub- 
tie enemy of. fouls take fuch advan- 
tage of my. extreme weaknefe, as to 
darken and det^afc my fpirit wit/i fuch 
black and rebellious thoughts as may 
rencjer me blind to thy goodnefs^ an^^ 
unworthy of thy protection t 
^ • Qh^ Lucy ! I have been forced to 
lay down my pen, and .feek, what I 
thank Heaven I have liot fought in 
vain, fome immediate relief from the 
indulgence of tears, and continued fer- 
yenqy of prayer-^my bpfom is lighter 
than it was, and my fpirits are more 
cornpofed. I am glad I followed your 
5 advice 
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|dwice;(whicb,you gave,me,- kind as it 
V^as, with.relu^ance) in remaining 
here ; for I am fo deplorably weak in 
body, apd ilill more fo in mind, that 
I ftioiild have proved a fad burthen to 
ypp and the dear little feeling Frances, 
who, has (hewn for me a Iblicitude (o 
uncommon^ ..and fo peculiarly affed- 
wg^ ^ her tender age. Indeed I am 
harcll V fit to 'converfe with any humaa 
being except our incomparable And- 
ley, whoj.fincp.l wrote the firft part of 
this letter, has talked to me for a con- 
fideraUe time, and, with an art that 
beloi^gs to himfelfy has been induU 
gently trying to turn even my weak- 
nefles to my advantage. ** Pray con- 
fider, faid this invaluable friend, pray 
confider, my dear dejefted Cornelia, if 
yoju find it fo difficult to bear the fe- 
yerity of a wife and merciful God, 
•P 3 how 
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liow cduld yovL have fopported fuch 
agony of heart as ia your fituatiofli 
there was a great chanc^ of your hav-*' 
ihg infliftcd upon yoii by the com- 
riion barbarity of'iman? Suppofe oui? 
dear milguided Seymour, whom the in-* 
flulgehce of Heaven has taken to itfelf^ 
fujppofe he had purfued the ufual courfe 
of young m^n; fuppofe he had brought 
a miftrefs or a wife to this country^ 
and ui the cruel pride of morticed af* 
fe£iion had infulted you with an often- 
tation of felicity J fuch events are by 
lio rtiean^ rare in human life.' I have 
feen fome women fupport fuch a teft 
of their fortitude, but not under cir^ 
cumftances fo peculiarly painful. You 
flill imagine, my generous Cornelia, as 
you faid, 1 remember, on the day when 
I'imparted to you our moft afBi£tn)g 
lofs, that, if you could but reftore him 

to 



to life with ali the happy luftre of his 
enlightened mind, you would chear* 
fuUy fubmit to the anguifli of feemg 
him united to another. Ah ! my gea« 
tie friend, this idea is but the tran* 
(lent illufive heroifm of fudden and 
immoderate grief, which, like all the 
vehement paflions, gives a brief energy 
to our ientiments, that nature is un- 
able to fuftain. Truft roe, I know you 
better than you know yourfelf ; and I 
am convinced, by many remiarks which 
I have occaiionally made bii-ypur very* 
tender and acute feelings; that, ifthd 
fuppofed event had happbned^ yotf 
would have loft either yourlife or your 
fenfes ; and our beloved friend, inftead 
of being, as he now is, a triumphant 
angel in Heaveii, would have been tor- 
tured himfelf by thefe bafbabus efleftg 
of his precipitate and vlncji^ve love." 
P 4 '• O, 
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<^ O, my good A^idJiejf ! ^I replied, hy 
flic wuig toe haw weak Lam on every 
fide, you will lead 0^^9,1 hope, ^o the. 
Almighty Source pf all ilrength ;. you 
will^ teach me how t^ apq[uirc, w^^at 1 
grievoufly wanl;, a more cpr4jal ^t^e- 
dienc^, an<^ a. more, feryeut md faith-; 
f pi devotion fo God. . Hojy primin^l 
niuft I be. ijf I fail to acquire tl^i^, whea 
my beloved Seymour has fet m? fjuch a 
blefled exatnp|e of refigaation ! Bwt J. 
ftiall ^cqujre it by d^rpesv^ T|ie diyine 
fpirit yyhiph.bcpathps in^pyexylin?; oS 
the precioyp letter addrefl^d, to me by 
t;he dear expiring converl:, jqow begins 
to fboth and to re-aninjat? ^y h^rt, 
as I know that moft affc^ionate of hu« 
man beiugfir^tended if fliould do. Yoif 
faw, my di^ar ;Lucy, how dreadfully 
weak I was in receiving it ; how^i in*; 
flead of confolipg me^^ it conyqlfed my 

' whole 
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whpl^' fratne. But-this ilear, this inva- 
luable- letter ^begiits to operate as the 
^tieft balm • to* my wc^nded /fpintij^. 
iT^aid it conftantlyat ftated periods 
qf every day, ^ud then ,lay it on ihy 
lJeart> after the example of ppor Caro- 
liiie ; . this excellent creature h^^ havdly 
fqfFereii lefs than myfelf, dn the lofs 
of her generous pcote£l:or« though our 
feeliogs are fo different. She almoft 
tnade^roe fmilc juft now, by a little 
<:irccim(iance that marked her attach; 
mejit to him ; -aitcj to relieve you a lit- 
^^/ «iy d^ar friend, jfrom the mourn- 
fujlfglpom of what I;;. have writtdn, I 
m\«ft attempt to mlateJt to you. As 
I paffed the parlour door, where the 
^onfons happened to be with a friend 
who had called here to fee theni, I 
heard the voice of Caroline very loud, 
9n<| v^ith a tpne of indignation yety 

foreign 
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foreign to her nfttui^. I clearly dtf- 
tinguifhed the words-— *« No ! good aa 
Ihe is/I /hall hate her if (he ever loves 
another man as long as (he exi(|sr* 
As foon as I faw Caroline alone, I 
qtie(Honed her concerning the cxprct^ 
jfion which I had accidentally overheardi 
andy with her native fratiknefs, (he del-* 
ckred it related to me, and h«d been 
drawn! from her by a very fooliih and 
ill-timed jcft of their vifitor on the 
probable duration of-my grief. You 
will e^r>iy believe thit my heart was 
pleafed with her vindication of its 
truth; ' I can indeed fay, with the hor 
fieft Caroline, that I (hould hate my- 
feff Were it po(5ble for me to let Sey- 
rnour have any fucceflbr in my affec- 
ftion.— Nol my dear Lucy, on that 
point I know myfelf, and fear nofc 
The dear dying prophet himfelf has 

told 



tdid me, that I fliall coatintib tb 
love htm} and trevy movement of mjF 
heart aiid ibul imprefs tipoa me tlur 
cofivl(%loa that hi^ pn^hecy is crue^ 
I have only to implore the Great 
SeaYdieir of all hearts, to temper, and 
corral the affli^ion ^ncm arKuigfrom 
this kive i and fo to blend it with mj^ 
kyre ht my children, that theft Itrdent 
afl^^tions, no longbroppoflte^htit relt^ 
gioufly united, tn^y form all togetbef 
the ruling pafllofi of my life* 'This^ 
my d«ar frienid^ is my hope, tAyht^i 
lief, my prayer, c6i^eitiihg all flie f ui# 
ture days that Heaven may allot Co mt 
tipon earth. Your excellent brother 
comforts me ^by an' a^urawec that 
time will fo fer Vfeftofe my Shattered 
nerves, as to give me the power of 
being every thing that 1 wi(h to be to 
my deir boys% Ah! what feeling Ipl^ 

rits 
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rits they will hiave! I am both afliiS^d 
and delighted by thcr ffenfibilit^/wijth 
which my dear Williani continues; to 
fhew tis his rcmembi'aiKe of that . be- 
loved objeft whoaieven fporti ve lufancy 
cannot forget. God . bleis. the fwee^ 
innocent ! he has aiked me a thoufgnd 
diftrdfling qucftions; fince you Itj^t \xsi 
which I can neither bear to anfwer nor 
to forbid. I have referred the dear af- 
fedionate little enquirer to your bro- 
ther . Edmund, for whofe arrival we 
are all panting, whom I both long and 
dread to! fee. I muft have much con- 
verfation with him, though I feel i% 
will make me much worfe than I am 
at prefent, yet finally I hope better. 
Would to Heaven we could fee Qrd^, 
liana at the fame timje ! but this I muA 
not expcdt. Farewell, my dear friend. 
Did you think the weak creature you 

left, 
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left, cpold have written you fo long. a 
letter i But my ftrength has feemed to 
encreafe with the idea that you would 
eflimate my regard for you by my 
exertions to converfe with you in this 
bitter; feafon of my debility and diflrefs. 
Heaven blefs you and your dear little 
companion ! — Do not fail to pray for 
Your weak, dejedled, 

and affectionate 

Co&NELIA^ 



LETTER XXIV. 
From Lucy to Mr. Audley. 

AT length, my dear brother, the 
long and mournful expelled 
veffel, freighted with death and with 
afilidlion, is arrived. The dear remains 

of 



6f 6^f hapl^s cnchairtbg frietid are 
fafe on his native ihorc ; and our be-^ 
kved Bdmmid, who looks I thbk 
inore than half ddad hitnfelf, t1io«^h 
he affures me Ws hea^lth is toiich bd- 
fef than it was^ has defired nae to in- 
form you of his arrival. He is himfelf 
engaged in fettling the neceffary ar- 
rangements for thtf ftineral; and I muft 
tell you, that we are both as much 
piaaftd as We can be at fuch a time by 
the very flattering marks of attention, 
efteem, and refpeS, which Edmund 
Ijas found here, on his landing, from 
the relation of our loft friend. Every 
precaution has been taken to retider my 
brother s mournful office as little trou* 
bl^fbme as poffible. All thihgS have 
been kept In readinefs here, to conduA 
the fOneral proceflion from hence iu 
affy manner that Edmund may difeft; 

and 
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tod > the liberal heir of our dear Sey^ 
mour is waitiag at his feat to receive 
my brother, who had announced to 
him his intention of attending the re* 
tsainsof the deardeceaied to the vault 
of the £unil7 at Seymour Park. £d« 
round finds that, without driving inde* 
cently faft, he can reach the fpot in 
two days and a half, by eroding the 
country; and as he thinks a fcene' of 
this folemn natuipe may make a uieful 
imprefiion on a young mind, he has 
determined to take little Frances and 
me with him in <Mie bf the mournings* 
coaches. The fourth ieat in this car* 
riage is to be occupied \iy a peffoti 
whofe preience at this jundure a6» 
fiirds me more pleafune than I thought 
myielf capable of receiving. And noW, 
my dear Charles, cany^tdlwhoM 
I mean I No, I.think yOu^annot I 0«uh 

beloved 
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beloved. SeyjDoUr ieerhsiJto isfti;iui»: eiii|i 
iirhh soffit^ the Qpqhimtuig pbwer^^ 
furpnruig .aad jdeliglaUng t|io6^ jvdw 
love him byi.n^vv. iaftaacesof iteiujorir 
nefs aixd mjamficence. .This un^iEpe&eti 
aud welcome perfon is.th6 old aijkd^vene* 
fable. D^u vers, whaha^aheairtib^Qvei:* 
flowing with gwfandgratitudl6,that4» 
is to me at .this, f^ibii one^of lihe-ifiHiA 
interefting comp^ntona Ihti; I roesnid, 
polfibly have met wrth^ afpcsfli^Iy.w. 
the, oGc^fipn of hisjpinmg ^urpi^rty 
dpes fo. ipuph honour to the heart- ^f 
the dear frieud weiaoient. A& £oon.aA: 
oiv. beloved Seymour found there, wm 
a- probability of bis death, he wrote. Do 
his cQufiu, whom he has ever tr^iatdl * 
as a.frieud, and. who, as he. o'^^Uy 
wanted iiQ ijfigreafe of fortUM* is^i her*:, 
Ikve^^uperejky/f^jpry to gain it bjriiiQh^ 
aicis. , AfWIi^S aif«w.4)riyate jequdfta 

which 
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^kh our Seymour itnade to his name* 
fake in cafe of his early deaths wii$ 
the following, ** that whenever the old 
and infirm incumbent fhould drop, 
the living which belonged to the 
proprietor of Seymour Park fhould 
be given to Danvers*" It fb happened 
that this aged minifter died very 
lately at Bath, while the prefent Mr. 
Seymour was refiding there, who im» 
mediately wrote to Danvers, to ac* 
quaint him with his couiin's in-- 
tention in his favour. As Dan vers, 
though old, is full of aftivity and gra- 
titude, be went to return his per-* 
fonal' thanks for a letter which filled 
him both with joy and anxiety, as 
ir^nnentioned the illdeft of his dlftant' 
and confiderate patron. He was ac« 
tually converfing wifh Mr. Seymour 
in the moment when- that gcntlemau' 
• Vol: IV. Q^ received 



of -^(i^ <irfihi|, own tiuWreq ^i^mt^^e^r 
!^nj;moje;:ai\dio truth libdijevc hw..ftff i 

fipft ^i^t, Jjp ,iiHgbt;,wait.tQ,req2ivejth«I 
hp4y atPQ««r,f;fcor,t it to «Ue^.gi;^ye^||n4j 
preaph a fWQT^l , ff rnjp?! Pl^ rf bf> fiip'^ar ; 
fion. It feems the good old man has a 
Iktle tiiifture of profefiioftal vanity; 
and in this particular and now altno(l 
negleded office of a Divine he has 
long'tajcea a very pardonable pride j 
but he is this moment come in* not 
only to cut (hort the little iketch I was 
about to give you of his charafler, but 
to teU q|e I muft indat;tly prepare for 
our mournful proceilion.-^Ood blefq 

you 
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y^' 'iHVl I cm only fey to buf^dedr 
GbrtfMla'itnd Harriot, that I coriSdtV 
this fettie? ^t^dt^ti to-^iHitn as^cill a/ 
to-ybu* ■ I'fcntreat ybu all to Yif^^bft' 
tfikl' have laid every thkig' ktii d^ to ftm"- 
fof'm^^felf, Edmund,^ and Ftahbidi' 
CRffie hiore, God Mefs you all rTwlII^ 
cet'taihly'^ Write agdin 'ftbm SeyiSbaiJ'if' 
P^fk, "Bf -^tfhe aflfeding ceremony 1 ^ttt- 
to-'go tfircugh does not ov^Vwhdtrhf" 
ajEi&J Bf^ehd dl the poor faculties 'bf^ ^i 
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LETTER XVIL 
" From Lucy to Cornelia. 

OUR dlftreffing duties are done. 
The dear remains of that en- 
chanting friend, tvho ftill holds his em- 
pire over the afFeftions of us all, have 
been depofited, with the moft awefiil 
folemnity and univerfal forrow; by the 
fide of his departed parents. O 1 my 
very dear Cornelia, though once I con- 
fefs I vi^ifhed to have you with me, I am 
truly glad that we oppofed your ftrong 
defire to be prefent at a fcene which I 
am now convinced by my own expe- 
rience you would have been utterly un- 
able to fupport. I, you know, have ten 
times your prefent bodily ftrength; and 

my 



CORNELIA 6 E p t K IP* zzgi 

ray feelings for the dear deceafed are 
certainly not fo exquifitely painful as 
yours ; yet, I prbteft to you, the fad- 
nefs of the fpc<Slacle was too much for 
me, and it was with theutmoft diffi- 
culty that 1 continued during the 
whole ceremony in the church. All the 
numerous dependents and rural neigh* 
hours of our univerfally idolized Sey- 
mo,ur were affemblcd ; the face of 
genuine forrow was fo multiplied, that 
:wherever I turned my eyes fomfe 
:vifage ftruck me which refle<9«d back 
upon me with . new force the power* 
;ful anguifti of my own heart.— There 
were many infirm perfons in the con- 
gregation, who owed their fubfiftence 
to the bounty of the dead. NeVer fure- 
ly was any man fo young diftingdifli- 
ed by charity fo extenfive and. con- 
rfiderate. The good Danyjers did noble 
.... Q 3 juftice 



jbiftWe'ttiWa nrtbes, *and v^ifhdut^va** 

^pvtichev bas iii-trttth* the'irarfe taki*t 

'& 'Wbicb, a$ I col'd my 'ferotti^reharfe$ 

'iii v&y l^ft fetter, he'has teng ihdolgcd 

a very mnoteth pricfe. la our jbtn^n^ 

hiidier; h6fpeiit*m6re than halfofeaeii 

fiight that wepaflcd o» the 'i^oad^Jii 

c6mp6fiBg afeeratidte and ^dthtlteiW^*^ 

ills ocGafional fermon ; and I (^eB^tjfk^ 

inf dear 'Cortieiia; if yoffr-^feArdkmte 

Maffillon him&lf e*«fr ita^de^an: awdtefite 

Weep naore by a funeral di&^buffe :^ 

' mofi< affuredly he never dd|venAi'on6 

that tamd more Immediatasly'^feottt' the 

hejJrK Thisexcdlfent^dld rff^%^5 iw^ 

dfeed' fo' ih0P€wigh!y afft&fted^^l^i^feli^ 

th'^^ii kfVhls jfeefingfe-'becatoel^ ftte»g 

ior'hig 'jiHivers, aod^UhlS ^€t^ iUtMih- 

ffeiVc-^Mhct^afod not' a IjtH^^tW^pa- 

i^hetifebfTeftrofhifeklttrnj^^ lie 

^ ^' '^' drew 



irmM^idB the ^id,<iif liis c^ffcq^ffQ, 
irtrliilA' alt Were weej^ipi^ or fobbiqg 
•aroyndl- him, ^h^ ;Paught thb iHfeCtiQii 

fiil-^he paii^ed-^Hc, wept-H4^e at- 

tcnipf^cd.tp prfaceodj-rh^ utterancjg wa 

ippfejci^^T^-he^a(u;?e3figaHn aud gave 

^cnt, Jtc^5^,Ws tearsfrr-he tried aga'ui ^Jto 

rCouf |ji?idp-^fce co^It^ not^articulate more 

lh^,jha]f a fentjcnqc—I^e hid his face 

.i^but after the paufe pf a few minutes 

.Ijp Rlpjje4i: W* book ,mth an atir :0f reli- 

. ,f r nfll^ .pote iirojfdfs jfroqfi 0y; ftulteripg 

.^f ypfceil— rrTh^ vir^iie^ of th,e dpd are 
J yfj^^mgttiOTe fprciljly rn'your l}eai;ts ; 

,.,f,.|elt^jppfi-cm you to rem^rpribtet 

^f.^lthai^ t^6 moft g;rateful, hpnpiir ^whith 

^.f. a|rf of U3 call pay tIo;the fpirit of a good 

^' tj^n m^de]^tffc&. \s t6 ioiitat^^ tp ;?he 

// :a Q 4 'utmoft 
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* utmoft of our abU^ity his benevolence 

* andgoodnefs. May the .gracious God^ 
^ who has called our departed example 

* to his heavenly reward, give us grace 

* and power to perfift in that purer 
^ and more perfeft tribute to his me- 

* mory ; fo that all of us who are now 

* mourning for our generous friend 

* and benefador, by being fond and 

* faithful copies of his Chriftian merit 

* upon earth* may finally be his affoci-i 
< ates in the beatitude which this me- 
^ rit has fecured to him in Heaven I* 

So ended our venerable preacher, 
whofe white locks and affeding fim-^ 
plicity endeared him to all his audi-^ 
ence. Preffed as I am for time (for 
the pod is on the point of departure), 
I could not help fending my dearpor-t 
nelia the clofe of a difcourfe, to which 
I know her pure and full heart will fo 
4 devoutly 
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dcvoudy add an Atttefi. As there is ^ 
chance that you may tee us in a few 
hauw aftw the arrival of this letter, I 
tviH only add, that from the amiable 
new mafter of this noble mahfion wc 
have received every fbothing civility. 
He is, you know, a widower ; and his. 
only daughter is about the age of 
Frances, a circumftance that has proved 
of great ufe to me in managing our 
4Jear little feeling child. Edmund has 
ftill fome bufinefs to adjuft with our 
obliging hoft ; but he tells me it will 
all be finiflied early to-morrow. Wc 
are equally impatient to fly asYaft as 
poffible to the dear mourners at Audley 
Grove, and indulge with them at lei- 
fure in all the quiet luxury of grief.—- 
Accept our united love to all ; and be- 
lieve me ever 

Your affcdlionate Lucy^ 



j^4 tB^ uisfbkV ^f 



-;!-.-r,.- 



.,,. , ^4^v(rtifiment hjhe Editor, 

*^* It may be proper to iniorm the 
reailfcr in this pl^ce, thfat the iTaljfe- 
quent letters were written at>ove fif^ 
teeii years after tHe preceding ; It is 
not fiowever neceffiry to <fetalii him 
ty a telation of any events ^X^nich feap^ 
pened in that interval, as tfie impor- 
tant ones are mentioned in the two 
letters wfiich immediately follow, • 
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IPitoTri ' Mrs* MoR ETON to Cornelia, 

|y|jr MAE MADAM, 

1^ th^ name of Mor^eton i$ a jftrjirtger 
3 to, you, whiqh I am vaui enpugh,** 
th^ftJtit is nol:, may I ftill fiafCcr ^yfflf 
- ,i\ ^ that 



that you have '3'*' pdrfeG: and ffiendly 
rcmcrribrafnce 6f a ^crfbu Whom you 
encc erffed " th« pretty madcap of Jrc- 
kndr" — Mercy on us I what long yeari 
have rolled away, and what cruel events 
hare happened^ fince yotj beftowed th^t 
flatferin^g afFcftionate appeilatron on tht 
pert ancf ffippant Louifa at Audley 
Grove!" Alas^dear Audley Grove! Ah 1 
my dear Madanx, wh*at a lofs have tv^ 
there r-r»how bitter is it to me rn my re* 
turn ro England, after paffing twelve ter- 
Kible atid try mg years in the Eaft, to mifi 
refetions fb dear, tjle mofli benevolent and 
moft engaging friends of myyduth ! I 
had the coufoiation* of hearing from, my 
toother, that my beloved aunt Harriot 
dTed^ (^according to a wifh that we^ have 
b6tfc=heiir*hef expref^) very fdon gf- 
fefiief incomparable hulBand,^ and tftat 
'' tee confignetf to you^ my dear Mbdiitj, 

{the 



Z^6 THE HISTORY OF 

(Ae long and juftly valued friend of 
her bofom !) the care of her dear lit- 
tle Lucy, that fweet child, who ufed 
to divert us fo much by the petty ca- 
prices of infantine fenfibility. How I 
long to fee what a lovely girl ihe is be- 
come under a guardian, or rather a fe- 
cond mother, fo tender and accom- 
pliihed ! But is (he at prefent under 
your roof? and may I have the happi- 
riefs of finding you both together if I 
can contrive to reach Sedley Hall? I 
am now, they tell me, not above forty 
miles from you, at the feat of Colonel 
Moreton's father. We have been only 
five days on fhore : After paying our 
4uty to the aged parents of my huf- 
tand, he has kindly promlfed that we 
fiiall proceed to vifit my poor infirm 
mother in Ireland. We are to make 
Loudon in our way ; and it will add not 

a little 



CORNELIA SEDLEY. 2^f 

a little to my delight if you will allow 
me admiflion at Sedley Hall, at the 
end of our firft day's journey from 
hence. — I long to prefent to you my 
noble Colonel and two playful little 
Eaftern monkies that make a part ot 
our train. I muft certainly blufli as 
much as a fallow Afiatic (kin will allow 
me to blufti, in prefenting to you my 
fecoixd hulband, if you ever read, as 
doubtlefs you have, the panegyric that 
I fent to Audley Groye on my firft. — 
Poor Major 'Mafley was in truth a 
glorious character ; and I was prepar- 
ing to return, as you probably heard, 
to lament him in Europe, when my 
generous Colonel, who thought It 
wrong that fuch a little (hatter-brained 
woman (hould wander fo far to find 
comforters, took on . himfelf the kind 
oifice of foothing my forrow^j and 

tempted 



tciAipi^ nm to reKiiqmfh ixiy Jmttie- 
(Hatte ^aflfege to Bnglaiid, for 'v^faich J 
ll^kftuaily engagi^^!.— Now, 'my fagc 
Gdi^nelia, yx>u muft not fhibk the 
i^offe of your hiO^ madcap for 'this 
fpieedy iteration of quptiah, to uffe 
a faucy phrafe pf my fovouritb Coh-' 
greve; for, to tell you a truth, df 
which you fe?ious ladies in the cool 
falubrioua climate of England toay niot' 
h^ 'pe^rfeftly aw^jre, a poor Eui'opeahi 
fen>&:lev who is got into the burhl% 
buftle of theEaft, has no time to indulge" 
befelf in the flow decencies of fen timent* 
Shemuft fcramble as well asflie c^n \ti 
a foerjfe where intereft rages through all 
T^nks like an epidemical dife^^e, and 
whefre Death is fo rapid in his vlfit& that ' 
his ufual harbii>ger Grief ha^ hardly att^ 
opportunity of appearing in his {iHt&J 
Yoiii fe^afterall my troubles aird adveh-* 

tureSft 



9pijf ^tick.W, whic^^y9u will n/ol5f%^, 

9feit,;for pw^.t^aj]i> 1 e.v?r pofl^g^, 
l^ri(|-fuus o(^, Itidifi; h^^^e burnt i( all 

^9^J^». V'aM' ?n^; caRe^^g, Lowifasn^a*- 
nt^rghofed into a fallow, be^vy,j;an4< 
Wa4dijpa gofljfif "1 complexion, iomq^, 
y^jb^t.lJ^? ^ withered leaf, whcre.gregn, 
^^^^ jellovf are cojiteadipg for prei^efx^. 

q(|j:^jin. little hit aii4 grotefque Cfci- 

nf jfei ;VH?P^1> M^*? ^'f^^ *<* divert . tbft/ 
q^d^fi^ at Audley gtov:e.-^I can i^pv?, 

tli4^/^?j?S to igugh at eyerj boi^^ ftlfe,; 

v-w3J? not 
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not rparing even our beloved and admi^ 
rable Cornelia* You knovir^ my dear 
Madam, that I always piqued myfelf 
on not having a fpark of envy in my 
compofition ; and I am now going to 
prove to you my perfeft exemption from 
that bafe foible, which the men very 
impudently and iniquitoufly prefumc 
to be moft prevalent in our fex. It is 
furely proved that I have it not, when, 
after telling you how fadly I am altered 
myfelf, I exprefs the fincereft pleafure* 
in the very different reprefentation that 
I have received of you. — I have juft 
been told by fome vifitors here, who* 
have the honour of your acquaintance,- 
that your health is perfectly recovered 
from thofe fevere {hocks which it fuf- 
tained from the moft cruel afBiftions 
at an early period of life ; that you are 
handfomer than ever ; and, to ufe the^ 

words 
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words of a gentleman who fpoke of 
you with a fpirit for which I was - al* 
moft ready to embrace him, that you 
enjoy a tranquil happinefs and dignity 
of chara6:er very rarely attained by 
mortals of either fex. Your fweel 
boys, they fay, are grown two moft 
promifing and delightful young m en. — 
Beliei^e nje, my heart exults to find that 
Providence has rewarded you for all you 
endured from your tender attachment to 
that dear, fafcinating, and cruelly loft 
friend of ours, whofe name I will not 
allow myfclf to write, as I could not 
write it without a tear, and I wi(h to 
fajute you in this epiftle as chearfully 
as I cap.. — ^The account I hear of you 
has indeed made nie happy, but at the 
fame time it has made mealmoft wild 
to^ hear and fee more. Pray take 
compaffion on my affeftionate impa* 
•' Vol, TV. R tience ; 
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tieace; and as we muft not move froo^ 
hence uader three weeks at leafl, 
have the goodneis to write me a letter 
of comfortable length. I have a mil-i* 
lion of queftions to alk^ yet will not al« 
low myfelf at preient to aik ope : re- 
member, however, I befcech you, 
that while I was in India all the inteU 
ligencel gainedof my European friends 
was mifeiably imperfe A*>^inany, many 
letters were loft that I wrote, and that; 
I fhouldhave received* I have ibme 
reafon to believe that no letter of mine 
ever reached- your hand, though I 
really wrote to you at three differenl: 
times, and once fent you a little Orlen*" 
tal prefent, but of nogreat value, which 
went, alas ! with an unfortunate friend, 
who promifed me to deliver it into your 
own band, to the bottom of the fea* 
3»t of all thefe ioiatters when " we 

meet« 
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meet. At prefent, I will only add, 
that my dear Colonel is almoft as ea- 
ger to be prefented to you as 1 apa to 
fly into the arms of my incomparable 
friend, who is ftill, I find, the admi- 
ration of all her acquaintance, and who 
formerly ufed to look with endearing 
indulgence on all the idfe flippancy of 
Her aj9e&ionat6 

I^UISA 
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J?ROM Cornelia to Mrs. Moreton. 

WEhCOUE, tnc^ cordially: 
let me agiain fay, welcome, 
iny dear LoQifa, to that country from 
which you have ^een abfent fo longf 
and wliQre feme of thofe friends aire 
R z ftill 
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{kill remaining whom you ufed to en- 
chant with the fweet pleafantry of your 
iportive youth. I have often grieved 
at not hearing from you, for all your 
three pacquets to me were lofl ; and I 
have hardly felt a fenfation fo joyous, 
during the long interval fince we part- 
ed/as I felt on the agreeable furprife of 
this charming letter which has told 
me you are returned. Yet my prefent 
joy is very fingularly mingled (as all 
my joys have been) with regret. In 
rejoicing moft heartily on your happy 
return, I cannot help lamenting that 
our degr Harriot has not lived to fee a 
day which was fo frequently theobjeiSJ: 
of our hopes and our prayers. With 
the fond inconfiftency of affedlion, I 
haye almoft wiflhed to call her back 
from Heaven, th^t flie might (hare 
with me in the delight of receivixirg our 

long. 
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long-loft Louifa, whom her warm 
heart never ceafed to love as a child 
of her own. Ah, Louifa, I have in- 
deed been Angularly familiar with af- 
flidion fince we bade each other fare- 
well at our beloved Audley- Grove. 
Never did any mortal lofe two more 
valuable friends than I loft in the late 
dear poffeflbrs of that lovely fpot. But 
I have learnt to be very grateful to 
Heaven, for having lent them to me fb 
long, and at a feafon when I had fuch 
bitter occafion for all the balm of their 
friendftiip, inftead of murmuring at the 
heavy lofs I have fuftained in their de- 
ceafe. I had the melancholy fatisfac- 
tion of attending them both in their 
laft hours; and nauft tell you, that they 
both died, as they had lived, models 
of tendernefs and fortitude. I ought 
certainly to grieve the lefs, from our dear 
R J Har- 
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Harriotts haviag lefc me (to ufe hei 
own lively exprefSqn) her correde4 
znd embeUifhed feif in her daughter, 
\vhO| as th^ dear i^gtouous pareqt truly; 
faid, h^ a|l her good qualities^ wkh-r 
out her particular foible^ if that ind004 
ought to be reckoned a foible wl^i^ 
rendered heir fo very dear to us all ; J 
mean, a little ekcefs 6f fpirit, and eager** 
nefs in proje<3:s that (he loved to form 
for the advatitagb of her friends. Her 
milder and blooming Lucy is now, I 
think-^ — --but pofitively I wilt oot uU 
you; as I u^as going to do, what ike i$$ 
you fliall fee^ and judge for yourfelf* 
i will only fay, (he is as impatient to 
embrace you as I am; and, in truths* 
my dear Louifa^ except my two boys^ 
or rather young meUj as I beijevp 15 
is high time for us to call them, there 
is no traveller in th? world whofe ar- 
I rival 
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tivai under my roof can delight me io 
tnuch as yours. 1 muft^ howeve^ 
i^ y^r indu^ence in one pointy and 
d^firc y^tt tp let me receive you, with 
jrout: iK)b|e and hap|)y Colonel^ the dear 
Er^rn little creaxures, and all youf 
train^ not at Sedley^hall, but in Su 
jaqM§*s-Square* The truth is, I have 
^ofnifed my iaasj who ane now re^ 
^l^ffnipg from Italy, to be waiting for 
l^h^ i^^ Londoa the week after this^ 
You, I,am£ice, wUl readily pardon a 
Axy^her for not breaking fuch an ap* 
poii|tf)t>ipiit» As my fons are fo un&(h^ 
ionabjlt as to iay they let a high valu^ 
on their mother's fociety, and as thei* 
are certaii)ly to me the mod intereftin|; 
compjSknion^in the world; I h^vc lately 
jtakfii> iHtftiQ^y own har^ds again oup 
jgriat l^oifdpa houie^ and hope to play 
tbe aheAfifja) hp^fe-keeper tathem hotlji 
R 4 tin 
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till one of them fhall defert me for a 
wife ; a' kifid of defertion that I (hall 
be more folicitous to encourage than 
prevent. Come then, my dear Louifa, 
to a houfe where you know there is 
plenty of room for us all, and whcrc^ 
believe" me, your prefence will add not 
a little to the gaiety and happinefs of 
the donieftic circle. To (hew you how 
very free I intend to. be with you, arid 
that I doTiot (land in iaiwe even of your 
military lord, 1 (hall begin to fcold 
you oh pap^r for your abominable flat- 
tery. ' Surely, my dear, you muft have 
^Tbrought home with you ill the Eaftcrn 
arts^of adulation, finceyou can addrefs 
fuch fine flourifhing perfooal compli- 
ments to a fimprle, quiet, motherly wo- 
man, not far from forty, who has been 
for fome jrears fo perfe^ftly emanci* 
^atcd frorh^all the perfonal vanities of 
'- her 



her fex, that (lie lives only in her chil- 
dren. Ah, Loqifa, my former and 
more felfifli life was a fad troubled 
fcene, as you know but too well. Hea- 
ven grant that my new life (in which 
felf has truly as little to do as poffible) 
may be more tranquil and more for- 
tunate ! It will he hard upon me in- 
deed if, after being almoft a martyr 
myfelf to a calamitous paffion, I am 
dcftined to fee my children fufFer from 
any haplefs afFedion. I have endea- 
voured to guard againft this evil by 
every precaution in my power. I have 
done every thing that I could do to 
render myfelf a pleafing companion and 
a bofom friend to my fons. Alas ! 
how weak and fruitlefs are fuch expe- 
dients againft all the perils of paffion ! 
Ah, my friend, the dear youth<i are 
juft arrived at that ftormy feafon. Can 

I think 
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t think pf firenes %k^t ymt ««d I (q well 
iremember, ai>d not tmnble f^r tbam^ji 
OLouiifi^ I iiave an ^dfiitional circwn^ 
{l^nqc to qukkea my ati:^iety> } did 
nqt tB£a» to cpmmiin^^ Co y<Hi im 
this iif^tter w|)^t I &pf^ ^^ei an ifcafiAi^* 
We irapulfetp impart tc* you* You 
know what an eager tenev^lept pro* 
je£tqr our dear Harfiot wasj Oft tl« 
wide ^nd dangerous fea of -afi^ifSioQi 
Jtt b^queathii^g to aie rfie care of her 
fweet Lucy ; it \ya8 the fond ho^e of 
her ^iendiy aiid maternal hedrt^ that 
the df ai\girrs refiding with me might 
ykimately make her the wife of my 
eldeft iouk Tlie connexion would de«^ 
light me as much 99 it could have d^ 
light€4 my de^r def^arted friend l but^ 
Bias! ho^ ehicaerieal and how peril-r 
Dus iu general are fuch di£bnt patental 
projetSts I I faid all that difcr^tion 

fcould 



CQiikl urg^ againft hier idea ; but you 
know the affe^kioDate vehenMsoce of 
our 4car H^rjirat { mdyout quick fpir 
rk will fepDceWp ia a xnpr^ead: ho^ 
full of hopes afid feat^, of a tl|ouf4B4 
delicstte aod diftrefling perplexities, my 
prefent fituation muft be« Your cbeart 
fu) 3(04 beneyal^t fpirit leems reilore4 
tq )&e by Heaven i to give tne Be\ir 
^nimatiofi at tl^i^ critical p^riad^ My 
foi)9 have beeii .^bfeht from me altnpi^ 
two years } but I have great reafoq t<t 
be plea^d with their condud and their 
inoprovcrneiits in that time. They ara 
returning to make their iirft appear* 
anc9 in the world. Williana wiU be 
of age }n lefs than two moothsi and a 
f^at is prepared foi? him in pariiafnei2t^ 
wher« I have fet nay heart on hie prpv* 
ing what his independent father^ and 
A certain |>eribn who loved km ^Ifo 

with 
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with paternal aflcdion, often prophc- 
fied that he would prove; I mean, a 
ipanly and ingenuous chara^lerj equal- 
ly diffinguiflied by talents and integ- 
rity. I think you will fmile, my dear 
jand ftill fportive Louifa, when you 
fee how far maternal love has made a 
politician and a patriot of me, in tho 
fimple and good fenfe of thofe hack- 
nied words. But of this iand a million 
of other matters when we meet. Come, 
and call me old Polonius ill petticoats 
if you pleafe, provided you will but 
iffift me in promoting the happinefs 
of the dear young Ophelia. Deuee 
take this ill-omened allu(ion, which 
has in it an air of propriety in one 
ienfe that wounds me ; for, between 
orurfelvcs, I am already convinced that 
the dear girl loves the young prince 
more than the young priace appears 

to 
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to love her. God forbid he ihould 
ever drive her to diftraftion ! If he 
does, he deftroys us both. O Louifa, 
a charge fo delicate prefles upon my 
mind and heart with a formidable 
weight. Haften, therefore, I conjure 
you, and give, with your benevolent 
vivacity, new energy to the fpirits 

of 

Your faithful and affedionate 

Cornelia. 

P. S. Your coufin Lucy joins me 
in a very earneft requeft, that you w^ill 
delay your expedition to Ireland, and 
return with us from London, to cele- 
brate my fon Williaih's birth- day at 
Sedley-Hall. We are fur e your good 
mother, however impatient to fee you, 
will indulge us^ with the privilege of 
detaining you on this occafion, as it 
wll gfve you an opportunity, which 

you 
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you may not otherwile find, of meet- 
ing fome friends who love you very 
much, particularly your old fwain Ed-- 
ttund and Lucy the elder. They are 
both ftill fingle, and as amiable as ever| 
though poor Edmund has been lately 
teized with frequent fits of the gout* 
Pray remember, if you do nolj; write 
by the firft poft, to direfl: to St, James*§ 
Square; and pray alfo remember that 
you are to proceed immediately to that 
quarter whenever yoji arrive in towq* 
The firft thing that } fhall do there 
will be to order the beft apartinents in 
. |he houfe to be inftantly prepared for 
pur dear Eaftern magnificent and yet 
laughtcr-lpving Princefs Louifa* 

Adieii* 



LET- 
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F»OM IVlRS.Mo&ETOlff TO CoBKELIA^ 

<^ ILL meet thee at Philippe 

Aye, and I will put to flight diis 
ugly pbaotom that haunta the imagiT 
nation of my dear Corilejta, famous as 
(be is (like Brutus bimfelf) both for 
gentlenefs and fortitude^ But, in 
j>laiQ Engliihy mv very dear friend, let 
me return you a tboufaud thanks fbf 
your xxioft affediooate letter; and, 
above allp for the dear communica* 
tion of a^cret fo precious ; it delights, 
it enchants m«» Blefs the metpory of 
i»y qharming aunt Harriot ! She was 
indead an affeftionate projector. But 
though (he failed in one of her dar* 
Jang fchemes^ her prcgcft? were gene* 

rally 
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rally fuccefsfuL This her pofthu- 
mous project, as I may call it, has 
quite fet me on fire with zeal to affift 
in its completion. Courage, my ex- 
cellent friend, thou mofl: delightful of 
guardians and mothers. What (hould 
we fear ? Cannot you and I (adroit 
and experienced as we are in affairs of 
Love) cannot we eafily manage the 
pliant hearts of an ingenuous youth of 
twenty-one -dnd a fweet fimple bloom- 
ing girl of eighteen. I warrant you : 
truft mc, my dear, they fliall be a 
pair of amorous obedient puppets in 
our hands. We will fo pull and direft 
the wire of their du(3:ile paffions, that 
they fliall reprefent for our pleafure 
the moft interefting drama in the 
world. We know indeed that, in the 
common puppet-fhews of Love ami 
Matrimony, the Devil plays a verj^ h^fy 
6 and 



j9«drt)vatlnij:«l:;pdftt but dn oiirs he 
iball not exhibit even a naiPs breadth 
of his cloven ^at» I^o, thyiidx^ it 
fli^U be all virtue^ hariiKin;^^ and^de* 
light. Wellj I acq returned ^t afaap- 
pj juncture indeed^ to a^0; iti piceparr 
ing the n^achioiery for foch an enter- 
tainment. JBut) my good Cornelia^ 
wbeo we have taught this lovely young; 
jpouple to be^e^ply and fucioMfly ena* 
pj^ured <>f,e^b <fl;hef^ yo» muft not 
jDome forth with a «:amiuon matronly 
^naxim^ Vf that early wedlc^sk is tmprur 
jdent, that mifTe's ihould wait till they 
are tweiity-^fivte,- * Sjfc. &c* Pofitively I 
will bav* iiQthitig to do with any 
fchenje of keeping two lovers in a 
flaming purgatory for I know not how 
many years. For my part, I think of 
pxiitiige zs Mapbeth talks of mur- 
/der : 

Vol.17. S ^*If 
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^^ If it were well when It ii done, 'tWtte 

; It w^re ^pne.quiclfjy ^.** . i; 

A good, nnatch, in^my noi hunihle 
opinion^^can hardly be celebrated too 
foon. The objeftion iiaoft univerfally 
urged againft early marriage deferves, I 
think, no confideration at all. Thb 
people who fear that their childrefi 
may tread too clofely on their heels d6 
not deferve thebleffing of a child ; afid 
had better- not marry till they can el^ 
cape all probability of fuch aii incuni^ 
trance. You fee, my dear friend, t 
have brought home again my old ro^ 
inantic fpirit. All the heats of Indid 
couH not draw it out of me. But 

* Note by the Editor. 
• Louifa has. here quoted Shakfpeare very iil- 
accuratcly ; but her inaccuracy gives at Icaft a 
clear meaning to a pallage quaint and ob- 
fcurc. 

you 
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you and I Jbajl hardly differ on this 
article ; and,; if we do, we (hall have 
time eftough to •, adjuft qur reipedive 
opinions in amicable debate. At pre- 
ffint I fcribble in extreme hafte, to fa- 
lute you with my thanks and ardent 
good wiflies before you fet /orth for 
the great city. A good journey to you* 
aud. a moft happy meeting with the 
dear travellers, whom you muft 
cxpeiA with the moft affedionate ini- 
patience. Poor Ireland muft forgive 
me if I am more flow than I ought 
to be in paying my filial duty there. 
My fin (hall be thrown on your (boul- 
ders; [and Heaven knows you have 
merit enough to counterbalance the 
(ins of -half your acquaintance ; yet to 
me you are a wicked tempter, audi 
confefs myfelf unable to refift the lure 
that you have thrown out to detain 
ipe in i£ngland. 

S 2 My 
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- My Coloiifel dcfires mc to fay a gtezt 
many fine things fot him j but I an- 
fwer, ^* Not one ;^ for he will not flee{> 
tinder your London roof; though he 
fays he will pay his perf^ttal devoirs 
to you very foon, and very affiduoufly. 
Thefe men are proud creatures, my 
dear, and they muft have their way. 
My comnaander, «*take him for aJl 
in all/* is one oif the beft, I bclievt,of 
thefe iordly beings. I will venture to 
i^y you will not diflike him ; and bCs 

- aiTured you will fee enough of 

^Your very grateful 

and affeftionate 

Louisa » 
Tell the dear Lucy 1 am fo eager tp 
. fee her^ that I dream of nothing elfe,, 



LET. 
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t3t)RNELlA *0 EDMWIjb AUDLEY*' 

r'^''i. . ; ' . ' .. . . ■» 

DISTANT as I am from you,^ I 
can tjjm to you only for coun- 
l|l iq a mo^.cruel furpri;Be and cpn^. 
iRernatiop thsit almoft robs me of my 
ffinfes. On my arrival here^ J find an 
aqoi^mous letter left for me at this 
Jjoufe ; of \ylwqh I inplofe you a copy^ 
Far, Heaven's fake, tell me what I ought 
t|i,|hink of In I am diftrafked with 
^t^umfand contradidory ideas« Is i^ 
o^ly a barbarous trick to torment me \ 
Y?t whpm canri have provoke^ to fuch 
inhumanity of malice? Is it an arti- 
ftcje to gain mope^ ? Alas ! I am ready 
■enough to rdicveihe indigent without 
S 3 forcing 
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forcing them into fraud. Is it, finally, 
a calamFtous -truth, that jnufl:' render 
my latter days more wretched than 
my early life ? Gob in his^ifiercy fbr- 
bid ! Surely, if fuch.perU exifted^ the 
fgnfible, houeft, and vigilant Mpnfon 
mull haye perceived 1t;^ and would 
Have given lome noiice of it beftjre' 
this time either to me or* to you. I 
am .quite bewildered In the maze of 
my own thorny cpnjedures. Pray* 
give me "your inftant advice/ Yet, 
before I can receive ft, 1 fliall prohatily 
venture ph a fiep for which 1 (hoiird 
have been glad of ypiir fan6ti6n. Iffed 
fufpence fo torturing in a point where 
the . iaftiiig happineft^ 6f my child is; 
deeply concerned, that I would rither 
face the moft formidable creature eX- 
illing than not try to put ian end to 
ftiph fufpence, I muft^fee and conV 

verfe 
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verfe with this terrible Unknown. The 
moment I g^n apy^fartberji^ht, you 
ihall hear again from 

but ever afFcdionate, 

Cornelia, 

, R S,. Lpye to Lucy and Frauces. I 
fhould /have- had. infinite delight m 
telling you an4 them ^tbat Xf)uira is 
returnee} from India, apd ; will meet 
you all on William's bicth-day, had. 
iiQt this crijiel^ blow rendjered me at' 
p^rpfeht^ipfen^l^le t^^ 
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TH O U G H I niuft confefs tjiat 
' •felf-iiitei'eii-, " ol °^atK'(^r' .:^aflion: 
is the prlftle thodl^e t'd ihi^'tkteCiff' 



which > rtuft' fai-iinzd k'hc^ gWff y<)\i ' 
pain; ye) bd^ dfluired jt mean wcir'fo' 
you, ana wie thiay pirove ve^y.tife 
frieclds B feaich dthef ;*"thbugH,. 
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various rcafons; foxx ftiiift' excufe niy^ 
adding a name to this Une£pe£t:ed 
epiftle. 

Let me aflure you^ howeveri that t 
am a gentleman, and fubjeft, 1 owni 
to many of the diftrefling follies too 
often found ih that character. My 
f tgf^fit diftrefs is of fiicka kind, as you^ 

1 am 



i-vai &Lr^^J4 pm afethfiiamiable^ m-* 
4ii%totr arid ^^jsnecAtts. pac^nt. tthat i 

nofib rea^jr (tq tjfiAp : tt.ik diftrds of 
hpAiti. r^t'Ati^ ihQm:a i)afGoni oerhaixljr 
noli wiferiaitA e^ia, aiid»::iixntft own^. 
not the iBOJ^ fa|Qttoiutalblr; ik its pnr^ 
pG^r ^et, .ttoilfir a p^on liodf cumA 
iUnced^ I asti boldesough toliDpe aQd: 
toii^Hcit yk)iir affiAa0ce»!irrcn whiid^ 
tiKgaii} y6|U(i^5 iBi.paragoa of virtue^, 
bnztuiev maflifliiiig me/ yow may prai^ 
iii;d>l7'prer6evevybuf ddefltii^n^ who is 
i^cftre all piraife 9^ mine^ from tfat im-*. 
minent. hizard r.t)£ wrttehedmfs^ ancL 

'iBe.aot biftbimtioh alarihad/tDy goodl 
iad^; .and lefc otie conpioe yni^ hy aU 
tinti is desan itoiua both, to treafure up 
iiiiyouE oidn J broafc t^«i ^ery ixnpor* 
tttt) feoraturhkh 1 amj goiitg; tnt con^.. 

:-;r w fid* 



tha.'lf fo&i iMke :ai^ ^4t&pitid(gi»/^ 

jt^j we : am botH rmik^ p for, uncdaMV 
neiSted and different beihg^ 'as WQ^am,' 
t;|ii9. mamedtdtisf^r^f^ my'dear.MsHr 
daimi iiivolves.the bappindfex^r mffeigr' 
Iftidv' o^'your life ^nd mine. ^ • F|erh^; 
iByon^will iJoiidefcendi^ del the wti^i 
tei:: of an anoay mouft letter' Ua\^e: al priw; 
%ate ^conference with you^^- ^lid ^l- 
give him' yoiir, word'ofihoobyr, noti 
to bdtszy ybttt -knowi«dgc^ eitheT-bfi 
hiixii or hiS'de^ghs ; perhaps iln >thi&: 
dafe. Lmay icottverfe with syou:: oiiiiax 
topic fo painfully interefting t0wstoch,'> 
fcc:I:haiHe/a thoufandnhings &)^&y 
that Icaxmotxidwd into a letter. iBjatt 
let. this be a&jtve may frnd-; expedient i 
hereafter; -My prefent J bufinefs '. mufti 
be. to giveybif^ascldaran idea a&Icmo.' 

upon 
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ilj^n? piper' o£ -certairi cll-ctemftdnccs, 
x^uAi dfftsiten ibuch angiififll to jrour' 
itsSBLtetniA h&m]' <nd haV6 already giv'^h 
Dbrluites? of a vef)fdil<feiSa»' nature to' 

- iliiid»|)lakinig tliis liiyftery, I had 
lfcttervl''think,4ay loo ta'uch" than too 
llH^d. ^ Perhips, Madarh^-as you hai^ 
Kv«d, I iififderft^nd; a moft virtuoas, 
happy, and- ^fdti#ed Ufey perhaps you- 
fefiow hot even the tittiii of^ moft ce- 
lebrated faftf Creature, who, though 
donfefiedly ndt- a model; of virfue, is 
T^niverfalfy-peckone^ the moft bewit^t-' 
kig objef<a th«^^%x^tfs e^dPnfoltewfed by^ 
licenti'ous idolatry. 'The perfon t mearf 
h iiio famous Emily Belmont : (he is' 
the daughter of a»deceafed Britifti ge-^ 
Se^al by a* Venetian adircfs j and in- 
herits, not all the opulence^ but all the 
^irit, and-^U the capti^^«ing qualities^ 

of 



of bpfb hw parowa^ JS^r.bfing .th»} 

moners^ [a^ sftet reje^^rbg fliers of 

iB^riiag'e from itti eUedy rcfidcer afludvft 

young vifcount^ Emily went laft. jffijR 

tp Rqme with Jpr^ T---^ la It4y# 

1^ (Mjir m«ttt4 inquktttiioi I feU kH 

We witii her; }n4;^e iMl In l^v^^ 

vi{ith yoi^r «^}Ueft fopv A^ Ei^Uy piq^e( 

her ielf obi f^pe^liar fankneCs of ^ntii^ 

fl^ told j^ very hdneAly, th^ iH$. 

^^ given >er whole h^aFd to Sedl^^ 

>^ ToSc4ley ((ke fti4. ift; Jt t&m t\\9k 

^pF€fied the ifxioA ptffioDaa&e^ £QiKifiels)r 

tp Sis4ky» mere beautifi^ th^o all tb^ 

^oafted Biairbk Gods aod h^foe&in tbii[ 

i^ucftry V amly ala6^ haJf aS: cold TW 

So far h^r g^pecofily itb|d s»€„ to effe^ 

toy cuFe< Beit ihe 4i^;not tell me 

Mfhat I had the ad/dre^, qr, I (boul^ 

i^hisr fay^ tfhegOQ^ Uc^ to difcouei^s, 

by 



by a Ctrtaiiti female friend of Hers ; I 
ixiean, that her love to Sedley was 
Vtteriy uiilike kll the attachments that 
ihe had liitherto formed. She is fe- 
tioufly in love» and for the firft time 
in her life. It is the great ambition of 
her heart and foul to make, herfelf the 
wife of your fon. She is nowpurfuing 
this point with fuch a mixture of corp? 
dial fincerity and refined artifice, as 
thpfe only can thoroughly conceive 
who have had opportunities of ftudyuig 
her vefy Angular and fafcinating cha- 
fader, I have kept the jLcen eyes of 
jealoufy upon all her movements, . and 
am fortunately apprized of all her 
private machinations. She has ani« 
mated the marble whofe coldnefs made 
her figh ; (he has wound up the paf- 
fions of her young Adonis, by grant- 
ing him many indulgences that could 
I excite, 
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excite, apd , not pne that copld ab^Xf ^ 
the fervency pf defire.,- She . has pra- 
duced in him . what j all her . excjinijStp 
talents apd attraaions have been ex- 
erted to produce, a , fentiqfi^ntal 'deli- 
rium. In f^ort, my dear Madanj, af^ 
Tajrs have ,bpen ' thus fettled ■between 
them. The fair penitent, expreffing ^ 
graceful hocror^ for herforrner illicit 

life, has deferted Lord T-: , and is 

already in London, Your fon, who 
cannot, I think, be here under a fort- 
night, has promifed that he will not 
attempt to fee Ixer till he has fettled all 
his concerns at the importarit period 
of his being pf age, which I upder- 
ftand is very near; and in the fol- 
lowing week they are to be privately 
married. . . - 

Now, my dear Madam, I am con- 
fident th^t ypu are as eager as I ana tp 

coun- 
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countera(9: with yopr whole heart an^ 
^ij>irit (his alarming d€%n« But how 
to do fo is the grand quefljon. Fqt 
'][tleaven^$ fake, do not trufl: toyour ii^q« 
ternal influence. You are indeed ,95 
fincerely beloved by your Ion as aino- 
ther can be ; but what are the intreaties 
;or the commands of a parent to a young 
man whofe more imperious love h^s 
been fo artfully excited ? Truft me,fucl3L 
commands are but chains of flax, th^ 
are inftantly burnt afundcr in the flames 
of oppofed defire. I fpeak from fatal 
experience. Pardon me if I fpeak too 
ftrongly ; but what is to be done ? I 
have long cracked my brains to find thp 
moft efFedual expedient, and to fave 
you at the fam^ time from all pain^ 
ful explanations, and all difiention wit^pi 
^our fon. 1 think I have found this 
expedient, if I can perfuade you, Ma^ 

dam, 
3 



■4aixi, tt> cofitfefcend fo fir a^ t^-RAyie'^ 
ftcret iftterview with a ^male in a rimk 
of life fo different fr^^in'' yotir pwfi. 
"But on tins pointy 1 pcrfuade tnyfelf, 
your pure and noble fefeetft Wilt wofhSw 
Ittate for the prefervatitmof^ToUr child. 
Emily, notwithftanding h&r frailties, 
is in truth a creature of fentiinent iand 
JouU In her heart and underftanj^iflgt 
^ven you, ^ad^m, will firi4 much to 
Sidniire ; for I may jvftly fay (fettifa^ 
afide the fond prejudice ojf a lover) that 
ihe hte every feiijaleVirtq* except cha^ 
ftity. I canix)t^ive you a more for** 
pble idea of her character, tb'aubj^'telr 
ling you what is literttlly true^ that 
|(hc quitted a .certain carl^ who lovtd 
her pa<?ionate!y, fdr -no otb^r reafotj 
but to reftore the fnjUred heakl} of 4^fe 
ififter, a lady of tender fpirita, and of % 
^rupulous oonfcience, who mkdebCT^ 
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fidfierioufly \xrihappy from ' her -bro- 
ther's illieit attachment. ' I happened 
to learn all the particulars of Emily's 
very lingular and generous conduA on 
^soccafion ;: apd. they fuggefted to me 
the firfl idea of the plan that I am now 
f^ommending. I know that this ac«^ 
Gompliifaedy though fraifbeauty, has a 
moble mindy that abhprs the idea of 
proving a fburoe of inquietude to any- 
amiable familj^. I alfo know, my dear 
Ikdadam, that ihe has a very great and 
tender veneration for your chara<3:er; 
and I will telt you how (he acquired 
it, by being indulged in ibe privilege 
of reading your letters to your Ion, 
which I have heard her commend as 
^e moft exquifite letters that ever flow- 
ed from a parental pen ; and in points 
Qf literature*, ihe is allowed to polTefs 
great difcernraejit and delicacy oftafte^ 
Vql. IV^ T Now, 
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Jfow^'iiay dear MaHaan, Stviatedai 
fm ar^^' iid poffeffing, as I have 
feeardf /the ixioft hifinuatiiig fweetaefr 
QfmatiD;ci;s; what: mfluencermay ra>tr 
you hope to gain ovex die &eliDg zn& 
generous Emily, if you- will oondefcend 
to c(mverfe with hec oivthe great ob-< 
jeft of OUT terror f Ypa.mulJ5not, how*** 
ever, betray me, howlwtt: tifcmfrtied you 
may be to do fo* This^:w6uld efFec- 
tually ruin our. hopes. . Sac you may 
lay, that certain hints hk^ bieen^ given 
you by the tutor of your fon; thar 
maternal anxiety made you riefolve ta 
obtain an ifttervievir with a perfoii 
whom you have heard* very iingularly 
commended, both for generofity and' 
truth. Emily is indeed a model of 
both; and 1 qucftion if any mortal 
exifts in either fex that has a mori5- 
magnanimous difdahi of uttering a He« 

If 
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If^ti'tkri biit'g^ivfHve'W fee- lier in 
flriVkte,^ of tllife-'^^tluJtiaylbd fwe,. that 
ulthotigh (W6 th^y iiot jJerH^s think 
ff ptiident or jirft to j6ut foil to ac- 
ktrowledge to you the whole' truth, 
yet (he will not aHempt taVfeceive you 
by afiy abfdldte falfehood. As I under- 
ftatidi Madam, that you are very opu- 
lenti I could wifti you to make a for- 
cible impreflidn on the heart of Emily, 
Ky a liberal unexpe&ed offer of pro- 
tecting her mdependence. What fum 
mi^ht be fufficient for this purpofe I 
canbot precifely fay ; but I fancy it 
might be done upon terms very eafy to 
you. I know (he has a private reve- 
nue, not incbnfiderable, though not 
equalto her wi flies, becaufe I have* 
heard her fay, rliat if fhef poffefled an 
independent Income to a certain amount 
fhe' would fettle herfelf for Hfe at a 
fiavourite fpot on the Continent. 

T 2 Per- 
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Perhaps your .maternal tenderaeiif 
and geiierolity may inGline you to give 
her the power of gratifying this defire, 
9s the npbleft nieans o,f obt;^ining frona 
her the great facrifice of her very daiifi 
gerpus attaclxment to your fon;. yef, 
fuppofing you are willing to do fo, I, 
have ftill^ fpme doubts whether it may 
be poffible. even ^or you,, to prevail; on 
the high-fpiritcd Emily tp accept ypur 
bounty. Thi? Iperfeflly -knqw^^flie 
would npt accept fucb a'gratuity froni 
any man breathing. Perhap* to a ladjrpf 
your admirable chara6ter her very f}n^ 
gul^r and honeft -pride may feel itfelf 
more indulged than niortified in being 
materially mdebted. la this article I 
am really ^unable to judge how (he may^ 
aft J but;you will have a ftill more ef^. 
fedual expedient for preventing the 
dreaded marriage by (hewing her, with 



«iiild mflternal>eIoquence; the mtCdty it 
«»uft prodocei not fo miKhi from her 
jrank in life (for there I know your ge^- 
tierbfity will fpare her) bi>t from Jhe 
J10 lefs material inequality of agi£f / fot 
ii^mily is at le^ ni^e year^ older tham 
the youth ike loves; but, aks, at thirty 
&eis athoufatid tknes more fafctdat« 
ing than all the younger <ianifek in 
the ttnivetfe* 

At length, my dear Madam (pray 
let our mutisal hepes and fears excufe 
the familiarity of my addrefs), at 
length I have faid to you aUthai I think 
it neoeflary to fay in' a letter^ for the 
prolixity of which I ihould apologife, if 
that prolixity had not been occafioaed by 
my earneft defire to gratify the natural 
curiofity of the amiable parent whomi 
I have been obliged to alarm for the. 
h(»our and happinefs of her child. 
Piay coufider what I have faid with 
T J your 



tbe^gQQ4»ef?/tp: ki: ii9« ikwQW ' what 
Ai^s^^yw %brtik(^iimoft.p^>ident totake 
»t tbijt xejry ^larjioiug^atod critical tinofc 
il enclt^^ pa fi?pwrft«e/tKps.of pa{icr,::b 
^iri3<Riflp.tQi.tbs (hpwf^f hear Bortlna^^ 
Square whirdfi. Esoilj^.iaas'jiift taken, 
4tid'a:fii3:ifims uacne.. by. [.which- yoii 
may dired to me at the.St. Jained's 
Co%rb<}Mf6; ^ . V.I , : ; • 
:,. I wiU'^nfcflly tnoplbfir the fiivoor 
jaf ^r IteSti-a line .frot^iiiyjimwichte 
tbefe tw<?' <fey5, for thetiaie you kiKw^ 
i3 prefluig; and you nnUihave the 
goodaefe-toriemdmbflr^ithart akhough 
my t^riora wi tliii§ lOecafion are very 
viifferent fjornthpfo ^of id mother, they 
jire.ftQt left twnmenting* Heaven guide 
you, my de4i: IVfedam ! Reftiaffuied, 
that I idqH: fincerely wiftito bea&uie*- 

fUl 



fal a.ftiendrlta yob, i in -this 'perplexing 
9&ujjBi jozt can defire any morlat t6 
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€oKKe£tA TO THE UNKNOWN. 

Sir, 

IF you are (as I muft fuppofc from 
your kcter) a gentleman who re- 
ally wilh well to the unhappy mother 
whom '. you ^lave b6th t^if^ed and 
obliged, I muft- entreat the favour of a 
perfonal confereiice with you in, St. 
James's- Square, at eleven to-morrow 
morning. Yo^ will f^ only myfelf 
afui a very 4}ld'Jeim9le frifii%d of mine. 
JBr^ievi^ me, . yQU may 4f pwd on the 
T 4 fecrecy 



I 
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iecrecy of both. ladecd tlk. fubjefl df 
oyr jpoi^iri^ronQe 18 of a nature too paiii^ 
ful to be lightly an^indi&mctly cojm 
}3ti^oi<;4(etl :t<3i any perfon from^whoiq 
you CQuld wi(h it to be concealed by 3^ 
Sir, 

Your faithful, affliftcd, 
humble fer^aiit, 

COIINBLIA SEDLf Y. 

■ ■iiiif • • "r-"- 
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Jf^ROUfi C0RIISS.IA TO j^DMUNBi 
MY VE^Y DEAR FrIEND, 

BEFORE I nzn receivfe yaui 
anfw^r to my. kft drflrra6):ed letter^ 
1 think myf?lf bpund tagi^ve youishe 

. ■c.^.rijiv.. fatis- 



fatisfa^oa of knowing that I am a 
little relieved from my extreme pertut-* 
bationy though not, alas I from my 
ehief terror, by the ftidden and uneK- 
pefted arrival of the dear animating 
Louifa. This warm-hearted friend has 
li^ her noble Colonel with his aged 
fether ; and, being as impatient to fee 
my boys as I am, (he has kindly flown 
with her ilfual Vivacity to wait with 
me here, to Welcome their return. She 
could flot have arrived at a tnore fea- 
ibnable moment; the fight of her 
has afforded tne inexpreffible comforts 
I have opened my full heart to her> 
which gave me the more eafe, as I had 
carefully concealed the horrid contents 
pf the didreiffing anonymous letter 
from my dear little tender Lucy, It 
would have coft her many pangs of 
the hear«, not lefs bitter than thofe I 

wdurc ( 



ftqdy of my,: life rp Jfi^N^vthis f«reet 
girl ^ .OiUijh ftp ppiSbl*. frwii p*in^ if 
J^eafB^pOf-^ft^lifli W: bappincfs ia.tb^ 
manner I .wQuy wiftif ) /. . 

By Lovi^*^,^dvi45e> I haRCi j«ft dift 
paifched ^ bUliet to lUy dnoftjfWQ^s OQct 
F^fpoiident ;: ?H{lt having (fich a fecO»J 
in my liv;?J3rrf«en4 <I:)bi^ vemwfd 
to invite thi» terri^/ Ujofeoowft t© ^ 
priyaja cwfefsace ita . t^y ^wvn bpi#fe 
I bope I have; not ^ijl^ wrdng ; but I 
013(11 *be §o(ntpn$ tp w^^er s Aittl^ from 
the ttrait Iwwof propriety/Hijd decprmni 
if I c*Q bilS. :p?eferv« ^hy dear, iropaf^ 
gpnedj^pyv:^ Qb^SeypjPHrl.thy ptor 
.plfte^y in. i|bi&: fKMnrt; M, but. too. true I 
This belovisdyoHtb ha$Iall tbp p^lotts 
/enlibility that ^mf^eiied;' tbe early 
jd^ys of hk jsptbef. : gracious. God! 
Jeaqb me hqvv; to fy}i& bi*P froHi tbis 
- : horrible 
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horrible impending mifchief, without 
alienating' ffom me bis^Ufd alFet^ion! 
Farewell, 3ear friends ! for 1 fpeak 
to all ; and all, J kaovv,, w>U feel kinsdly 
anxious for the reftojratiop of my peace. 
I long for your opinion of the diftreff- 
ing letter.: ^ I.tbi*k> wheal have feen 
and talked wjth the writer^ I ipuft le^l 
a little more at .eafe. . IJe^ven knovvs I 
am far otberwife .at jprefenjt! Adieu! 
You fhall very foQU hear again from -^^ 

Your troubled, affeftiion ate 

( : . ,.5 * ' -- <' '-'i* '' • r 

- ' .^CoitNKLIA.' 



LET.' 
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L ETT E>R XXXIIL 

FaOM EBMUl^b AtDLEY Td 
CoiNELlA. 

MODERATE, 1 befeech you, my 
very dear friend, the fond ex- 
tcfs of your thaternal apprehenfions. 
'Though I muft confefs you have puz^ 
^led your privy counfelbf, ftill I maiii- 
tain that you ought not to harrafs 
your tender fpirit, by giving way to 
the worft iqggeftions of your afFe£tio«. 
fiatc terror. Surely we have time 
enough before us to prevent any ferious 
roifchief from this impending danger, 
whatever it may be. After repeated pe- 
rufals of the alarming letter, I am ut* 
tcrly unable to form a fettled opinion 
I whether 
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whether -this threatened danger is real 
or;,fiditiQUS ; hut I ftfongly incline to 
l^elieve ths latter. There have been Iq 
inany accomplilhed and ingeniaus per? 
fotiages ruined of late by diffipation, 
and reduced to prey upon unwary opu*^ 
knee by the diexterity of their devices, 
that firaud, like many x>f the noblef 
9rts, has been cultivated and refinec} 
among us toafurpri^ing degree. Froni 
many, anecdotps which I have lately 
heard of this kind, J am led to fufpefl 
that your anonymous letter forms 4 
p^rt of a fubtly-fabricated projed,'tQ 
draw a confiderable fum of money from 
the unguarded purfe of a mother, whofe 
ppulcnce is well known, and whofe 
tcndernefs and generofity cannot have 
^fcaped the notice of any keen necefii*» 
tons adventurer, who might wifli to 
draw from them, by fraudulent inge- 

. puity, 



h«ity, ati'irtimediate (tipply for his 
fliftrefs. Ytiu may retkori fhb perhaps 
ttkido timid biid folpicio^s recJtefe,^ when 
iprophefy fKat your terrific Unkttowtt 
ifid" his b6a£ltd-'Emify ^ill turn out 
t#^pitofligatewbrthleftcih^ra6lers, nrot 
utterly unlike out old ' actjuailitancii 
Don RaphadL^^riid Caniilh in Gil Blks; 
It ftriRes me as a capitaF ftroke of pe-' 
eu'tiiary eoMtivaiice In* a' ' neceilitousr 
dourtfezanV td pradtife on 'the liberal 
fondles of a mother, by^pretending to 
iacrifice a perilous' paflicli for her fon^ 
I give Emily (however handfome o* 
ph\n (he may be) great credit for thi^ 
tdea ; but 1 muft give ydii atfo one cau- 
fibn, my very dear -andf geherousf 
friend. If you really fed'' difpofed in*' 
this bufinefs (as I knbw^ you can af-^ 
ford it) to throw awa^ a confiderable' 
fum, rather thaii enter'rnro a painful 

perhaps, 
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{ierhdpi, iMd^iathtir itK]elicate:bxpla0^ 
Qott tvkby^i: f^^ I^dtfettt'^&u let thl^ 
money' be p&id *i6' Faridj fiiid to the^ 
for ifikkbje lady 5* pertbtfJ- Thispoiftt 
yoiir ftien^y^'bankeif will rettlily usa*^ 
mge for you 'Wi'lh great eafe«; and I' 
think, if you generoufly inciii* Any fuch. 
ekpence, you ought to be i^wdrded by 
the moft pcrftft -affuranoe that the 4ir 
objed of your aHito is fftftly out of 
the kingdom. I have lived fe*requefter- 
c^ a life for fome years, tl^a^ I knoiv- 
almoft as little ctf fhii celebratcti- Emily i 
aS you can do. I am indeed acquainted 
v^kh her name, and I kpow a chabncl 
by which I can fpeedily- dbfain the 
fulleft information in refped to- her 
real chamber. For this I will in>me* 
diately apply, and have itdifpatched to 
you with the utmoft fecrecy and expe- 
dition. You judgfe very generoufly and 

very 
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very juftly pf :MoQfbn 2 h* mentioned 
pncei twin vfiry , fliglltly > tfeia alarmmg: 
fair-one (q .^ |etteii ta nle ; but his'.apr 
preb^nfi0n * ful?fided, «Qd if .aijfy .fo;F|: # 
counexiDa ,€]dfts bctwie^n tjh« parties 
(iwrhich I do. not belii^ve), it has comt 
pletely ?4uded his vigilaace: thiscit-^; 
cumftanceii^eif is highly ir^probable ; 
and thet mofe I pQiid©r;oa the whok 
afFatPt the'$f>0re I am pieriuaded the d\U. 
acconaplidifi^ ISffiily will be^/ound only. 
a delicate fmpoft.or. Wljatever (he may 
prove, Ifopcfee that you wiU be tempt-, 
ed both to ft^e and converfe with hcft,. 
What mother with fuch feelings a$. 
yours would not feel ^vjriou? to lee a 
fair creature, who .defpferately loves, or 
defperately pretends to iQve^ a fon fo 
idolized by berfelf ? Well, my dear 
friend, you are certainly a privileged 
qh^rafter, and I fee tio tnifchief tha| 

cai) 
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ft/lkdd ^yotrr f/tlcy,' ' hi^ 'MhiMi ''^ouV 
feeiingsi Vdu-rii'i^^ ftrfeiy7n<ltflgfe ybur^ 
(WTin.rhe'Gli^rjtaW^ pleafiirb' bf JtiV- 
rifig'a'few'lbdfe hundred^pbufi'd^ iii her' 
poeieef, attd-'fe^d'ioff the Bedutiful Jade* 
to'flw'OnitrtieiYe.-'* 1 am pertaaded'ftiy' 
y^ng'frientf^^niAi wife bfe'tooHapi" 
p;f'm-h«refBrii=toy6u, ta grieve very 
ltihg'forthfe'ai>fttite of fuch' a h^ji 
and I am ftill more perfuaded ih^t He' 
is much too].;^l^;;.tftijii[ve ever fe- 
rioufly tljought of marr'ying a cour- 
tezau who is almoft twice as old as 
hitnfelf. 

-T6t..:l7. U -That 



290 T.H]R HI STORY aF 

That Lmay reply to you as rapidly 
as poiTible, I will only add our united^ 
love, and our cordial prayers^ that you 
roay be thoroughly repaid for your pr«- 
fent cruel inquietude, and for every 
paft fufipring, by feeing the dear obje<9; 
of our general aniciety 9s happily 
married ad we all wiih him to be* 
Lucy the. elder gives a deep figh ifeir? 
her dear young namefaJce on thi& occa^^ 
fion. But I repeat, my excellent Cor- 
nelia> yoii and my|lifter are frightened 
too much. I need >not tcH you> witlv' 
^yhat eageruefs we (hall expert afar-- 
ther account. Farewell I awl believe 
rne ever 

Youi faithful 

- ■ . Edmvndv 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

From the Unknown to CorMblia* 

MY DEAR MADAM9 ' '-'^ ' 

I AM highly flattered and pleafed, 
and yety lown^ a little difirefled by 
your obliging appointment* Forgive 
me if I requeft^ your word of honour 
before I make my appearance, that, if 
you happen to recoUeft my features 
(for I-muftcohifefs<you have fecn themt 
itkth<it\y)j you will never communi- 
cate cither my follies or my zeal to 
ierv^i you (i;^hich are ftrangely blend« 
ed, as Vice and Virtue too frequently 
appear) to any of my relations. 

Do but favour me with this aflur- 
aace by the bearer, who waits for your 
reply ; and you (hall inftantly behold 

Your devoted 
• - ' Inconnu. 

U % LET- 
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LETTER XXXV. 

' \ , ' • f . • • -. ' . 

From Cornelia- tajhaVRkoowtt. 

.' ■ •■! ',... • :■•;;: vFH-;.: ";. T 
■ 1 ^;^*».>L, . ; ,n .••;...}.■ ( ; a> -i 

Y.Q U R. biUf t ,h»R goniJdcipdjJy. <|0^ 

to fee/^ou. I 4p flpt^ .be§0»t9: |o,|^ve5 

you, itjijbf! .ntwift MS^WOfsai i^a»iner> 
the pr«rai^.ryo«;;r^«iflfr, Wh^ov^ 
confideace, you <my„-thliHi: |»i!0|)».*ft 
pJIfice Jfi fPfi, I wiliY^n^ to. fey 4lt^^ 
ypu^a|i.h3Y« nothitlftifo a^FcJ^il 
frjwa <he trp^hery p^r iB^ITQf^ion pf [, > 
iTpu* obliged :;;,. r . ;^ 

. and ^hiul'fervant) • • ' 

■ ^ €dkAEtilA'SE»LE¥i- 






. .::: . LET* 
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From G6bic»lia to Edmund ^ 

COMFORT! conafbrt! myv5ery> 
dead^^/thpughrtod trniid^ainid tooL 
q^urag^u^ fcielOd In ootyiand^alas! 
t^; great ina^r^nt pointy ydm confide 
t^e. much i A tW difctietian ;o£ the, ' diear ; 
eiiifnar^ youthiL :b^t, inMgard i^uhetr 
f^rions and ' citcuniflsaiioes,, your fulT-* 
piciotis and yow; fears hw^ oulxtm the 
tfuth*-— Noi nvjr dear cautiofts ciaun-. 
ffjllor, tfce tfef lific Unktibwn ' IS not a' 
^an Raphael^ I caa affuird yoq. He** 
bears indeed ik greater cefembtance tor 
pGor GU BJa« hioafelf, tlioiigh I rauft ^ 
not allow yov to fuppofe fojr a mo- 
n^ent that Emily k ^ y^r:W Camilla : 
' \ V 3 (he 
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Ac is, believe me, in my eftimation, 
i very different and inteireftiug charac- 
ter ; though I (hall not be furprifed if, 
when you arrive at the end of this let- 
ter, you think xne a {impleton and a 
dupe, and incline to the very opinion 
concerning Emily which I tell you 
I would not have you entertain. 

I have fo much to tell you, and am 
fo flurried between joy for what has 
palled, and apprehenfion of what mky 
ftill happen, that I hardly know how 
to begin relating to you the many; 
things that I wi(h you to hear. Firft, 
for my Unknown^ I am bound, as you 
will feCj by the two enclofed ■ billets 
which pafled between us, and which I 
fend you as an apology for my referve ; 
I am bound, I fay, not to tell you who 
he is. But have a little patience, my '' 
very dear and afFedionately curious' 

frv^^ds ! 
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friends ! by to-morrow's poft a certam 
perien,without any treacheJy, will im- 
part to you this teazing fecret; which 
(thbbgh I hope the fage Edtirand will 
bear the inquietude it liiay give him 
like a man) our dear and truly femi* 
nine Liicy the elder will be djring to 
know. Let me juft fay for her relief, 
that this abrtning Unknown b a pcr- 
fonfor whofei welfare and rfeputatioil 
I ato interefted In no trifling degree.— 
Nay, I abfblutely love him, ^nd cer- 
tainly not the lefs for finding him in* 
flamed with a Arehement paffion- for 
the fam6 dangerous and enchanting ob- 
je£t who has traptivatcd my fon,— My 
new friend, as you will naturally fup^ 
pof^, is as eager as I can wi(h him to 
be in his zeal to aflift me in the preier- 
vation of my child. The great wifli 
of my foul is, to prcferve them both* 
U4 If 



^9§ r.?.¥<?'^^s;rpjijjr..<^, ., 

to. beif^l^AsJ, ; ffie^ ^X .^§!^ipgi coo4»J(^ 
fcfWQ Jittlfi Jftpidenit? i^guqb.a mawi^f 
^* tpjffifg^cjze a»d f«jpport,n^ withun? 

iPig»^q^> Jn^;«ie-adc|. wit ji ^r^tjisudf j. tt^^ 
adpiplpk-Xnaily^ ,,1^01} h^v(^ ? gogfl 
guef5,..|iiy';4e34r Edgjf^i^d, an.tlw: (ipcrcf 
feelings. 9f a fi3n4» mother. I qoo^ft t^ 
yoju, \^dt,,ff. (gr«5i longing tp fe? tHi^ 
foo inf^pft^njg porfona^e.. I have ff eft 
her; and what will you think of r»!^ 
when I alfo confefs, that I z^ alntJfl^ft 
as muph in .l9vq wit^i.her, q$ jpa^ Pf^ 

artlefs 



ardef^ ^Mrm^app,. . or • .ija^- fiaqria •; exp^ii< 
c»Wl ■ ? ( ' " ( rv ? ;FiB Oft, qjy flippe*y 

Vfgs fp^aJ^qg of thls;ii4i4;i^^ting cresH 
ty]ff»,whQ..p^t« all 4ircr«t[ipu <9 .flight 
ii;k,l)ot^ (^f^^" l^^visr ^i4fJt:t)elK)W anjl 
fo^e \1rh9 would. ^,;f^jljl^Qjyi,.if I 

jil>&ljit«;lja(v0 of ber Sttfa^iop^*. In^ 

ci^y 9J[ ffa^Mre which dfte^i marina W 
c^»t(%tioni -the fafcf <^f ,I«tHy-l)as ^ 

^\ty,^\i^y(s^,^mw wphM wifli.to r«-r 
fl^(^i\t .in. a ,»€W-<;re^^4, Pv^. Th» 
9l?4fr9S 0f;bfir;<3<J(»v^rfsit»«i.;are ftitt 
9»Qr« ?^pHya;ing. ♦hjt* tbd^ of h©<« 

that I thoyghp th^m ffei whien I «dfc 
yp«, Pie fe.rj6|(Syy: tj)»yiiu<56d,- top. th^ 

her 
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ber paflibn for my fon is no d&itkmff 
1)6 artificial, ik> £blf-interefted paffiotr. 
Believe me (aild experience, aks I- haa 
made me too good a judge iti this pat^ 
tkular) it is geniiihe, ardent, and miier^' 
able love — the love of a tvpitian, un^ 
fortunate indeed in her condition, hui 
cxquifite in imderftanding as in beauty I 
Fully feniibleof herown infelkky and 
difgrace, yet noble enough to bereadyi 
to facriiice her fond ambitioniwhich (he 
wants not perhaps the power of in- 
dulging, to the real happinefs and ho*-" 
DOur of the youth (he lotes ! — Oh ! ge- 
nerous Emily, thpu hait.my pity, my 
afiedion. Now» my dedr Edtiiund, dd 
BOt laugh at me ; do not riditule that 
iulUbiiity of hearty which, to ufeyout* 
own abominable phrafe, you have^ 
ibmetimes told me, makes a part of my 
charader ; do not thiok me an egregt<^. 

ojis 



ou« fool, when I tell you what I have 
done — ^affuredly I have not paid toa 
high a price for the fatisfaftion that I 
at prefent enjoy. You remember thx5 
advice given me by the friendly Un- 
known concerning a pecuniary^ offer to 
Emily, As many circumftances, upon 
the truth of which I could rely, had 
folly convmced me that this tini 
fcfrtunate fair-one has a very gener* 
bus heart ; I determined that my oSct 
fhould be fo confiderable, as to make a 
forcible impreflion on her feeling fpirits 
•*— The large fum which, you know, I 
have iaved for the pleafure of prefent-^ 
kig it to my two boys, when each 
fliali becdme his own mailer, fupplied 
roe moft conveniently on this occafion : 
I felt no fcruple in making free with 
ttris money, becaufe I knew that, if I 
evi^n expended all which Idciigned ta 
:: 5 give 



jjv^ Charles^ that dear. gfaerous ^py 
]i^^l(t .^Hie day. tell in(e;Ktl>at I coul4 
|iQt bav^ i?i«ployed. his |M-opfrty morf 
la his dcjight, than byx^akiag it con- 
i^wo tq the prefervajtion of bis bvqm 
J^U' Aiuaiatad, by thefe ideas, I weii« 
jj^eU prepared to be liberal to Emily r 
after d. verylpng cpnyerfatipn, whicl^ 

cofi us'botlj, ^^^^Yi ^^^^h:i^^^ ^" /^^ 
clofe pf ^yhicb (he naaft.gi;acefuliy ac* 
^ijiefced ui tjhe. plan^ whfqh . I wifh^ 
^E to. faljojy, pf retiring tpthe Cqnti?^ 
ii^Dt ^; I. pr^fented to Ixer a fet of notes^^ 
|ayabJe to , herfelf m Paris^ for tea, 
thoufand ppuud. Her reply tro. one wasj 
this-r—** O ^ my de^r Madam., how yqa: 
flight an^l torture mc..in the fame^ 
«a«Hxl£atr -i-»lt. is indeed a .triumph for . 
tite wretched Eanily to; have engaged' 
tiie tender regard of fucl»i a pure and- 
^93lted betug a3 you are : but wha.t, 
4 would 



MKHild iflJr'.feKeityr hive .been^ "if mip 

an4 Vft^^ iv^ifathvadisroghterj as! y<mf 
ixnghtb«v4 ftctclv^eff wtt|ioiit a bld^ly 
4^d»^:4s:I;i»«w;foel myfclf mvyoanT 
prcfence, allow me^ my dear Madaoy 
tfl'imitatte to feme 'dcgnsc tfce ^tioble* 
^f$ .of yotft Ji|i6<l : ' of tbc ftmi* whicllr* 
yOu To geiiferoufly offer, I will acccytl 
i^lf a3 touch as may be fufficient to* 
rfjicvc :yfeut fjarcutai iiiquietude,: % . 
convirxing you that the objrf(9; of ydarl 
f$^ri$,as^ai* rertioyied from thi$ coun*-'. 
try, as you juflHy wifti htr.to fae-*T^lct; 
m.9b<ut flkiltw :royfelf thtt I carry Wkhi 
me your efleeoi, «ttcl .yoid Khali fimlt 
ine a voluotufy oiiit^ Here a litdfo 
g^neroUii ^QDtefi; - arcle betwe^a tis^j 
xthieh waa at laft amicabliy &ttled bjr& 
my iniidbg^oo her taking &v^ f£'i t!hei 
t«ii thau£it)4; aod tbiaiihe would ouif; 
.'.. ..:r CDnfeac 
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conferit to dc^ o» my promifing to xt^ 
ceive it agatn,: whenever opulence; 
which her fuperlative beaary may in-i' 
deed commmid,ihaIi enable her convex 
niently to replace the fum that I fcKced^ 
upon her. ^^t*- 

- Shall I own to you the wiiole extfeiiil^ 
of my weaknefs ? Shall I tell you thit 
Inot only wiflied to make this btauti*'. 
ful frail-one independent^ but I Wi(b0# 
alfo to make her virtuous and devout l") 
Here^ alas ! I have no chance of being;- 
gratified : this lovely Infidel, who is 
as far from being a hypocrite as fhtf 
is from being a faint, unveiled to noft^ 
hcc inmoft foul. The fatal philofophjr 
of Prance, in which ihe has been 
trained^ has fo alienated her mind frdtxi' 
aU ideas of true Religion, that I co^tid 
not hope to influence her coodudt) Iq^ 
aoy argitments that I might draw froctii 

w\. thence* 
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thicniJe*-- ^Happily, howiver^ for the 
gfeat objeft bf my imixiediate anxiety,- 
I fbuDd hef mdfl: tremblingly alive to 
alLthe mottires.of honour, fentiment^ 
and afie^iion;. I am convlheed that her 
k>¥0 .for my fon is genuine, by the 
i$)anner in which ihe contented to fa-» 
Qrjfice her own gratification to his ad« 
i^ntagc* I'hough I was prepofle^d in 
ker &v6ur^ by the impafiioned report 
^fc \frbe Uhimwn ; I was yet greatly- 
i«:pihtd to find a perfon, who hadi 
plunged forfome yeacsin a life of fachi 
f^endid infamy, fUU poflefled of foeK 
ifigs.fo visibly acute, .fo delicate, and 
HGntd. As to heriage^ my aiionymousi 
faiend mufl furely be miftaken : I can« 
QOt believe that ihe is more than four- 
3(etursDlder than William : fh&hasat leaft 
inuth enough jto make all the mother 
i;^ffibb in my he^c. When I think of 
:, . my 
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fifttb«^4^^ifhaid(iqaDdl(W^ 

Wit k^tAf^imdooln^oAy. iw the lofd -^^ 
a() idol jfo latcraiJtive; ! Ir-flwdder^'^iibo 
•lily at .^ii^i:j[ioDghts.ig£oth£ ^^sgiiifly 
vbiph I kt^hir his poof igMilekffitdi-T 
kiicd heart moiirfiel frora^.ai&ppbTiitd* 

tdiiog his !£iiaI;aif&»3:i9ii4*44JI^^ 

jlc* M has lift) ^igrtvayoxiititifoi tiff» 
ttnwatitrQttlal%.iipperrcaii ^ixh .Udii^ifr 
beloiags.to h^flriaf ybnrlmSHyi !&Mff^ 
^ hiroi. : If, • m the ; dclif ium^ =of »bii -daf^ 
liive; he:bc[lid^cs Jbis paiHou'ea be liUdMl 
th«! gmdwiceL; o£ Virtu«5,ttje willi^fil#C 
dtely difijfcj, jbut he "will ^fdu liSti^'ilttV 
\^ * ' • ftto\jld 



fitfxrid he .difdorer that Ihdve fecr^tly- 
laibbarcd to jkeventits indulgence — Ol 
inc^ttful God ! let me not become, I 
bdGbech thcc;^ an obje£fc of ^Uhorrencai 
to my child— » the very idea conruifea 
toy whole fraoie;— Alas ! this Emily ia 
fo Angularly captivating, and her owu 
l^aflion is foi veh^mentv th^t I even 
diKmbt her own power of keeping thd 
proraife which I am confident (he 
made to ine with cor'dial fiBccrity;--i 
What have I not caufe to apprehen4 
from two beitigs fo unhappily .under 
the. dominion of a blind and fatal paf^ 
fioh# . when eveti I myfelf^ while Jk 
was coQverfing vi^itb this fafcinating 
£aiily» felt a flraqge ibccjsilion of ye-' 
bement and ev^n . oppofite eitiotions I 
There were a>inutes, during our long ^ 
Cpttfefence^ in wh>ch. I was almoft 
ttwpted to fold hfir to my bofpm with 
; yot.lV. X pity 
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pity and admiratian ; and there was a!> 
inftant in which my brain fpemed to 
be on fire with ifioijientary madneis 
ittid horror. Fronn m escprellion that 
Ihe dropt, a fudden idea darted acrofi 
my mind, that it was )uft fuch a frail 
enticing forcerefs that occasioned the 
untimely death of my ever idolized. 
^eymour.^WVU my admiration^ all my 
pity, all my huQWUiity^ were gone; and 
} darted upon the poor fuppliant crea* 
tnre a look of terror and deteft^tion, 
which feemed for a minute^ as Ihe af* 
terwards faid^ to annihilate her ex£l}:« 
ence^ Tears relieved her from the icy 
Stnd wretched ftiipefaSapn which the 
fudden (and to her not perfe^ly ac« 
counjtabl!^) change in my conntenaace 
produced upon her.'^In feeing her 
weep, I began to weep myfeif> and fo 
by degrees was foftenedinto a co0\pa& 
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donate human creatuPB iagain.. But 
ph, my goqd old fat^Al whpfe .ex* 
fcumxoc has gUreo thota ipQrc ttAtoa 
ihau I have, to dread thjB fierce tytannyt 
,of the pa^n^ in a ycMiog afdent frames 
^binqcprej^bly ^/tax to mp as jn^ fc>nl 
4kh, thoiji dear and nevej: t^. be for* 
gutten vi^Ctim q{ f^ fimikr dB£rhi|iil 
^•b, jooky tieV^ed Seymour |f • if Jthy pu« 
]ifie4 ;tpif i^ has any knovledj^ of th« 
perils ti^ nox^ |i)rrou^^ thy^l^ ibii4 
and fa^hinl Cprneliay ff ve^ if thoa 
jCanft, the lovely yovth, whoJEe ^romi^ 
ing infancy was JO9 de^r to t^ee : fara 
Itim! entangled as he i^t iavo .tnefon 
o£ f\}T popel^a, fjmi^ thofe 'fatal 
iiKiTes which hurried thee to thy early 
gravel 

Alasi ofiy iear.j^tnvtnd) .though | 

began .this ioog letter with ,foBie dty 

£>Bee of calnmefe, and mn gat«ty, I 

X a have 
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have ncrwr- thrown my poor agitatecl 
bofom ihtol^inful pertufbatipn, l)y 
indQlgieig^, perhaps too .much the ap^ 
prebcn^oos ihat hautit me.~-I oughS 
fcrtaiiily! ;fco. reflet: with confiderable 
iktistfaQooBv and great th'ankfuhiefs.td 
Heiveiiy oil the uiiex!pe£i:ed comfort and 
hope t&at Lblace been enablbd to derive 
ftQnit&cTui|)Tizing incident which you 
AreitQ ;he^'.i:o<m6rrow.<— I ought alfo 
to^comft)r|t Itxfyfeif not a little; with 
t^i very ftrotg affurandis iwhich I TC-i 
ceiyftd fEbmi the IgeneiQUs Emily, that 
ik^^ will ^nit Engibind diredly, and goi 
hy. thb way pf firighthdmfflonc' and 
Dieppe tdiPatis,; to avoid the- great 
«^l«ncoiif meeting my fdn at Dover oc 
Calais, in which cafe (he ingenuoufly 
loofei&ft t(i :.mei,:t&at ilie Goald' hot 
ctifii6^;} iiili the: j^i^lutiod ' • ftie; had 
fo^ino^, >or(th^ promife: fine had given*. 
>*'^'/;:i • <. -, —This 
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franknefs you know is a favourite qua^ t 
lity with mc)^/,«ticreaf§4Tniy good 
opinion' of 4>er fincerity. Whatever 
may happen, you may depend on 
receiving immediate intelligence. I 
have juft heard that my dear boys 
will n^pilvD/^ably ^rnlve.in^a ^day 
or two. I call them Itill boys ; and 
atooft wilhj '^^1« ! Ihatt^itbe^ w^fcT 
ftill in their It^ing'-ftrfngs. Alas ! that 
unlucky word reminds me, that when 

ey , were fo^ X wals faV frbp^ bejini 
either V^nqiilTot happy. 'i^'ArA %^ 
t^tt to be foP-s-i^eaven brily knows-^^ 
and let ma truft Ui Heaveq.~As loon as* 
thigy arrivfe'^' I (hall hurry 'th€iii down' 
t6;Sedley mil. Tray, my dear friend, 
coiUrive tp come to us there as foon as' 
ybti can ; for, ' belie v^e itit^ your pre v 
ifeiice will be afi inexprefltblV ccimjfbrt'to 

' ' ' X 3 the 



tfae:icrrifibd afidUteiabUng pucrdti- 
Spirit df 
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From I<otri8A MdRB'roN to Luct. 
Avhist tkz ELsbi, < 

AND fo^ ffl)r dear agri:eable old 
friend, you arc t^Uy a confirm^ , 
^d and contented fpin^r^ as they tell 
me. — Well! Prbvidencei who regulates 
our vinous defliny, ordains^ I am per* 
fuaded^ what is beftfor us a^.-^Never 
:Was inortAl in a better mobd for fayiiig 
jine^rate^l things of this faid grand 
Oipd inyifil^lc Governefs, Providence 

thai! 



Abaa I am at this minute i £cu:^ behold! 

here am !, your oM rattling tqiidcap, 

i^merly called Loufa Mptijtit-l^auriCQ, 

a p^oft (hriking and happy example q{ 

the tare that Providence ofteti taies In 

Jdirefting thpfe who are enable todlre^ib 

^themfelveSt^'^AiMl what d^s all this 

,ioean f-^-P^tiences my dear*-^! a(n the 

very perfon defined to tell you th^ fc- 

tpretthstyo!? are dying tpknpw.-'^What 

j^i^ 1 LoUiiky you ! who have been 

•twelve y^ears out of our worldi are 

you qoi!Me» like a coiyui^r, to find out 

tA^is Urrijkllnkmwn P-^-^-Patiencc agaiQ^ 

tt^y ijear ; I qiuft have the pleafufe 0f 

; telling my, own delightful little f^i^r^t 

in my o^n way.*^WeU j but do lipt 

fret, dear Lucy 3 Infill pot be fo cru^l 

M I ufed to. W9 and ttfitalite you for 

half an h(}ur bsfoj^ I impart what you 

ire f0 eagQr to h$^^ Com^y let us b6 

X 4 gravei 
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grave, and all fobef ferious attentiofi 
on both tfides.^-^Weirihcnf you have 
already heard how this terrible 'l^r 
known was /appointed.; 'Our dear bb- 
nderly GoriieliA was waiting in Wgf^ 
order to rcfeiye hitxi in her dreflfh^ 
room ; bfif • it happehech that, wheii 
he rapt at the deor, the (latter^ 
Louifa was iip' in -hfer chaoibef^ 
where Twae detained^, "^ fi>r . I ktib^ 
not how many • mitiutrfs, ' bjr y^r 
fweet engaging namifeike;— Well, my 
dear, be *aa impMierit -as^you pleaft; 
to hear of the Unknown-4-I pofitiVdy 
will not fey a word of hInA, till 1 hav^ 
faid that this dear nie^'of youts^ -is 
pftc of theyiry^ lovelleft girls tfeat^ 
ever beheld, and then' fo erichantingly 
like her dear* Ibft mother, my indbni* 
parable au»t !• Weil,' I mlift not ipeak 
pf the fodr departed Haiiidr >t pre1^i<r^ 

: * ' • ^ no? 



«dF let a iliiigle tear (lain fhis lerte4 
that I wi(h to be all Joy. To proceiA 
then in myt joyous' flQry : As fodn as | 
kouMfiiake off the fwe^t infinuating 
Lucy, whofe tender curioiity made her 
a little reftlefsat not being permitted to 
ittire with me jhe privilege of feeing 
this important ftranger, I haO:ened td 
appear at the private conference, where 
our dear trembling Cornelia had t^l^ 
tne (he fhould depen^l fo much upon 
me as her fecond. Though not very 
fubjeft to fear, it was yy^ith . fome tre- 
^^idation that I c^pehed the ^oor of her 
^reding* foop* ^ut judge my aftpni(h¥ 
-ment and my tramifport ! wjien thi« 
-terrific Unknown, who had his bacl^ 
towards ibp asil* entered, turned fiid- 
*^nly round, and with * equal aftoniflit 
fxieot difcovered ; himfelf to be^^^mijr 
-fl^il ^roth«r'— aye,: verily ! thfe ga)r. 
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^oefty itopudtfnt Archfbalii Mouaiifc 
Maurice himfel£^^Surely Heaven fug.^ 
lifted to me my fchethei which zp^ 
peared atifirft only one of my wil4 
rorbantic vagaries; Im&m^the Hohmip 
of leaving iny de^r Colonel and h^ 
eldeft boy. with his good Old fath^ 
and of fiyitig hither to pafs alittk tioip 
with Corn^liap for the fake of aiGfting 
lier in 4 c^f tAin pAreOfal ptoj^d: %hfi 
Gkt has kindly imparted tk^ me» By my 
at f ival hdre^ J have had thp delight uf 
^ing vary tifeful to bei;. . t lha}l (hlup 
^vith hery i ti!ufti the Wefl^d office <^f 
Jtoving her fott^ and I hope alifo df;r^ 
jclainiiing m/ kfs endangered but ifflt-* 
^roVideiift brdtbenf^Ho h»d ^6 idea nf 
^y biing in Efogland; tboi^i^ from an 
«i)prehenfion thftt Cdraelii) might (h^ 
liis^ktttreta ibme pbrfim adquatAlfd 
^th hb haind^ he bad lafeen the p^«« 
:.. caution 



la his twb little inUetc "HoUiHiacy^ 
tiio oiucb engaged bjrdditft. loduii^ tii 
be>eij^mii»ite|y iifD|iBifiti^e cdHeennng 
tiiiB Aoveincnis olT his lKlbt.<lMi jonfti 
ftowarti^ -hf feir hico^ tbiithc ccnilfl 
btu well Kavfc hinilrd olib^-ttriritai» ai 
iiw casi^ iki a I^oirlaigtteiBv vefifel td 
liiibptt I :M oitar i«li»h 4n» tiDt notM 
fied in ^a--|>^blic jpkpen^. >ike the 
idival «£ Jnfiln^ti- in ibttff Indid 
|8itps; Pbdr ArchitJsId ^s both dot 
ii£titcd;tadcdofoutidkd::kijh thsitKB^ 
pcdted {ighi;6f a ptcfon^ hlce^ to lac* 
kurd himJfeverely oti this fakaVOBot^ 
Jfeii.uaBiit afi«flioa trittrib^hcd ovitt 
leaf* The cogue loveswNtki hif hein^ 
tvluobis in troth as wanttatid as wilH 
tacamng^ a heairt as wa»° «Vff dwoic^ 
heated in the fiery Atmatti t/i Lom 
And noii'i my deir ht^f as affim 

tionati 



tioiute pnyeAs^e lol^jfkfliihn atnaag 
jc£t csf 'mine; batfafc ^>mi.;^ift paar^i 

6ifofoec.:aiid: (»tttioii$: ^^^ti«4v, .1 
tRaQfc to mako tbiiitoneft^vidlelhrothM 
of mine walk^jK: lunhurt xib :rhe fatii 
fiory focnaoc^ imith' otm lUyke-n g^od 

tUeihreq-^moi with liiacd nannes dkd 
iii.Qo mitaphoriiistlifurQ^Cy. ^ccocding 
tti.^boQk that I ihonld;tot. lighcljt 
^dto ulider: k&ct tdof of o\jf: dear. ;de!j^ 
vfiuft Coroelia«.::Bur,tti fpe^ ia^DUiit 
£i»glifli, I; jbwexx)oceived a mbft*^^^ 
^efiireto!n!iakca match for Ar^^hihaidt 
vFitb a c^Jtaio! niece of your^^ : oam^ 
Fji»ace$; who Is,, they tell me^. imI 
fft^it ft^eet^haraftcr, a&Iihoiild fofft 
|«de.a difqple 0f y wra mnft te, :hiA 



■jfervelloufly Hke the JdVfcly w6rtidri 
ii^bom my brother had rhe»mi$fortiin0 
to lofe^ whfen (he was juft goiiiig to 
make him happy, by . si fondly cxpe^td 
iafti aad hcir^ u^ho ihared the tintime- 
Jy fate of his beautiful and lamcfmed 
mother. lanh perfuaded that, betwecfnt 
fcarioos ;advice add farcaftic raillery; f 
fiiaU effcdiially cure Archibald of hiis 
licentious defirbs ; and, if I fucceed, he 
will j you know, be what is commonly 
called a very good match forahnoft 
any girl in the kingdom. He has ^ 
goo4 paternal eftate; but tlie idle rogue, 
ft)c wafjt of- a good young woman to 
lakeicare of him, hascontraAedfotiie 
foolifh debts, and Oiould not in difcrcfi* 
tion- marry without a fortune of feteli 
or eight tfaou&nd pounds. ' Pray tell 
me between ourfelves, if you think 
your fwcet Frances may hatre a fUm 
.., , like 

7 



like this on her marriage. If my idef 
plcafes youy as } confefs it dees Bte, I 
am pffrfuadcd w{^ fiiall be ^bie tp 
paoage (q defirable an eyent ; for it 19 
a ma4ca with mc^ tbat a littje coot 
fpderacy of two or jthrec lenfible wc^netii 
may gujide atid fo the pajS|oQ of ap 
S^oneft warmrhcartcd man 011 any 
fair objed they chu^. Bold doftrinf 
ibis ! yet» belieye me^ I have feen it 
frequently, verified, and hope tp^ dp fq 
at prefeni: in more infiaopes thai^ 
Qne: [ am juft called aiv^y fk*om my 
paper ; but will contrive, if I cap^ to 
ii;ribble a litcie more to you before | 
&al up this padquet for thepc^~ 
Adieu for ibme hours i 

Joy I joy I rejoice with ^s ipy good 
Iriaicb all ! . Here are pUr tWQ yoiing^ 
4emigods juft alighted among i^s; al^ 
^e diftrei&ng apprebenJions p/ oqc: 

dcay 
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dear ftiid trufy iKireiital Cornelia^ are 
drowned for tii^ prdent in tbe fulne& 
6f her deligl>p. Well indeed may flie 
be proud q( futh ions, and anjdous for 
their felicity .-w^What a heavenly pair f 
the twin*bmthers of the beautiful 
Helen pould not be more gracefully 
etigaging, For my part, I am ghui I 
%tn a f^fb f4lldw-faced old wom$in.--ifi 
Mercy op the haplefs ^amfel, what* 
ever her condition m^y be, wbofe 
deftiny cond^^ns her to lo^ one of 
thefe godlike creatures, without meetr 
ing'an adequate return { But, above all, 
infty Heaven avert fpch a calamity from 
pur little, lovely, modeft, and ieniir 
ble Lucy I fhe muft be the wife of 
the manly heroic William..T-rWhat a 
fingular exprelHon of fwcetnefs and 
jdignky this enchanting youth hats in 
hk poucKteiiiance I yet, handforae an4 

gentle 
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geiitle as he appears, be. Jaoka ta mH 
as if he could be very itdpctUQUSi ver|^ 
ftrong-mindid^in his'lov.o- Hisle^ures 
give me the idea of Ach'tlle^^. ^ht\0 
Charles, though like him, is ye;t fq 
different, that,' from hi& .'ferious an4 
ccmtemplative air, . I cofciW alnldft 
take him Tor a Platonic . philofo-: 
yhcr. But I fuppofe our ypung fagja 
will foon prove himfelf an impaiJioned 
mortal ; and as for our young Achilks, 
I almoft tremWe to think hovv defpe^ 
rately he may rage, when he finds 
that his haughty Brifeis is torn from 
him. But courage, my dear ! have we 
not the fweet foothipg Lijcy^ to mol- 
lify and humanize the outrageoufly in-» 
dignant hero? Courage ! 1 fay again,- 
I am determined to hope that every 
thing wijl end happily^ th<>Ugh ouf 
prefent fituation,* Heaven knows, af^ 

fords 



fords^ but <ob much room for incjui^^ 
tude and anxiety. I meant to have rci^ 
(^uefted the favor of a jiong letter frpi^ 
you v^>hUe I remain in townj but I 
liow (iyy do not write, knit come t0 
us as foon a$ you can in the couotry, 
for the dear difcreet mother has re^ 
folred that we (hall pafs but one day 
more in this dangerous city* The 
morning after to-morrow we are to fet 
forth ail together for Sediey*-Hall ; and 
I have happily prevailed oh my half^ 
reformed brother to join Our party^ 
which alTords infinite fatisfadion to 
Cornelia, asxihe hopes by his affiflance 
to gain a greater infight into WiUiam^s 
amorous fecrets than (he could probi^ 
bly obtain by any other chaimeL She 
•has determined (and there is, I think, 
as much ^liHom as delicacy in her de- 
termination) to abftain, if poflible. 
Vol. IV. Y from 
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from all coiiverfation with her ion ort 
the perilous fubjeSl. Heaven - blefs this 
incomparable parent, and make her as 
happy as (he defcrves to be ! This is 
an honeft little prayer, i« which I 
am fure, my dear Lucy, you will moft 
^ cordially join 

Your very fincere and afiedkionate 

LOUKA MoRETON, - 

; P. S. I have been delighted in hear- 
ing from Cornelia, that the perfon wc 
ufed to taik of fo inceffantly, the ad- 
mirable Giuliana, had the addrefs to 
turn her old. father, the Italian mcr* 
chant, mto aa Englifli gentleman ; and 
that, after burying his old bones in this 
land of liberty and good fenfe, fhe is 
Jiappily fettled in your neighbourhood, 
lamxharmed with the profj^£l of foon 

feeing 



feeing this interefting perfbnage. Don't 
you remember my %ing, in my mad- 
cap-days, that I could willingly walk 
an hundred miles for a fight of her?— 
Ahy Lucy ! my legs cannot move as 
they ufed to do in thofe days ; but my 
ipirits, thank Heaven ! have their old 
or rather young nimble motion and 
afFeftionate alacrity, as I hope very 
foon to convince you in perfon. Fare- 
well ! ^ 
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From CotNELiA'To ^DMti^^ 
AudleV. 

, . Sidtey Hair. 

My. very kind and confideraie old Frkndt 

I THANK. 4«d- loVe you as I eught 
to do, for fending me twa- fuch 
comfortable and . animating guefts as 
your fifter and Giuliana fo foon after 
,my return. Think me not ungrateful 
or unreafonable^ if I add, that even 
with thefe dear friends and comforters 
around me I feel a pamfial anxiety ai^d 
impatience for your arrivaU — Indeed 
1 want a perfon of your experience and 
authonty to dired xne in all my con- 

dua 
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4)11^ «h this >inity^Atiet tuatv^tyi i 
have kirnt from th« apj^i^tt)' fnl»jk 
add ifi'ehdly MivttA Maurke, in' Ti^iidi^ 
I-^rh -hM^Wtmng and h6)f->d<i>aid t^ 
tMifide, though hh ekcillefit ^^r d(l. 
f6r*s me he ts "i very trtjfty jwjnfiifeiit 5 
t 'his^ learht thitl SMily has wtltten M 
Itoyfoft. Her^efte* i« si vefy Wwiet 
aHd eternal adiai': iAk9\ I ifee but fd^ 
fakirify the eltieft 6f pbttr Wfliiaih'i 
^iten, itt hisf tferigHJ of CiWIntefiince 
iuid behavioiit liiibethis fetter ai-Hved. 
Hfe ftifferings peal^e me to the fdul. I 
Itf ^ foOth hifo- in- vaiti ; and I feel it 
very necefiary to check rayfelf in my 
endeavours to do lb, left I (hould be- 
tray what his of&nded paffion Would 
hardly forgive. I hope, however, that 
the charming little groupe of friends 
aflembled here may gradually difiipate 
Y 3 ,his 
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his touching melalithply^ efpccially if 
we can: detain hirt^ h^re; and^ asvhiB 
ibifthrd^y is fioyr^ ^.zjigh,; he c»i?ni)t 
forrn any decent :;preteace for kswinf 
115 . before that . feftival arrives, } ^ 
yih\(ili tWP . are already begimung , t? 
fj^ak^jcjt^^rful ; preparations. ; Alas^ 
I ixiake.tb^ni wit^i.a jv^ry; trembling 
Jiea^t* : $^Quhl tbls;dpar and moft un** 
happily 9n^mp.ur^d youth npake a pn> 
cij>itate :and hlind; ufe of the privilege 
which r.^he approaching important day 
will con:for upon him, all ray hopp? 
.will be 'blafted, ; ^nd: Liftuft be m^fcjf? 
able for ever* r % 

You kindly aflijre me, that ypu an4 
Frances, will certainly be- with' u&. on 
the evening before this interefting dap 
Muft then fuch a long and tedious 

fort- 



fortnight pafs, before lean have the 
comfort of talking to you on the great 
fubjedl.jtBat' prefles JbThekVify.bn my 
heart ? Pray get rid, if poffible, of 
your uttftkfonable guefts ; and be af-I 
fured, that every additional day which 
you can beftow upon me, before the 
period you have natned for ybur arrivtiL 
iViil be a real benefit, as well asan'irr- 
expreflible obligatiori, cbnferred on 

: ! .Yoiir moft anxious? : ji- , 

and affectionate 
' ' * "^ ■ " GoRNEXtA. * 
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LETTiER XXXDC. 

FaoM Ltjpy APDLRY TO If^llBllpTHBIir 

INDEED^ my dear brother, we want 
fyou here yery much. Pur poprf 
Cornelia has jwft been fbrprizedi ?ad 
is almoft diftrafted, by a very unex- 
peded letter jffam this .tormenting 
abominable Emily., There is nothing 
violent or infulting in her letter; on 
the CQntrary^it is full of the moft ten- 
der refpecS: : but this bewitching crea- 
ture has repaid all the- money ftie ac- 
cepted, and feems to intimate, though- 
ambiguoufly, that her ipotive for this 
i^ftoi'atiQn is a diftaut hope of afpiring 
fo that honour which, with 9 modeft , 

pro- 



propriety, (he hid oftce, yoii khow, tit^ 
tctfy renounced. 

This inHmdtlofl, atobiguous as it is, 
hafs ptrt CorhcKa 6n -the rack : yvi& are' 
al! puzzled to 'account for thi contcuts 
of this! alarming Ittter ; and tlie mote 
fo, as we are cfertain that tiie poor en- 
^tnmhd WflKam has- hot written to 
hi^ miftrefi fihce he rccettred that epifi 
tie- from hdr \V^hkh threw: hite- into a 
wld^^and \ir2ty\V3ird mela^choljr. In 
that- fknnt' his pVide trhimphed over 
his aflfefftion; but this' perilous affeftion 
i^ j\^ Blown afrcih into a biate of joyi 
|br h^ alfo hatf a letter from Erriiljr, as 
we learn from Mount Maurice, with 
thA^ contepts of which he is vifibly 
tranfpprted, though bur capital fpy has 
not yet been able to afcertain thcfe 
contents But here is the good zea- 
lous 
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loos dftcr of that ip7 ; here is Louli^ 
juft come to tell me the whole myftery^ 
whilfC hex brother, is imparting it .to 
Cornelia. Emily,, it. feerns,. did ac* 
tiwlly iet p»t for France; but (he was 
r^called^ to receive a <:pn(iderable legacy 
jufl fallen to her by the dpath of a, peer, 
^ith whom fhe once, lived, and wiai9m 
flje quitted' (as. you will xememrber:^yl^;^ 
IjeJU'd}. fixw; generous motives of teij*- 
4eirne{^'tp his .fifter. Were this all, i^f?/ 
i^iouJd perhaps have Jbut little to.fear<;; 
t^; wc»i3: is yet to come* j Fortune, in 
her caprice^ feems re^l^ved to lavifli. ali; 
her favours oia this, fwl and roifchie-^ 
vous .beauty., ^ehasjoft receiv/sd from 
a cerjl^^n praorqus prinq^ on tbfsCpnJji- 
nent,;t^© moil dazzling overturiesr- 
nothing lefs, I aflfure you, than thepfi^r 
Qf a fpl^idid ei^ablifliment for life,and a 

title 
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title o£dutchefs, Thls^offerxhebe^i;;;^? 
ing En^ily^has enclofed ,to her belf^ed 
William, ' itu the . ardent hope t|wt^ £i 
ftriking a facrifice of ambition joiay 
atone for. ^U pail de^ciencies in point 
of chaftity, and induce even his mo- 
ther to think Jxer not unworthy of his 
hand. The fond youth, as you may 
fuppofe,* is alnfoft frantic with joy and 
eagernefs to embrace the fair, who 
prefers hrrfi t6 a priAbe/ 'Mouht'Mlu- 
rice told his fifter, ^*Tliaft from the im- 
petuofiy of his young friend in their pri- 
vate con<^ef fation on thistopic, he ii^ndk 
believe any power in the world .wbul« 
be fuflScieflft to prevent the marriage i"*"^ 
but the latter part of this information[ 
Mount Maurice haa very prudently* re^*" 
folvednot to communicate to Coraeliit 
till you arrivre* — ^No ^wbrds can teih 
4 yoa 



ybo Kow yftxy cageriy ydur Ijirtdy pfii 
fthce b prayed ftir by all.thfe pbot 
frightened cabinet^cotihctf-b^He-, aft^ 
paifticuhHy by 

Ybtif afteaibhite Slfteri 

L E t/t ER XL./ 

FkOM CpRNKHA TO jE^DMyND 

OH! my deatfriendi my, hit rcf 
iauroe ! though your kini iiftet 
tdls mcy (he has written you i moil! 
preffing letter, and acquainted yQvL 
with all my diftrefs, I.muft fend a feW 
tines to you myfelE Alaa ! my dear 
counfellor, 1 be^in to fear that this im« 
5 pending 



^n^bg evil (ftirely the moft bittef 
rhsit ce^d bftve befidJlea. me) k oow^ 
IjecofQiog ineTttahle. My poor knp^i^ 
fioned aiid impetuous Williaoi wUl^o. 
a< dkaf ^ the wmd to any thing that 
I cat! dare m f^ to him. I ventured 
joft now (being alone with hini) to 
touch, though didantty and lightly, oa 
the terrific fubjfefl:. J ventured to ex« 
prefs a hope, that he would never 
marry without my concurrence. — ^He 
Replied, ^ That, my deareft mother, is 
more than I mnft promife even to 
you."^" Why ibi"^** Pecaufe, Ma- 
dam, the prejudices of Virtiw are 
fometimes as violent as thofe of Love;- 
and when they are fo, believe me, they; 
are more cruel and unjuft." He faid' 
this with an air at once fo tender and 
imperious, that I could hardly help ex^ 

claiming 
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etalming with arburfting heart, *< Alast 
jfh3P<ihild, tbou art\a fecond Seymourr'' 
0hv Edmurtd ! if he is deftined to prove^ 
KfcVour loft arkJ ever lamented friend, 
fb^'frijaim of precipitate paffion, though 
ii> a-' different manner; what k^nt ex-^ 
frfeme mifery in the various periods of 
my Jifc can be the portion of : 

Youraitlfaed 

: and almoft hopeiels 

Cornelia t 

3Fbr Heaven -s fake, haften to us as faft 
as poffible. 
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LETTER XLI. 

■ • ^. ' ' ' ' - 

. From Edmund Audjley ra 

COJ^NELIA. 

.. . ^ 
MY VERY DEAR FRIEND^ 

IT grieves me to the foul that J can* 
not indantly appear upon a fum- 
mons which my heart is , fo willing tq 
obey ; but, alas! a moft cruel, un fettled; 
and tormenting gout, is flying about 
me in fuch a manner^ th^t it is lUtedgr 
impoflible for me to quit my owa 
houfe. All I can fay at prcfent is, that 
before this letter reaches you, my dear 
Frances (whatever I may fuffec from 
the abfence of fuch an invaluable atten* 
danf) (hall be on her road to your 

- houfe, 
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houfe, and entrufted with that cafket 
of jewels, which I had vainly propofed 
to myfelif fo ni^uch pleafure from the 
hope of delivering in perfofi, Truft, 
however^ I conjurcf you, my excellent 
friend, in Heaven, and the influence 
of your own pure angelic mind over 
your fon, in a conference which you 
wifely^ defer to the kft moment. When 
you find him on the point of leaving 
home^ you muft be filent no longer i 
but open your whole over-burthcned 
Jieart to him, and exert all the tender- 
Siefs and all the authority of a parent?. 
if it is poifible for me to be with you 
before that dlftrefiing explanation (hould 
take place, you fliall certainly fee 
Your very faithful atid afFedionatd, 
though very infirm 

and much tormented^ 

Edmund, 
P. S. Pray 



^.S. Pfdyy'iell liiy ySuiX^ friend, 
that kg \ lea3 my ^iugtitct as my 
{)f6^y to' celebratfe'ius birth-day, if my 
j)¥e(fent nialady renders ni6 tinable^t6 
follow her (and I feaf it will), I fliaU 
depend on receiyiug very foon a cha*- 
ritable vifit from him ; tell him, I think 
both his galjantjy and his gratitude 
will induce him to efcort my lifter and 
FrslticJis-horrife'^^'iirtj wh^a he CdAfi- 
ders how fcnfi&Iy fuch a ^fiSr invalid 
as I am muft feel their abfencei 

I flatttf kttyfttf, My d«af M^am, 
that I might have fome influence over 
his mind, if '1 were able to hold a long 
and private difCourfe with him; and if 
t continue unable to Jiiiove, you wlli^ 
I hope, jufe. your beA endeavours to 
procure for aie the opportunity that 
my bodily infi/rtaities will ilot allow 
'^VoL. IV* Z me 
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me to procure for my^felf. I might 
Tay much to tiim, that fo gentle a mo- 
ther^could hardly fay. Think of this j 
and I conjure you not to defpair^ 
Adieu ! ' 
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, Froi^ Lucy Audley to her 

: BROTHEii Edmund., 

MY VERY DEAR brother^; 

I THOUGHT nothing could dif- 
trefs me more than your illnefs at 
this unfortunate time : but I believe I 
love your child ftill better than your- 
felf ; and 1 have been terrified almoft 
out of my fenfes for our dear Frances. 
• " Be 
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Be not, however^ alarmed ; flie is fafe# 
1' thank Heavdp, under my care, after 
a providential efcape from a moft alarm- 
ing accident, which has added to the 
miferable confqfion that now reigns, to 
my infinite forroW,« in this troubled 
houfe. But our dear girl, I muft re- 
peat to you, is fafe ; and though fhe 
has a fevere ga(h in the upper part of 
her left arm, her health is not injured, 
and her lovely perfon not materially 
disfigured. The mifchief happened not 
rafore than three or four miles from this 
place. A coach full of holiday people^ 
with drunken men and wild horfes, ei- 
ther accidentally or with wanton ma- 
lice, drove agaihft your chaife, and over- 
fet it. Moft fortunately, the glafs ou 
the fideof our dear Frances was down; 
but the violence of the (hock thr-ew 
htr forcibly forward, cut her left arm 
Z 2 with 
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with the front glafs, and ftunncd her 
for fonae little time by beating her 
head againft the door. Her thtok 
hair very happily favcd her from 
material injury ^ or wc might have loflr, 
my dear Edmund, the chief fupport 
and delight of your life and mine, by 
this horrible mifehance.. Let us think; 
of this efcape, and be as thankful as 
we ought to b*. The dear Frances be- 
haves with her ufuai feafe and fpirit* 
Her wound has been dreffed by the in- 
telligent Brenfil, who affures us all, 
that we have not even the flighteft ill 
confcquence to apprehend ; the fweet 
girl, however, is much troubled in her : 
mind by a lofs for which (he is cer- 
tainly not to blame, efpccially as that 
lofs feems to have arifen from her ex* 
treme care of the precious depofit with 
which (he was entrufted* She had the 
. little 



CORNELIA SBDLEY. 34I 

Ktlle mahogany box containing the 
iraflcet of Jewels in her hand at the 
bioment of the mifchance, and fup- 
pofes that the fhock, which ftunned 
her, threw what flic held from her hand 
5nto the road. But the confufion was too 
great for any thing to be known very 
clearly. Martha and Stephen confefs, 
that they thought only of their bleed- 
ing young miftrcfs ; and I believe, in- 
deed, they would both have given all 
the jewels in the world, if they had 
been under their care, to have {launch- 
ed the blood of our idolized Frances, 
However the evil might happen, the 
caflkct is loft ; the road has been fearch- 
ed in vain ; and I think it proper to 
fend off an exprefs to you with this 
pain fill intelligence, as I apprehend 
you may wifli to fend an account of 
the lofs to London, and perhaps to ad- 
Z3 vertifc 
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vertife fome defcription of the jewels; 
which nobody c^n 4o bu^ yoyrfelf, I 
cannot fay but I am bitterly grleveij 
for the lofs of this cafket ; though 
what, alas! are the mpft coft^y jewels 
but vain remembrancers of fpleqdid 
mifery tp perfons fo fick at heart as 
the d^ar ynfortunate miftrefs of this 
noble manfion is at this moment ! Her 
affeftipnate and gentle fpirit is bept, in- 
deed, to the earth ; though, with a 
fweetnefs and generofity peculiar to 
herfelf, flie labours to hide her own 
various affliftions, and e:^erts herfelf to 
^he utmoft to footh and confole the 
immediate vexation of poor Frances, . 
1 have delayed fending this, although 
the man and horfe hav? be^n waiting 
for it fome hours, to take the fhance of 
{I fecond fearch on the road ; but this 
haj been as vain as ^he former. pu(7 

ing 
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ibg this interval, I had {omt, private 
coaverfation wkh Cornelia, that has 
made me as wretched as herfel£. She 
has been apprized of all the danger 
from Emily ; (he has had a fecret coi^^ 
^srence with her fon; it was very 
Ihort ; and you will judge of her prc»- 
fent anguiih of mind from my only re- 
peating to you the lad words of that 
conference : *^ Refleft, my dear child ; 
and tell me what your feelings will be 
if you find that the woman you have 
married is treated with contempt by 
all the world !'•—<• I can anfwer ybu, 
my dear Madam, moft clearly: 1 flidU 
feel proud that my own heart has more 
juftice than all the world ; and, believe 
me, 1 (hall return its contempt ten- 
fold."-—** I have done, thou dear.un* 
happy youth ; thou art under the in- 
fluence of a fatal, though a generous 
Z 4 d.li- 
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fkliriqtn^ fnoiia whi(k I fhrefee it yrill 
ncd: be ixi my pGweBto/ jfave thcer^r/J 
haveiihly to pray ta God» wiiicbl cto 
witb aiy whole aching inearth that hfc 
will cither take mefrcin thi earth, ;0r 
?iilow me to mitigate in fome future 
yeajs that excefs of mif^ry wbich .1 
perceive thou art detarinineii to draw 
upon thyfelf," 

Alas J my dear Edmund, what dt 
-wretched morning is this, to iriak^ 
part; of IT day moft eagerly expeded ai\4 
^^{l;iqed in cur vifions (fo cruelly d«f 
luiive !) to a general feftivity of heatt J 
' I have juft left the dear long-fufferi? 
ing and now overwhelnrjed CorneliR 
reclining on her bed, with our ai^elip 
Giuliapa hy hei^ fide. She has one of 
thofe oppreffiva head^achs that arife 
from fuch perturbation of h«^rt 9^nd 
fou} ; byt this incomparable mother is 
5 re^ 



rcfolved, ifpoffible, to colleft a little 
ftreugth fraq:! rcpoft, and appear with 
tolerable ierenity at this itiaufpicious 
feaft, frdm-tt^hich (he has had (oa^e 
thoughts o^ withdrawing, but where, 
at the iiitreaty of herfon, (he bae con- 
fented to prefide. Heavens, what a 
fcftivall All the hcufe feerns in trouble, 
though many know not why, and par- 
ticularly our fweet innocent niece. 
Poor little Lucy is certainly, as Cor- 
nelia Tays, deeply enamoured of Wil- 
liam ; and we have, therefore, mad^ a 
pomt of keeping her as much in the 
dark as poffible. This circumftance 
affedts our tender Cor^ieliafo much, that 
whenever (he fpeak$ to th^ fweet girl, 
ihe IB ready to burft intp tfars, ybt 
contrives to conceal from her the real 

caufe of bej: .emotion* 

J muft 
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I muft not detain the meflenger any 
longer, on accouqt of the^preffing buf 
finefs of the Joft jewels: I will only 
;add^ that, diilreftas I amy I will eu«* 
deavour to draw fpme good out ofe^il:, 
mid if poffible chear myf^lf with the 
•hope that this returning exprefs will 
Jbring me a better and a more fpeedy 
acco\int of your amendment in health 
than I (hould otherwife have had. Tex 
Jhear that your diforder has left you, w 
at leaft is fettled into the fafeft appear- 
j^ivces, wiUi I aflure you, be a very 
comfortable medicine, to the dejeae4 
fpirits Qf 

Your 4ffe6l;ionate Sifter, 

Our dear Frances falutes you yvith 
the fondeft expreffions of duty and 
^liffe<Stion.x 

LET- 
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LETTER XLjIlI. 
. From Cornelia to Edmvnb ; 

AupLEY* 

#^ H, my very dear and excellent old 
friend ! why are you not well; 
and with us, to make the happinefs of 
Cornelia complete? — Yes,thehappmefi 
of Cornelia ! — You will leap for joy^ 
in fpite of the gout itfelf, at thofe 
Welcome words; and my letter, I am 
confident, will accelerate your recovery j 
for what cordial in the world is (b 
powerful as unexpeded generous joy 
to fuch a warm and benevolent heart J 
Yes, my dear anxious Edmtind, the dif* 
tradted mother is made happy — happy 
for the firft time in her life ! h<^ppy to 
4 fuch 
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fuch a degree as language is unable to 
exprefs! But you will guefs at the ex- 
quiiite nature of my prefent fenfations, 
when I telli you that i have recovered 
the alienated ipirit of my fon ! He love& 
mc; he obeys me; he will be ev^ry 
thing that I wifli him to be ; and th6 
delight of all delight^ is^ to be irw 
debted^ ^s I ^m, for this urjutterabFe 
blefHng, to the provident tendernfefs^ 
to the godlike fpirit, pf our beloved 
Scynio^r J^^Oh, EdoiuucJ! I am ib 
wild wijh tranfport, that you will 
hardly uuderftand perb«fB what I 
write I y€t I fi)puld think myfelf an 
ungrateful wretch, if I did not attempt 
to fend you with my own Jiand a 
full hiftory of the bleflfed change in 
my fate* I will begin where your 
iifter Lucy left off; for fhe fays ihe difr 
patched to yop a fa(J pi^ftiire of nae^ le* 
' : clining 
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dining on my bed. A had rafted there 
about an hour quite alooe, and (dtmy 
fpif its a liulb compofed by quiet and 
filent prayer ; when I was agreeaUy 
furprized by your fifter, with; coy fan 
William in one hand, and the loft 
caiket in the other, followed by Giu* 
liana, with her arnn round the half re- 
ItiAant Lucy the younger, who was 
afraid of intruding. 
• The warm-hearted and aftive Mount 
Maurice, being deeply touched by the 
fweet Frances* lamentatian for the 
Icyfs of the ca&et, had fet himfelf at 
day-break this morning to make a 
very laborious and patient fearch to 
rcpover it, by examining a watery ditch 
by the ' fide of the road, into which 
Frances imagines (he milft have caft it 
in her fudden terror of its being crufh- 
ed to pieces. When be returned in 

triumph 
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trtudiph with his trcafure, Giuliana 
particularly requeftcd that the ca&et. 
might be opened immediately in my 
chamber, and only in the presence of 
the few perfons whom I have men?* 
tioned* You* my dear Edmund, who 
have known all my fondnefs for our 
lamented friend, will eafily conceive, 
the emotions of my heart, when youi* 
fifter, as your reprefentative, 'unlocked 
this ineftimable calket, and after tak- 
ing but the rich jewels (which thfe. 
young Lucy only was calm enough to 
admire) delivered two papers to my 
fpn ; one of thefe appeared to be a let- 
ter directed to him, which Giuliana en-» 
treated him to read aloud. He did foj 
sti)4 here is a copy of what he read» 

• I * 

From 
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t From Seymour to William 

V 'Sedley. 

: iMY VERY DEAR YOUNG FRIEl^IH 

YAM confident, from the endearing 
^ fpirit of your childhood, that, at lJ}ic 
period when I intend you fiiall receive 
this letter, you will be one of themo^ 
promifing and accompliflied charader?' 
of your time; I hope the ornament olf 
your country, and, above all, the de* 
light of your incomparable mother* 
At that period the hand which is no^vY 
writing to you (though I am now but 
a few years older than you will theii 
be) will be mouldered into.dujfl! My 
whole frame very fenfibly feels the in* 
Huence of approaching death ; but my 
hand is yet guided by a heart that dill 

glows: 
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glows with a parental anxiety for your * 
welfare, ^ftd with a moft ardent \frifli 
to prove a valuable fricttd to you, even 
long after the clofe of my exiftence. 
You will be, my dear William, what 
I have been, a young man of a high 
fpirit and keen affeftions, with an 
afRuent fortune ; and Heaven will, I 
truft, preferve 3^ou from what I con-* 
fider as the chief fource of my misfor- 
tunes, the early lofs of an ineftimabld 
mother 1 You will, I hope, long have 
in yours ^ friend of the fweetefl: man-" 
iiers, a counfellor of unqtieftionable 
integrity, a guide to. whom all the 
great rulers of the hutnan mind, rea- 
fon and habit, religion and love, will 
confpire, I am perfuaded, to render 
yoii obedient. 

But, my dear William,* perverfe in- 
cidents are very apt to arife iit the life 

of 



o£ i' young lawi, which may tempt 
huui wkh tfae heft he^trt in the world, 
tx> queftion UM;h %h^ wifcU>it> ^nd the 
audaofity even of f^uch » guide. T^ie. 
Ulftd tyranny of ^) impetuous paflioa 
Qftay hmrry him bsto^' aJVaiKic and re« 
foluiie ! oppa(itto» to thist faithful a^d 
diliutepefledcounfellor, whof^ pr^cepts^ 
his own confcietice wilj' tell him, it 
is hardly poflibie to difrcgard and be 
Ji:appy. i 

Ob, my dear Scdley^ ihottld it bo 
ever your lot to falliato crirciukn^^nCe^: 
of this^kiad; before yeu take m^y da- 
cifive ftep, iifteuy I conjure you, to 
me ; repeatedly perufe the papei*& I ba* 
queath to you. Alas ! who can be 
more qualified by experieiice than I 
am, to fpeak as^a monitor to;auy young 
man under the impulfe of a dangerous 
dciSre; fbr whofe pailions havd bceu 

Vol. IV. A a mora 
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more precipitate or more fatal than 
mine ? But I mean not, my dear Wil- 
liam, to give you 9 tedious fermon on 
a hacknied fubje£):, the bllndnefs and 
the perils of youthful paffion. I am the 
lefs difpofed to talk to you, my young 
friend, of fuch perils, becaufe, if I have 
read your future charafter with a 
juft prophetic eye, you will be as 
averfe as I have been to be influenc- 
ed by the mere felfifli motives of 
fear or caution. But you will poflefs 
a heart alive in the keeneft degree 
to all the noble feelings of gratitude ; 
and I am therefore mod eager to.tdL 
you (what furely no one can tell yoy4b 
forcibly as myfelf ) the rare, the fu- 
perlative claims of your angelic mother 
to the gratitude, the tenderncfs, the ! 

idolatry of her children. — You will 
have heard undoubtedly that in the 

richcft 



) 
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richcft bloom of her youth and beauty, 
when the tender affeftions of her feel- 
ing bofpm had been awakened and 
quickened into the fondcft attachment, - 
fhe had the refolution to tear herfelf 
£com the idol of her heart, and, allow 
my vanity to fay, from an idol that 
few women coqld have relinquifhed. 
She had the pcrfevering virtue to tri- 
umph over a pafl^on that fhe could 
hardly ^ oppofe, and live; and this flie 
accomplifhed, in fpite of every remon- 
ilrance, every intneaty, every ftrata- 
gem, employed by the man fhe loved 
to make her renounce a refolution 
which tortured his heart as intenfely 
as it did her own. She was inflexible; 
(he was convinced that (he could not 
gratify her own ardent afFedlion, with- 
out endangering the religious princi- 
ples ^of her children ; fhe preferred 
A a 2 their 
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their d^iftaiit? feeerity to all-lffee immei' 
dmte alluremei^ffs of fepreht^ and'reciw 
procal love. Wha<- ll¥ttgglfe^, wtot 
agonies, flie endured ; what adrmrabfe' 
faculties, and what exquffitc virttw' 
fhe exerted* m this confK6l'; yotf wi!f 
perfedly uiiderftandj by reading tbe 
papers that you will find with this 
letter. They contairr a U>ng and verjF 
circumftantial narrativesi of a- trial per- 
haps the moft fevere thet erer an- im- 
paffioned woman fuftained; Otr, ray 
dear William ! ftie Joved me with aa^ 
affedlion as fond, as vehement^ aS; 
fiiicere, as the female bofotn can feel* ; 
but the love of her chikJrei), refince? 
ai)d ftrengthened by her j«ft attach- 
men to God, was the predominant 
paffion of her foul. * What does a Iba. 
owe to fuch a mother? Your owiv 
generous heart will anfwer, uixteu^bt-j 

edly, 
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ctHy^ ^* a life tbi the fondeft V^neratron, 

-aiJid libeiwoft^ev^tied obedience/' Oh, 

.myde&r WjilKalm ! were tt pofliMe for 

a |»rcc]{ntate f>ai]km to hurry ytiu ta- 

^xnfs a macH^ge which woald ren- 

-derfhis moomjpiaraibile paireltit ubhappy; 

-jiou tnuft ibe \hc linoA uofecliirg and 

pfnofl: angoatefiil'of beings to ccnnplete 

•it. You could not do fo ; or, if you 

.'ootiibd ki tibe delkititn of de^re, as 

£bon as that fiabfided, ybti muft grow 

-Hi ofcgeft of abhorrence toyourfelf, and 

xifpity, if not of deteftation, to all the 

•world. 

' . .But let mt banifh th^le patnf^ri and 
diftreffing images-^let me* ch«ar my 
tah'aufted %irit6 by a j>rofpe(9: which 
time, I flatter myfelf, will moft happily 
realize* It is my hope mid my perfua- 
fion, . that this letter will find you^ rhy 
dear Wilibux^ io domeflic comfort, 
Aa3 . joy. 
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joy, and harmony, vvith tHat apgelic 
parent to whom you are fo deeply indebt- 
ed; yes, as my life is ebbing Yaft away, 
I feem to be bleft with ajclear prophetic 
vifion of thofe fweet fceiics of fim;ily 
concord and delight which I mbft fer- 
.vently wifli my deareft friends to en- 
Joy, and whichHeaven, I am confident, 
rcierves as a reward for the naoft meri- 
torious of women, Yx)ur . cxdellent 
mother, my dear William, will natut- 
ally wifhyou to marry early in life. Al- 
low me the privilege of deconating your 
bride with jewels that belonged to 
:a woman of beauty, ind of virtiie. I had 
once vainly hoped tp place them on 
t]\3 more lovely perfon of my adored 
C ornelia ! Thofe hopes are paft. Let 
nie now pleafe myfelf with the idea 
tliat her hand may place them as a 
nuptial ornament on fome fortunate 

fair, 
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fair, as lovely, if poffible, ia your 
eyes, my dear William, as the per* 
h6t Cornelia was in mine. But 
rem^ember, it is the requeft of your 
dying friend, that thefe jewels may 
never decorate any bride of yours, 
however beautiful, if (he wants the 
noble ornament of my Cornelia's 
\efteem, and affeftion. Ah! how vain 
is this charge ! What mother can be 
£> tenderly difpofed towards a daughter, 
^s our gentle Cornelia will be towards 
any lovely girl that you can thitik 
worthy to be your wife? Her judge- 
ment and her tendernefs can never be 
corrupted by any fordid motives of 
avarice or ambition ; and (he is^ there- 
fore, peculiarly entitled to be your 
prime counfellor in this moft impor- 
tant article of human life. O ! my 
dear William, may you be happy in 
A a 4 • your 
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your choice! You caii liardly be others- 
wife, if you have the fKidioii o£ th»t 
invaluable parent, who is at oiicea petv 
feSt judge and a coufumtnate modd i4F 
female bvelinefs iiitid perfe<9io». Biiiiid 
your happiiiefs on hens ; maki^her the 
aix:hk^ and the partner of your 
feiicity i be to her, I entreat yo©, the 
attetitiT©) bbcdient, and :gfateful ion^ 
which fhe has fo £tigularly deierved fid 
find you ; at^d rr^y yiocir virtues Ami 
your h^ppinefs long ^nd ^npjy reward 
Ker for all (he has futifered fram tha 
haplefs but not titigeMeraus lovo^^itt 
glowing itt the heart ^ whidb, . while 
the flKidows of death are hovering over 
it, thus anxioufly folds you to atfelf in a 
paternal embrace, aod hegs you to re* 
member with tendernefi 

- Your ijEiofl: alSfedtooate 

Seymour; 
I will 



I wHl i»t ttbtjemptr toy. dear Ed- 
mwid, Co d^fcribe to ymi <M!ur varicms 
<inotions while this l^fier was read. 
I wiil trol/ fay, tfaac tay dear fceliflg 
WiUiam icon fiKuad his voice faker. 
iSittiiaiia oSkmi Co reKevie hkn. He 
declined her affiftance ; and continaacd 
to read^.hut/couiti not advance wkhout 
frequent panfes^ sfVtdhepaiTage, which 
you will eafily gticft, he terrified n» 
by ftartiiig up abruptly to quit. the 
room ; bat he laid, in a trejtiiiloiJS tone 
■as he went out, ** I ivill return m a 
few mMntites." Thcfe tniiiutes wcne 
dreadfulty long; a thioufand terrors, 
inixt with a gleam of the blrighteil hope, 
darted atrafs my mind in this ^St&kxg 
inliervaL He had the letter in his hand, 
-anrd the paper annexed to it, which 
proved to be a full narrative of all that 
pafled u\ the houfe of my good old 
friead Mr. Dan vers. My 
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-My fon did tiht return 1:0 us, ai he 
afterwards confeffed, till he had pertfed 
this paper ; and the efFefts of it on his 
heart and mind \^tr6 as fuli dnd forci- 
ble a!5 our infinitely dear and provident 
Seymour could have w^ilhed them to 
be. 

That animated fweetnefs and benig- 
nity whicK you -have often admired in 
the -countenance of my dear Williamr^ 
but which for fome days had utterly 
difappeared, was vifible again when he 
re-entered my chamber, where the ILt^- 
de party remained iii almoft breathlefe 
.cxpeftatioirof his return; Seating him- 
felfby my fide, he.fcized my hand, 
and kiffed it as he began to read the 
following words, ** But let us baniih 
thefe painful and diftreffing images,'*&c. 

He concluded the letter in a very au- 
dible, uninterrupted voice, but not 

with- 
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i;Kithbut dropping teara od the clofe of 
it. Then throwing himfclf into my 
arms with an' air of unutterable ten- 
.dernefs, he exclaimed, c^* Dearcft and 
4Xko{k admirable /^f parents, you have 
not fuffered in vain ; I feel the hand 
t)f Heatren itfelf, in the wondrou^ coin*- 
xidence of tkefe dying admonitions, 
and the perilous folly of your fon. Oh^ 
generous Seymour, thou wert in- 
deed infpiredby the ipirit of heavenly 
benevdence. Ob, that thou couldeO: 
have lived to have direfled! But I 
will yet obey, thee as my fatben Take, 
my dear Madam, take to y6ur owrt bo- 
fom thefe invaluable memorials of your 
unexampled merit, andletth'eni be the 
pledges of my unlimited qbedience. 
-YeSj moft perfedl and liioft beloved 
of mothers, it (hall be the chief pride 
of my life to be fully fenfible of your 

per- 
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{cxftdion, mad to coaqpb^ wkk' iaA 
^ymr defines*^ 

Ob, nqr dear Edmund d i cDoid mihs 
hd »)f$pe£ t6 my daJtd bmhyioldalag 
taok m my beaxt* Itfy irbroc ««iiio- 
t&lj dn>\raed, ani che tens oS idie 
-rmi IJiC5rs we^e almofft ts abottflatot 
^and OMT^wiieltiii&g^ as mliie^ Oar dear 
and BMnre ^Med <dfailkina did mt 
^fvtep^ 4aitlierkeeii^eyi^fla(hsd with 
a kind of ^ry ex^tatioiH atid m'tAi 
ihA iivelittefs^geftui-e whicii is ^ 
culkir tohei^f. She caugltt William 
in htr artn^ ^d td&d hrrni; fsyika^ 
^ Now^ iddded you tavtrtbc Crve fen/of 
our Cornelia; bot i^oaie/ you bavie 
dotie but half yottr dutyi. . ; I mu& teach 
-you die ifeft/' We all g^zed ufioAlier 
%vtth aftoDifiitxient, atid wefe utterly K 
a lofs to <:oiioeivi^ her Kn^aniiig ; but 
flre foon exTplaintd her (blf by tiew and 

fig- 



^gfiMcmt g€ftt9;re&r Talking a verj 
ieaQtfilialt eroil firoiw th^ jetrels that iagr 
kfb^e m^ (ktitipt a Mtcfe* fi)k cord iota 
ttie loop* at thife top of it^, ahd liaviag 
j^yjy^ &ftetie^ il 4m th< »tfck o# youir 
nfece, ika ej^laimedl, ^* Hrtey Wi!- 
Earn, h the o«fy girt in fbe* ftorld to 
^Itom* tbefe jevvefe can praperfy bc«« 
hn^. L»^y, haviiiig bean tra^ned^ Kke 
jwiv^ifl by yoar incomparabfo mow 
tbeir^ fs the on^y perlibn aKve wbo can 
)ove yeu^ botb as yoia boih( Arfevve to 
fee Ibved/* 1 '?onlefe to youy my dear 
^dmund^,' thf^t ^was botb plea&d aiMl 
frightened' by Chk rapturous, aiid- aJniofb 
itt'difcteet ^^lly m our deajr war ra- heart-- 
ed Gmliana. BVit d^ has fiiice trulj* 
laid to die, f^hat 3^ is no bad jqdge oii 
the hnmafi' heart ; aiid 0ie felt k was a 
looment? wheivaboldftrofte in ayouog 
raaidc!i*s favowp rftight be fofely taketi* 
^ - The 
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hufband not unworthy of our dear 
Franoosfc Thgr i^em Jo Jae ip a very 
fair way of being fufficieiitly pleafed 
with each cuiheh l^o¥ri^ tut^iflth 
your ufiial c^taidktkf^s ^ ^istttHtal anxi- 
ety, order at chaife^ and^ Z^^^y ^^ 7^^ 
are, poft away to Sedley^rriall. j^o, 
my dcat Bdiau«id^ yoti m^ tniH tile; 
you knotr, fdr « tivMUik, «h^ ptlly 
part f bat I iint 00^ fif td p^tiyv )q 
fober f rUtii^ yt)U ihtift not 6c^mtl\li^im^ 
though ycMi f«em to htnt at ftlcK «. dm 
fign._Wt>y fo^ pray l-r^W^ll^ datioi 
be ^l^irmeds^the real re^fdd Ui becauilf 
the whole party b^re h^e it in agi« 
ts^tion to furpri?d yoUf wUb a yifit/ tp 
4fk ywr bleffmg, to be fure, dec, Stc 

Our eni^hctntitig yQung h^ hero 

declares, that he cpii»fiders it as a point 

bf duty, hdiK>ur, aUd graiioude^ -tdi 

accept your friendly inritatioti; att4 

1 . ^ftat 



that he is bouod in peribn to reftore 
your lovely. daughter to the f;tfher who 
mra^ Co; kind as to indulge us all with 
her fweet fpciety at fwh z time. It 
was indeed very good itiyou ; and we 
»re all gratafuU. Heaven will reward 
you, if I prophecy aright, by provid-> 
ing hene jufl iuqh a fon*iQ-iaw for you 
as I have often heard you wifh to fiad^ 
Truft me, Mouot Maurice is perfedly 
cured of his furious paflion for Emily ; 
and, as he juftly obferved' to me, a 
little tafte of true virtuous delight is 
fufficient to wean an honeft heart from 
licentious alluremeots» He does how'^ 
ever great juftice to inany (ingulat 
good qualities in poor Emily ; and 
frankly con&fies, that he once foolifhiy. 
offered an immen(e fvim to purchafe 
her favours without fucceeding.-*— 
William has wHtten to her ; and fent 
Bb 8 her 
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her a very' elegant prcfenti'wlth which* 
his mother fuppliid Kim, being charm-; 
cd, as fhe told me; with the fpirit and 
delicacy of his letter^ I was delighted/ 
JTS (he wa^i Ky his amiXWe irygenuottf- 
nefs, in giving her a fight of .{his 'let- 
ter. ^ He has" j.u ft received pob^ EiWi< 
ly's^ reply. Cornelia brought it- to ftie 
this moment; and, a$ (he know6 y6ur 
fccrecy,:af:6ws me to tVanfcribel it; ^' 

^ T^ WlLLIAH:SEDLEy. ^. ' ... 

' * YO U:R delicate laritb tender farc>; 

* well, my Very dear- Sedfcy; has only 
^ told mc whdt my own. refk<3:k>£is had 
f told me; .more cruelly before;; for^ 

* believe mei •. , ::, : -j 

:- ^^ 'liheftare qo^hfdJori t 
** That feelingly perfuade me tv^iat I am.*^^ -^ 

- * The dream of- my fondeft ambi- 

^ tion, whi€h fuggeftcd-my laft Jcttcrr 

4 * to 
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* to; y9U> ^ffi>ly§4;of itfel^. when I 

* reflefted more on the chjirafter of 
/ ypuriirrcompaigible mother. Pray 

* tell her, my love for you is {0 genu- 

* ine, that your letter, though it coft 
'• ifae many tearsf^' gave me more fatif- 
^ feftroh * than forrow. -- A'h,rSedley ! 

* this rs a feirere, but a perfeiJl-teft of 

* my fincerity. - Our deftinies call us 

* difFerent ways. You are haftening, 
• 'Phbpe, to donieftic harmony andfde- 

* light;: 1, to magiiificence ^and dif^ 

* guft. 'Yet 1 cannot be completely 

* veretched,' if I hear youlare happy 5 
*• and 1 fliall Feel i fparfc t)f honeft 
'^ pride in my bofom, if your angelic 

* parent (who is better known tonie^ 
« perhaps, tharf you fiippofe her to be) 

* Can add a little- portion of her efteem 

* to that tender pity vvith which I am 
I'Bb. 3 .... ^ con«# 
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« cotiii(ieAt (he v^iliofkh think On the 
^ilKfatet! ' 

* Your elegant Uttle.prcfent I acc;cpir 

* ^kh humble gratitude^ from the en^ 
^ dearifig ckcumftance which you teU 
^ me concerning itr I dar<^ not &/ 

* more. — Adica for ever/ 

And npw^ mj deaj: fufpicious Bc^ 
mund, I know you will think Corner 
Ih and me little better than a couple 
of watery^eyed fimpietons, when I teU 
you we wept in concert over this lit^ 
lie billet^ and gave the writer fuUcre^ 
dit for the fii^tvity of her afi^dtioo^ 

But w$ ivill talk no n:iore of fuch 
perfonages. Thank Heaven, the pe- 
riod is now come,, for which we havefo' 
often and fo ardently, prayed. I fee the 

beajri; 
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heart of oDr iMotfiparable friend as fail 
of delight as we halve former!/ feea it 
Of aAi£ki«m I need not tell you, tiiat 
I take a moft lively fhare (who does 
not?) in her tranfport* After bitter 
apprehenfions of finding myfelf a falfe 
prophet, t exult at length in the vera- 
city of my predifl:ion ; and with a de- 
lightful confidence I go on to pro- 
pheiy^ that I (hall have the cordial 
jfatisfadHon of feeing both our match- 
lefs Cornelia and tny dear Edmund 
very thoroughly rewarded for every 
pafl fuffering in the happy marriage and 
future permanent happinefs of their 
children* The profpedl for both is a^ 
fair as we can wi(h it to be ; and | 
boldly foretell, that the event in each 
cafe will be of the fame charming com« 
plexion. 

Pray, 



', Pray* i5(iJJj.aye not th^ youth and 
ije^uty of a; CaQaadiraf , kt m^ have 
jth^ comfort : of havings mji.prophcpies 
i>eUeved ; , and .believ? me alfo, oa 
^yery occafion^ 

Your faithful and affcfitionate 

LrUCY. 

Our deiair Fanny fpealcs' for hcrfelf 
jn a feparate letter. . 
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THE Eiiitof has only to acquaint hk^ 
benevolent reader, who may wilh ta' 
know whether the friendly Lucy wai: 
a true prophetefs or not, that her pre?^ 
didion* in the laft letter- was verified 
completely. ' t 

Cornelia is at this tin;e aniotig th^ 
happieft of human beings, and a fingu^ 
lar example how a fond iand- tender* 
^irit, that has ftruggled meritoribafly 
through the tempefts of early paffion, 
may enjoy a delicious ferenity in the 
evening of life. She is furrounded 
by a numerous- and beautiful groupc 
of her defcendants, of whom fhe is 
ftill the idol and the direftor. While 
{he (hares in all their innocent and 
lively pleafures, (he is particularly care- 
ful to animate and fortify the young 
mind with a feafonable and deep fenfe 

of 
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of Religion. She confiders this both s 

aslh^ ible fecurity and prime orifa- 
mtnt of a rational being. . She efteem« I 

it the oqI^ {burfifi 6f pi^raitinetit iatifr-^ 
fa&ion. ' 

: She basajieculiar: delight in de^* 
riving every blefling (he fchjoys from 
the religious purity of her own mabtr^ 
nal GandiKf):^ 9nd frooi tbd provkkat' 
devout tendemefs of the man (h^ loved^ 
td>hofc oacnibry hejr hpVt h» tefft 
inviolably faithful. 
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h iffw D^s will h^MJ^, m tbra Fo&mst hs§, 
ilrubtbiH^MdrfMr.CAUDtK,iliiMtiyii^4tvidiyB9Bnf 
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